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scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  Stotes  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  54?  tculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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THE  PRESIDENT  The  protocols  for  American  adherence  to  the  World  Court 

UHGES  WORLD       were  sent  to  the  Senate  yesterday  "by  President  Hoover  with  a 
COURT  VOTE         message  asking  consideration  as  soon  as  the  emergency  relief  and 
appropriation  legislation  has  "been  enacted.  (A. P.  Dec,  11.) 


I'J^Ji  BUREAU  A  Boston  dispatch  to  the  press  to--day  states  that  the 

$^ERATION         American  Farm  Bureau  Eederation  yesterday  adopted  a  resolution 

seeking  operation  of  Muscle  Shoals  "by  a  cooperative  organization 
of  farmers.    The  federation  also  voiced  its  opposition  to  amending 
the  agricultural  marketing  act  at  this  time.    Among  other  resolutions  adopted 
were:  Recommendation  for  stricter  regulation  of  the  grain  and  cotton  exchanges. 
Recommendation  that  funds  to  he  used  as  loans  to  farmers  in  the  pLirchase  of  feed 
for  foijndation  animals,  fertilizer  and  seeds,  in  the  drought- stricken  areas,  he 
made  available  immediately.    That  the  present  session  of  Congress  appropriate 
money  to  insure  the  immediate  carrying  out  of  the  development  projects  authorized 
in  the  rivers  and  harhors  act  of  1930.    Advocation  of  a  revolving  fmd  in  the 
Federal  Treasury  to  he  used  exclusively  to  stabilize  Eederal  Land  Bank  "bonds. 

The  federation  recommended  that  the  grain  and  cotton  exchanges  he  licensed 
"by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  that  he  should  have  the  power  to  close  or  sus- 
pend them  if  he  deemed  it  necessary. 

The  press  report  says:  "An  organization  of  fanners  hroad  enough  to  plan 
production  and  control  marketing,  coupled  with  adeamte  tariff  protection,  are 
the  hope  of  agriculture,  Arthur  M.  Hyde,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  told  the  fed« 
eration,     'The  root  of  our  troubles  is  overproduction,  '  he  asserted,     'The  joh 
imm.ediately  ahead  of  us  is  twofold?  to  stop  uneconomic  expansion  to  new  lands  and 
get  unprofitable  suhmarginal  land  out  of  crop  production,  and  by  direct  positive 
action  on  the  part  of  farmers  themselves,  to  regulate  the  acreage  in  crops. 


TO-POISON                      Dr.  James  M.  Doran,  Chief  of  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Bureau 
DENATURANT  FOR  of  the  Treasury  Department,  announced  yesterday  that  a  new  dc« 
ALCOHOL  RE-        naturing  element  has  been  discovered  which,  within  a  short  time, 
PORTED               would  m.ake  possible  the  elimination  of  poisons  from  industrial  al- 
cohol, according  to  the  press  to-day.    The  report  says:  "A  petroleum- 
product,  derived  from  oil  rjidergoing  the  cracking  process,  termed 
alcotate,  will  be  substituted  for  wood  alcohol^    Alcotate  can  be^ obtained  only  from 
Calif  ornia  petroleum,  

COLOMBIA  A  Bogota  dispatch  to-day  says:  "Possibly  influenced  by  the 

BANANA  TAX  controversy  between  the  United  Fruit  Company  and  the  Cooperative 
Banana  Company  of  Santa  Marta,  which  resulted  in  a  congressional 
investigation,  the  Colombian  Lower  House  has  increased  the  export 

tax  on  bananas  from  two  to  three  cents  a  bunch  and  has  made  other  changes  in  the 

"bill  presented  by  the  Minister  of  Finance,..." 
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Ayres  on  The  Dot torn  of  the  business  depression  is  at  hand,  according  to 

Business      all  the  "old  signs  and  s^Tnptoms,"  and  recovery  next  year  should  be  ex-- 
pected.  Colonel  Leonard  P.  A3/Tes,  vice  president  of  the  Cleveland  Trust 
Company,   said  yesterday,  according  to  the  press  to-day.     He  made  this 
forecast  in  his  annual  address  hefore  the  Cleveland  Chamoer  of  Commerce, 
The  report  says:  "he  cautioned,  however,  that  it  'is  already  clear  that 
we  are  not  warra.nted  in  expecting  a  rapid  recovery.    The  purchasing 
power  of  an  important  part  of  o^or  population  is  still  seriously  restrict- 
ed "by  the  paring  do^^rn  of  deots  incurred  in  unsuccessful  stock  specula- 
tion, '  he  said.    ^Inother  reason  for  a  delay  in  "business  recovery  is 
that,  although  we  h^.vo  an  ah-'jTidant  supply  of  credit,  'we  have  not  de- 
veloped any  new  wave  of  constixi-cti ve  enterprise  such  as  canals,  rail- 
roads, war  m-ate rials,  highways  and  automooilcs , '  he  declared.  These 
activities  have  us^aally  come  from  'men  of  courage  who  took  advantage  of 
the  low  interest  rates  to  float  bond  iscuos  for  financing  expansion  and 
improvements,'  Colonel  Ayrcs  said." 

Cotton  An  editorial  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal  for  December  10  says 

in  part:  "...The  influence  of  the  Parm  Board  is  actively  engaged  in  a 
campaign  for  a  drastic  reduction  of  acreage,  and  some  banks  also  are 
preparing  to  assist  that  movement  by  denying  credit  to  those  who  do 
not  reduce  acreage  a  certain  percentage.    As  cotton  is  a  credit  crop, 
and  the  credit  begins  about  this  time  and  extends  through  the  season 
to  ginning  time,  it  is  certain  that  the  banks  could,  if  they  all  saw 
fit,  exercise  a  powerful  influence  upon  planters. ..A  serious  question 
with  the  farmer  is  what  he  shall  plant  if  he  reduces  his  cotton  acre- 
age.   There  is  no  question  thjat  diversification  is  one  of  the  rem.odies 
for  the  cotton  fanner's  condition.,  but  that  is  a  long-tim.e  matter,  not 
to  be  adopted  and  made  practicable  over  night,,." 

Low  Cost  An  editorial  in  The  Ohio  Farmer  for  November  29  says:  "The 

Yields         keynote  in  the  speaking  rjrogram  in  connection  with  the  Corn  Harvest 
Field  Day  at  Ira  Marshall's  in  Hardin  Co^anty  was  low  cost  yields. 
From  Mr.  Marshall's  personal  account  of  his  fertilization  program  to 
the  detailed  report  of  costs  of  various  methods  of  corn  production  and 
harvesting  emiphasis  was  laid  on  the  irJ'luence  these  different  m-cthods 
have  on  the  cost  per  bushel  of  corn  laid  do7/n  in  the  crib.    While  it 
is  true  that  in  most  of  the  instances  reported  the  bigger  the  yield 
the  lower  was  the  cost  per  bushel  there  was  no  em.phasis  by  any  of  the 
speal^ers  on  the  old  idea  of  malting  two  blades  grow  where  one  grew  be- 
fore Just  to  grow  a  big  crop.    All  of  the  methods  emphasized  were 
emphasized  because  they  meant  a  cheaper  bushel  in  the  crib,  and  a 
.     cheaper  bushel  in  the  crib  m.oans  a  bigger  profit  to  the  grower  whether 
the  grain  is  fed  or  sold.     Of  course  one  can  go  hog  wild  on  fertilizer 
and  expansive  machinery  and  defeat  the  low  cost  yield  aim;  but  such^ 
instances  are  rare.    Almost  without  exception  the  crops  that  cost  the 
most  per  bushel  are  those  crops  grown  mthout  any  or  with  too  little 
fertilizer  and  with  too  m^uch  hand  labor.    These  high  cost  yields  are 
the  ones  that  break  the  m.arket,  that  return  less  than  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction.   Let  us  examine  our  crop  practices  in  the  light  of  their  in- 
fluence on  the  cost  per  bushel,  per  poiJiid  or  per  ton.     Will  our 
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fertilizer  me^n  more  bushels  at  less  cost  per  bushel?    Will  a  T^iece 
of  modern  machinery  pa3"  for  itself  tui'ou-)i  L'.b..r      vc^l?    V.'i".!  t':e.^e^ 
things  bring  our  Cost  per  unit  below  the  market  price  for  our  prodiicts? 
In  the  language  of  Shalcespeare,   ^That  is  the  question,  »  and  the  farmer 
will  have  to  answer  it  for  himself  in  the  light  of  his  owi  practices 
and  conditions." 

Southern  A  combination  of  circumstances  including  general  business  de- 

Conditions  pression,  severe  drought,  low  prices  on  stock  conF.ioditie  s  and  n-uracrous 
bank  failm-os,  has  brought  about  serious  unemploj-Tnont  in  the  South, 
Frank  Bane,  m.Gmbor  of  the  President's  Emergency  Commit  too  for  Employ- 
ment, Docembcr  9  told  Colonel  Arthur  Woods,  the  chairman.    Mi*.  Beine, 
who  has  charge  of  the  territory  south  of  the  District  of  Colunbia  and 
cast  of  the  Mississippi  River,  said  that  while  the  situation  there  was 
perhaps  not  so  serious  as  in  highly  industralizod  localities,  its  ef- 
fects were  felt  more  because  of  ramification  into  all  lines  of  industry^ 
To  cope  with  the  situation,  he  reported  that  State  relief  committees 
had  obtained  largo  appropriations  from  legislatures,  and  that  an  effort 
was  being  made  to  got  the  cooperation  of  southern  business  men  and  in- 
dustrial loaders,     Funds  totaling  $10,000,000  in  South  Carolina  and 
$4,000,000  in  Virginia  wore  expected  for  extensive  road-building  pro- 
grams to  give  additional  employment.  (Press,  Dec.  10.) 


I 


Stock  Breeding  An  editorial  in  The  Michigan  Parmer  for  December  6  says: 

in  Michigan    "Michigan's  purebred  sheep  breeders  are  beginning  to  establish  them- 
selves as  fore  rank  breeders  in  the  United  States,    They  are  spending 
time  and  thought  in  the  selection  of  their  breeding  animals  and  bj^  so 
doing  are  establishing  type  and  uniformity  in  their  flocks.  The 
Shropshire  show  at  the  1930  State  Fair  was  proof  of  this  fact.  Of 
the  fifteen  flocks  exhibited,  only  one  was  from  outside  the  State,  yet 
the  flocks  shown  were  above  the  average  of  past  years  in  quality.... 
The  display  shows  improvement  in  our  flocks  and  with  each  succeeding 
fair  some  marked  progress  is  observed," 


Sugar  Con-  An  Amsterdam  dispatch  to  the  press  of  December  10  says:  "With 

ferences      the  two  leading  s^jgar  producing  countries  tentatively  in  harraony  on  a 

policy  for  bettennent  of  the  sugar  nmrket  for  the  next  five  years,  rep- 
resentatives moved  on  to  Brussels  to  open  the  conference  there  with 
European  beet  producing  interests.    The  conference  at  Amsterdam  con- 
cluded ydth  Java  agreeing  to  restrict  exports  to  the  Ear  East  to 
2,300,000  tons  in  1931,  "^2,400,000  in  1932,     2,500,000  in  1933, 
^  2,600,000  in  1934  and  2,700,000  in  1935.    The  estimated  reduction  of 

I  crop  output  over  this  period  is  1,250,000  tons,  or  10.42  per  cent.... In 

I      ■  reciprocation  Ciiba  has  agreed  to  restrict  its  output  next  year  to 

3,570,000  tons.    Dutcli  Government  officials  will  have  no  jurisdiction 
over  the  policies  decided  upon...." 

Tobacco  Co-  An  editorial  in  The  progressive  Farmer  for  December  1-14  says: 

operatives  "Down  in  south  Georgia  a  number  of  meetings  have  recently  been  held 
looking  toward  organizing  a  tobacco  coopera.tive,  and  'there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  among  the  delegates,'  according  to  news  dis- 
patches.   Finally,  however,  a  fair  degree  of  sanity  m.ust  have  prevailed 
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for  resolutions  were  passed  'indorsing  the  proposal  to  create  a  C-eorgia 
Tobacco  Cooperative  Associcttion, '  . . .  G-eorgia  is  going  to  have  a  tol)acco 
cooperative.     It  will  be  modeled  after  the  successful  cooperative  now 
doing  business  in  South  Carolina.     And  it  will  succeed  if  the  growers 
join  it  and  stick.     OtherT^n.s:e  it  canH,     In  this  connection  we  might 
reaffirm  ovx  belief  that  Kentucky  and  Virginia  and  all  the  other  States 
where  tobacco  is  grown  are  going  to  organize  true  cooperatives  too  some 
day.    It  is  still  the  way  out,  all  mistakes  and  disappointments  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding,'' 


Women  in  Women  are  supplanting  m.en  more  and  more  in  Government  Jobs, 

Government  "During  the  year,"  A  Civil  Service  Commission  report  said,  "women  were 
Positions    appointed  as  inspector  of  customs,  immigrant  inspector,  telegraph 

operator,  linot^^'pe  operator  and  minor  observer  in  m.eteorology.  Draft- 
ing is  a  field  in  which  several  women  had  received  appointmiCnt.  "(Press, 
;  Dec,  70   

Section  3 

Departm.ent  of 

Agricult-oTe  An  editorial  in  The  Journal  of  Cornxnorce  for  December  9  says: 

"The  Secretary  of  Agricult-oTe  in  his  Annual  Report  makes  a  nijmber  of 
observations  concerning  the  problem.s  of  fa.rm  credit  that  deserve  to 
bo  ceJlcd  to  public  attention, .Mr.  Hyde  admits  that  the  borrowing 
power  of  the  farmer  is  much  reduced,  but  he  says  it  is  not  due  to  any 
lack  of  credit  or  credit  m.achinory.     In  that  respect  agriculture  is 
much  bettor  off  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.    The  problem  is  not  simply 
one  of  providing  credit  facilities  but  one  of  risks,  and  many  of  the 
4,000  banirs  serving  agricultujral  .areas,  which  have  failed  since  post- 
war deflation  set  in,  arc  charged  with  having  assumed  risks  that 
prudent  banlvors  would  have  rejected.    The  supply  of  trained  bankers 
has  been  inadequate,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hyde,     Healthy  conditions, 
furthermore,  dem.and  not  merely  sotmd  credit  institutions  but  soimd 
farm  m.anagement  as  well  as  so-ujid  farm,  conditions, .. Caution  against  over* 
borrowing,  whether  it  be  in  the  form  of  short  term  loans  or  of  mortgage 
credits  is  urged,  and  the  interdependence  of  all  t;^7pes  of  agricultural 
credit  is  emphasized.    Particular  importance  is  given  to  fanri  earning 
power  as  the  test  of  the  security  of  mortgage  loans  instead  of  the 
estimated  selling  valiie  of  lands.     If  the  advice  to  base  loans  upon 
conservative  estimates  of  earning  power  instead  of  upon  hopes  of  ad- 
vancing land  values  had  been  follow-ed  in  tlie  past,  m.any  of  the  debt- 
ridden  farmers  of  this  country  who  attribute  their  misfortune  to  low 
prices  of  farm  products  would  find  themselves  in  a  position  to  live 
and  to  pay  their  way  while  doing  it." 
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Section  4 
im^T  qUOTATIOITS 

Farm 

Products  Dec.  10,— -Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and 

vealers;  steers  (1100-1500  l"bs.)  good  and  choice  $9,25  to  $13.50; 
cows,  good  and  choice  $5,25  to  $7,50;  heifers  (550-850  Ihs,)  good  and 
choice  $8,75  to  $12.50;  vealers,  good  and  choice  $8  to  $11;  feeder  and 
siJocker  cattle;  steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight  hogs 
(250-350  Ihs.)  good  and  choice  $7.85  to  $8,05;  light  lights  (140-160 
ITds,)  good  and  choice  $8  to  $8,25;  slaughter  pigs  (100-130  Ihs,)  good 
and  choice  $7.85  to  $8.25  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded 
from  ahove  quotations).     Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs,  lajnhs,  good  and 
choice  (90  Ihs.  down)  $7,25  to  $8.35;  feeding  lamhs  (range  stock) 
modi-am  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7.50. 

G-rain  prices:    Uo.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  pro- 
tein) Minneapolis  77  to  81^;  ITo,2  red  winter  St.  Louis  844"  to  85^; 
lTo.2  hard  winter  Kansas  City  71-1"  to  72^;  lTo,3  mixed  corn  Chicago  71  to 
73i^;  Minneapolis  62  to  64^;  Kansas  City  65  to  67-g-^;  ^To,3  yellow  corn 
Chicago  72  to  ?4t^;  Minneapolis  65^  to  68^;  St.  Louis  73  to  74^; 
Kansas  City  bSt  to  70^^;  No. 3  white  oats  Chicago  36-i-  to  36f^; 
Minneapolis  32-?:  to  33-|i^;  St.  Louis  3?^;  Kansas  City  34i-  to  35^^, 

Wliolesalo  prices  of  fresh  croamorj'-  "butter  at  New  York  were: 
92  score,  33y^;  91  score,  33^;  90  score,  3li-<^. 

T/holesale  prices  of  No.l  fresh  A^arican  cheese  at  Hew  York 
were:  Plats,  17^-  to  20^;  Sia^le  Daisies,  17-i-  to  18^*  Young  Americas, 

18^, 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mo-ontain  potatoes  $1.90-$2.05  per  100 
poujids  in  eastern  cities;  $1,25-$1,30  f.o,"b.  Presque  Isle.  Wisconsin 
sacked  Round  W^.iites  $1.35-$1,45  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $1,15-$1.20 
f.o.D.  Waupaca.    Florida  Spauldin-g  Rose  $6— $7  per  douhle-head  "barrel 
in  New  York.  .  New  York  and  Midwestern  sacked  yellow  onions  $1.10-$1.60 
per  100  pounds  in  consuming  centers;  few  $1-$1.10  f.o.h.  Rochester. 
New  York  Danish  type  cahhage  $20-$28  hulk  per  ton  in  terminal  markets; 
$15-$16  f.o.o,  Rochester,    Florida  Pointed  type  Ol.50-$2  per  l-g-  bushel 
hamper  in  the  East,    Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow  sweet  potatoes  $1.15^ 
$1,50  per  bushel  hamper  in  eastern  cities,    Tennessee  Nancy  Kails 
Ol-$1.35  in  the  Middle  West.    New  York  Mcintosh  apples  $l,5Cw$2; .Rhode 
Island  areenings  $1,25-$1.50  and  Baldwins  $1,25-$1.50  per  bushel  basket 
in  New  York  City;  Rhode  Island  G-reenings,  cold  storage  stock,  $1.35 
f.o.b,  Rochester, 

Average  price  of  Middlir^  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
declined  14  points  to  9,29^  per  lb.     On  the  corresponding  day  one  year 
ago  the  price  stood  at  16,65^,    New  December  future  contracts  on  the 
New  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  11  points  to  10.04^,  and  on  the 
New  Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  14  points  to  10.03^.  (Prepared  by 
Bu,  of  Agr.  Econ.) 
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SENATE  VOTES  The  emergency  pulDlic  improvements  appropriation  was  passed 

EI»1PL0YI\1E1TT         late  yesterday  by  the  Senate,  according  to  the  press  to-day.  The 
FUITDS  report  says:     "The  Senate  struck  from  the  hill  the  provision  giving 

President  Hoover  a  free  hand  in  the  use  of  the  fund,  on  motion  of 
Senator  Rohinson,  of  Arkansas,  the  Dem.ocratic  leader.     This  and  other  amendments, 
including  an  addition  of  $5,000,000  to  the  $110,000,000  voted  oy  the  House,  require 
reconsideration  of  the  legislation  hy  the  House.     The  huge  fund  to  he  spent  on  a 
vast  puhlic  imxprovement s  program  throughout  the  Nation  will  hecome  available  im- 
mediately upon  enactment  and  final  congressional  approval  is  expected  hy  early  next 
week  at  the  latest.     Sponsors  of  the  legislation  assert  it  will  give  imiaediate  em- 
ployment to  thousands  " 


DROUGHT  Confidence  that  the  House  will  approve  a  $30,000,000  drought 

RELIE?  relief  bill  instead  of  the  $60,000|000  measure  passed  hy  the  Senate 

was  expressed  yesterday  hy  Speaker  Longworth  in  announcing  tha.t  the 
legislation  would  he  called  up  for  action  early  next  week,  according  to  the  press 
to-day. 

Mr.  Longworth  said  the  $30,000,000  hill  previously  passed  hy  the  House 
prohahly  would  he  considered  under  a  procedure  barring  any  amendments.     The  report 
says:     "House  leaders  are  not  only  opposed  to  the  $60,000,000  amount  of  the  Senate 
"bill,  but  also  to  authorizing  loans  to  farmers  for  food  in  addition  to  seed  and 
fertilizers  for  next  year's  crop.     They  contend  it  would  be  a  discrimination 
against  workless  people  in  industrial  areas.    After  the  Senate  m.easure  was  referred 
to  the  House  agriculture  commi  "t  G  e  e  •  txie  leaders  concluded  the  lower  figure  should 
be  voted  on  by  the  House  and  the  differences  be  settled  in  conference," 


I    THE  SUGAR  A  Brussels  dispatcli  to-day  states  that  Thomas  L.  Chadbourne, 

CONEEREITCE         of  New  York,  spokesman  of  the  Cuban-Am.erican  delegation  at  the  in- 
ternational sugar  conference,  told  the  ©aropean  delegations  yester- 
day that  not  only  the  sugar  industry  but  the  capitalistic  system  itself  v/as  on 

trial  a.t  the  present  restriction  meeting.     The  report  says:     "  Mr.  Chadbourne 

presented  the  Cuban-American  proposal,  asking  that  all  European  sugar-exporting 
coun-tries  reduce  their  exportation  15  per  cent  next  2'^ear  and  gradually  cut  down  the 
excessive  stocks  on  hand,  which  now  are  choking  the  industries  " 


BELGIAN  A  Brussels  dispatch  to-day  states  that  the  Senate  yesterday 

SUGAR  passed  a  bill  previously  passed  by  the  Chamber  increasing  the 

TARIEE  tariff  on  sugar  by  26  cents  a  hundredweight.     In  supporting  the 

measure,  Einance  Minister  Houtart  said  the  increase  v/as  designed  to 
"help  the  farmers  through  the  crisis  and  save  local  industries  from  ruin." 
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Section  2 

Cotton  Manufacturers  Hecord  for  December  11  says:     "Some  years  ago  the 

Utiliza-  Savannah  Sugar  Refining  Corporation  hegan  to  use  cotton  hags  as  contain- 
tion  ers  for  sugar,   in  place  of  jute  bagging,  and  this  practice  has  been  fol- 

lo?/ed  by  other  refineries,  resulting  in  the  utilization  of  thousands  of 
bales  of  cotton  for  this  purpose.    Reference  to  this  development  has 
■  been  made  previously  in  tiiese  coluinns.    Recently  we  have  received  from 
S.  0,  Sprague,  president  of  the  Savannah  corporation,  a  communication 
written  on  cotton  fabric  letter  'paper.'    Mr.  Sprague  expresses  his  deep 
interest  in  the  promotion  of  v/ider  uses  for  cotton,  and  his  realization 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  South  is  dependent  in  no  sm.all  measure  on 
this  product,   its  chief  agricultural  raw  material. ... .As  a  novel  adver- 
tisement of  the  staple,  this  new  use  of  cotton  fabric  is  valuable.  Fnat 
the  South  most  needs,  hov/ever,  is  to  educate  its  ovm  people  to  the  ne- 
cessity for  v/ider  utilization  of  cotton  products.     Perhaps  the  greatest 
offenders  in  the  use  of  products  competing  with  cotton  are  the  growers 
who  continue  to  use  jute  bagging  for  wrapping  cotton  bales.     Vfny  should 
the  growers  expect  those  who  can  choose  from  a  variety  of  fabrics  to 
favor  cotton  products  when  these  very  growers  are  so  neglectful  of  their 
ovm  opiDortuni  ties  to  increase  the  use  of  cot  ton? Thus ,  from,  this  one 
direction,  cotton  has  to  meet  the  competition  of  more  than  887,000,000 
pounds  of  jute  imports  valued  at  nearly  $100,000,000.     We  do  not  mean  to 
imply  that  cotton  could  be  used  always  in  place  of  jute,  but  we  do  say 
that , especially  for  the  bagging  of  cotton,  and  sugar,  and  probably  for 
other  products  also,  cotton  fabrics  could  be  used  to  the  advantage  of 
the  entire  South.     Jute  manufactured  in  British  India  8.nd  other  foreign 
countries  helps  to  give  employment  to  the  people  of  those  countries,  and 
every  pound  of  jute  we  import  helps  to  reduce  the  opport^oni ty  for  em- 
plo5.mient  in  this  coimtry. " 


Egypt  *s  The  Hear  East  and  India  for  llovember  27  says:     "The  decision  of 

Cotton  the  Egyptia„n  Government  to  restrict  the  cultivation  of  Sakelloridis  cot- 
Policy         ton  to  40  per  cent  of  the  total  area  under  cotton  for  the  next  three 

years  marks  a  very  decided  departure  from  the  policy  pursued  in  Egypt  in 
recent  years.     Previously  measures  of  restriction  have  been  applied  to 
the  whole  cotton  area;  now  we  have  one  type,  and  that  the  principal  tj^e 
of  cotton  produced  in  the  country,   singled  out  for  this  treatment.  The 
view  taken  by  the  Government  apparently  is  that  complete  restriction  of 
the  crop  is  out  of  the  question  because  of  outside  competition,  but  that 
the  supply  of  Sakellaridis  can  be  regulated  to  the  v/orld  demand  without 
endangering  the  predominant  position  of  this  type.     It  is  by  no  means 
certain,  however,  that  this  calculation  will  prove  correct.    As  I 
pointed  out  recently  in  these  columns,  Sakellaridis  has  been  losing 
ground  in  Egypt     in  recent  years,  and  the  effect  of  restriction  is  like- 
ly to  give    a  further  impetus  to  this  process;   it  is  certainly  bomd  to 
be  to  the  advantage  of  other  producers  of  Sakellaridis,    But  types  of 
cotton  are  alv/ays  changing,  and  just  as  there  were  other  cottons  before 
Sakellaridis,   so  Egypt  has  to-day  a  n-umber  of  new  and  promising  varieties 
and  at  any  time  a  cotton  may  be  discovered  which  will  force  itself  to 
the  first  place.     There  is  now  to  be  no  restriction  on  the  total  area 
under  cotton,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment recognizes  the  soundness  of  the  basic  principle  of  unrestricted 
production.     It  is  going  to  meet  the  problem  of  low  prices  by  a  policy 
of  reducing  costs  in  every  direction  and  by  the  improvement  of  quality. 
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By  these  met  hods  it  slioull  oe  possible  to  restore  the  position  of  Egypt's 
chief  industry  and  enable  it  to  profit  by  the  revival  of  trade  when  it 
comes  alongo " 

Forestry  in  An  editorial  in  The  New  York  World  for  December  10  says:  '^In 

Hew  York      his  last  annual  report —  he  retires  from,  office  at  the  end  of  the  m.onth 
—  Alexander  MacDonald,  the  Staters  efficient  conservation  commissioner, 
brings  to  attention  the  happy  beginnings  of  the  vast  undertaking  of  Uew 
York  in  reforesting  abandoned  and  worn-^out  farm  lands.     To  grasp  the 
magnitude  of  New  York's  forestry  comm.itments  some  comparisons  are  use- 
ful:    Within  the  limits  of  the  Adirondack  and  Cat  skill  Parks  are  includ- 
ed 4,000,000  acres,  about  the  com.bined  area  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode 
Islands     Almost  half  of  this  area  is  in  private  ovmership  under  State 
regu.lation.     Somewhat  more  than  half  is  State  land  in  varying  stages  of 
reforestation;   some  virgin  timber,  some  cut-over  land 3   som.e  young  fores'^ 
somxc  fire-blackened  tracts.     What  is  nov;  proposed  is  the  purchase  and 
reforestation  of  another  million  acres,  say  about  the  area  of  Hhode  Is- 
land plus  Greater  New  York,  of  low-grade  farm  lands  outside  of  the  great 
State  parks.     The  chances  are  fair  that  in  this  additional  area  the 
State  will  practice  practical  forestry,  marketing  as  well  as  producing 
forest  grov/th.     An  amendment  to  the  State  Constitution  facilitating  such 
handling  of  the  new  million  acres  passed  the  Legislature  in  the  last 
session.     It  v/ill  probably  be  passed  again  in  that  body  and  accepted  by 
the  people  at  the  polls  next  Novem_bero    No  one  is  at  present  proposing 
the  relaxation  of  the  rule  that  forbids  the  selling,  removal,  or  destruc- 
tion of  tim.ber  on  the  forest  Preserve  proper,  which  is  to  be  ' forever 
kept  as  wild  forest  lands. '     Only  on  the  new  purchases  outside  of  the 
Adirondack  and  Catskill  Parks  is  scientific  forestry  for  the  market  to 
be  tried  if  the  amendment  passes.    As  these  purchases  are  to  be  spread 
over  fifteen  years  the  State  will  come  but  gradually  into  its  new  activi- 
ty.   But  mider  the  Hewitt  Act  m.ore  than  40,000  acres  have  already  been 
replanted,  an  area  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Brooklyn, 

No  other  State  in  the  Union  has  anything  like  New  York's  wood- 
land comimi tment s.     As  timber  elsewhere  is  cut  away,  that  of  New  York  is 
restored  and  augmented^  the  Empire  State  may  soon  be  known  also  as  the 
Forest  State —  and  the  name  has  a  refreshing  sound." 

Mendelian  The  Wall  St,  Journal  for  December  9  says:   Sir  William 

Theory         Bateson  in  the  address  mentioned  discussed  the  Mendelian  theory  in  its 
application  to  the  hjman  race.    Most  of  his  remarks  dealt  with  biologi- 
cal technicalities  which  are  not  relevant  to  this  discussion.  He 
reached,  however,  an  important  general  conclusion  which  is  relevant. 
That  conclusion  v/as  that,  so  far  as  science  could  see,  the  human  race 
would  always  exhibit  a  highly  ' polymorphic '  state,  i.e.,  that  individ- 
uals would  be  of  widely  differing  qualities  and  degress  of  'capacity' 
from  any  point  of  view,  and  that  anything  in  the  nature  of  an  approach 
to  a  common  level  of  either  qualities  or  capacities  was  quite  unlikely 
if  not  impossible.    He  warned  his  hearers  that  no  form  of  human  organi- 
zation which  did  not  take  this  into  account  could  hope  for  survival.  In 
other  words,  nature  has  stratified  the  human  race  upon  an  'aristocratic' 
rather  than  upon  a 'democratic '  basis  with  respect  to  all  human  mental  or 
physical  activities  from  poetry,  miusic,  painting,  and  metaphysics  to 
golf,  baseball,  prize-fighting,  and  contract  bridge.     In  all  these 
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things  there  are  a  few  ' oat  standing '  individuals  and  a  great  many  others 
scattered  all  the  way  down  the  scale  to  the  zero  point «     It  is  likelj", 
too,  that  the  'd rackets'  of  the  various  scales  would  show,  if  Yie  could 
ascertain  them,  a  fairly  -jjiifomi  principle  of  distribution.,.." 


Section  5 

Department  of 

Agriculture  Commenting,  in  the  current  number  of  Industrial  and  Engineering 

Chemistry,  upon  the  X-^i'^ tection  afforded  the  public  b.}^  the  enforcement  by 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  of 
the  food  and  drugs  act,  H.  E.  Hov/e,  editor  of  that  journal,  says:  "The 
$200,000,000  or  miore  spent  annually  on  various  sorts  of  patent  m.edicines, 

/  many  of  v/hich  are  no  doubt  excellent  for  the  rrarpose  intended,  is  one 

indication  of  the  extent  of  self-medics.ticn ,  commendable  in  many  cases, 
but  dangerous  in  the  inverse  rationto  the  intelligence  of  the  sufferer 
or  his  attendant.     It  is  particularly  important  that  the  public  be  pro- 
tected not  only  in  the  matter  of  the  true  statement  upon  labels,  but  in 
the  truth  of  concurrent  advertising.     Should  it  be  experienced  that, 
under  existing  laws,  technicalities  prevent  the  proper  protection  of  the 
public,  then  there  v/ill  be  nothing  left  but  to  amend  the  legislation  to 
insure  the  public's  good," 

\  The  editorial  s?ys,  further:     "Ever  since  its  creation  the  act 

/                   designed  to  enable  the  adequate  protection  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  miatters  pertaining  to  food  and  drugs  has  been  subject  to  con- 
tention. It  is  not  generally  understood  that  there  is  a  m.arked  dif- 
ference in  the  difficulty  of  enforcing  that  part  of  the  act  which  per- 
tains to  food  and  that  which  pertains  particularly^  to  so-called  patent 
medicine*     "hiere  foods  are  concerned,  it  is  only  necessar.3^  to  shov;  that 
they  have  been  labeled  or  branded  so  as  to  deceive  or  mislead  the  pur- 
chaser to  take  legal  action.     This  is  much  easier  than  in  the  case  of 
patent  miedicines,  where  steps  can  be  taken  only  provided  the  'package 

I  or  label  shall  bear  or  contain  any  statement,  design,  or  device  regard- 

ing the  curative  or  therapeutic  effect  of  such  article  or  any  of  the 

^  ingredients  or  substances  contained  therein  which  is  false  and  fraudu- 

S  lent.'  .How  "onless  the  G-overnment  can  succeed  in  enforcing  the  law, 

■  notwithstanding  this  increased  skill  on  the  part  of  the  violator,  we 

may  gradually  return  to  the  old  days  when  the  unscrupulous  and  their 
technical  lawyers  becom.e  more  bold.     \7e  have  to  consider  not  only  the 

;                   statem^ents  on  the  labels,  but  those  m.ore  widely  read  and  more  dangerous 
statem.ents  v/hich  can  be  made  on  billboards,  in  purchased  advertising 
space,  and  by  broadcasting,  over  which  there  is  no  control  in  the  lav/s 
:                  as  they  stand  at  present.     It  becomes  a  nice  technical  question  how  far 
advertising  may  be  legally  interpreted  as  defining  the  intent  in  the 
wording  of  an  otherwise  legal  label  " 
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Section  4 
MABKST  QUOTATIONS 

Farm 

Products  Dec. 11, — Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves,  and  veal- 

ers:     Steers  (1100-1500  IIds.)  good  and  choice  $9'-13,50;  cows,  good  and 
choice  $5,25-7.50;  heifers  (550-850  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $3.50-12.50; 
Vealers,   good  and  choice  $7.75-10.50;  feeder  and  stocker  cattle; 
Steers,  good  and  choice  $7-9;  Heavy  weight  hogs  (250-350  Ihs.)  good  and 
choice  $7.55-7.75;  light  lights  (140-160  Ids.)  good  and  choice  $7.65- 
7.90;  Slaughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.40-7.80  (Soft  or 
oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded  from  above  quotations) ;  Slaughter 
sheep  and  la^mbs:    Lambs,  good  and  choice  (90  lbs.  down)  $7-8.10;  Feeding 
lambs    .:ange  stock)  medram  to  choice  $5.50-7.50, 

G-rain  prices;    Ho.  1  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  pro- 
tein) Minneapolis  77-3/8-81-3/8^;  No.  2  red  winter  St.  Louis  84-85^; 
No.  2  hard  winter  Kansas  City  71-^--72^;  No.  3  mixed  corn  Chicago  70^; 
Minneapolis  62-64^;  Kansas  City  64-66^;  No.. 3  yellow  corn  Chicago  70j- 
72-i-^;  Minneapolis  65i:-68^;   St.  Louis  721^^^;  Kansas  City  67-69i^';  No.  3 
white  oats  Chicago  35-36^;  Minneapolis  31-|--o2i^;  Kansas  City  34-35^., 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  ranged  $1.75-2.05  per  100 
lbs.  in  eastern  cities;  mostly  $1.25  f.o.b.  Presque  Isle.  Wisconsin 
sacked  Ro-iind  TThites  $1.40-1.50  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  very  few  $1.15- 
1.20  f.o.b.  Waupaca.    New  York  and  Midv;estern  sacked  yellow  onions 
brought  $1,10-1.60  per  100  Ib.s  in  city  markets;  very  few  $1-1*05  f.o.b. 
Rochester.    New  York  Danish  t^^^e  cabbage  $20-26  bulk  per  ton  in  terminal 
markets;     $15  f.o.b.  Rochester.      South  Carolina  l^ointed  tirpe  131.75- 
2.25  per  li;  bushel  hamper  in  the  East.     Delaware  and  Maryland  j^ellow 
pweet  potatoes  $1.15-1.75  per  bushel  hamper  in  the  East.  Tennessee 
Nancy  Halls  $1-1.40  in  the  Middle  West.    New  York  Mcintosh  apples  $1.50- 
2;  Rhode  Island  Greenings  $1 . 12i-l. 57|;  Romes  $1.25  and  3aldv/ins  $1,25- 
1.37-g-  per  bushel  basked  in  New  York  City;  Rhode  Island  G-reenings, .  cold 
storage  stock,  one  car  $1.60  f.o.b.  Rochester. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
^  declined  14  points  to  9.15^  per  lb.     On  the  same  day  last  year  the 

price  was  16.58^\    New  December  future,  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton 
Exchange  declined  19  points  to  9.85^,  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton 
Exchange  declined  15  points  to  9.88^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were:  92 
score,  33^;  91  score,  32^^;  90  score,  3li-y^, 

r^Tiolesale  prices  of  No.  1  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York 
were:    Plats,  17-|-20^;   Single  Daisies,  17i--4.8^;  Young  Americas,  18^. 
(Prep,  by  Bu.  of  Agr.  Econ.) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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E1>£SRG-ENCY  The  press  to-day  says:  "...The  House  yesterday  indicated 

RELIEF  SILL        a  willingness  to  hack  up  President  lioover  hy  voting  to  disagree  to 
the  Senate  aiiiendinents  to  the  emergency  relief  bill,  passed  hy  the 
Senate,  which  increased  the  appropriation  it  ca^rries  from  $110, 000, 
000  to  $118,000,000  and  eliminated  the  discretion  given  to  the  President  of  trans- 
ferring expenditures  from  one  project  to  another...." 


PEDSRAL  The  House  yesterday  repudiated  the  Wood  amendment  pro- 

SAL^Y  BILL        hibiting  any  increases  in  pay  for  Federal  employees  in  the  next 
fiscal  year,  the  press  to~day  reports. 


BOULDER  CilTYON  The  Interior  Department  supply  bill,  carrying  $15,000,000 

LEG-ISLATIOi^       for  vrork  on  the  Boulder  Canyon  project  in  the  next  fiscal  year, 
v/as  passed  by  the  House  yesterday.   (Press,  Dec.  13.) 


BMK  CLOSINGS  A  Chicago  dispatch  to-day  states  that  six  small  banlis  in 

South  Da.hota,  Iowa  and  Illinois  were  closed  yesterday  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  depositors.    The  report  sa3^s:  "The  banlis,  whose 
total  capital  was  about  $250,000,  were  the  Security  State  Banlr  of  G-ayville,  Citi- 
zens State  Baiik  of  Colm.an  and  Brovm  County  Banking  Comipany  of  Groton,  all  in  South 
Dakota;  the  Exchange  Ban}^  at  Marcus  and  the  Sllston  Savings  Bank  at  Ellston,  both 
in  Iowa,  and  the  Christopher  State  Ban]c  of  Christopher,  111." 


BUG-AR  COIIFSR-  A  Brussels  dispatch  tc>-day  states  that  at  the  international 

EHCE  sugar  conference  at  Brussels  yesterday  the  Cuban-American  delegation 

proposed  that  next  yearns  export  be  reduced  to  1,229,000  tons.  The 
Europeans  accepted  this  figure  in  principle,  but  suggested  that  this 
figure  should  be  exclusive  of  one-fifth  of  their  stock  now  on  hand,  which  vrauld 
^ring  the  annual  export  total  to  1,508,000  tons — greater  than  last  year's  export 
aggregate.    The  report  says:  "Thomias  L.  Chadboi;j:ne  flatly  refused  this  proposal, 
pointing  out  that  the  only  way  to  a  solution  was  a  drastic  cut  in  exportation. 
?We  are  willing  to  fail,  but  not  to  falce,'  declared  Mr.  Chadbourne.   M"e  are  willing 
tt)  die,  but  not  to  duck.'...." 

'  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  A  Cairo  dispatch  December  12  states  that  the  government 

KJTIHES  cotton  com^mission  announced  that  it  had  suspended  all  Jobbers' 

business  in  Alexandria  for  fifteen  days,  beginning  Decem.ber  11. 

A  Cairo  dispatch  to-day  says:  "Som.e  trading  in  cotton  is 
:   still  progressing  on  the  Alexandria  Bourse,  but  it  is  confined  to  brokers.  Reply- 
[  ing  to  the  Jobbers'  protests  of  illegality  at  their  suspension  from  trading,  the 
president  of  the  Bo^JTse  pointed  out  that  a  Bo-JX^e  rule  permits  such  a  step  when^ 
necessary.  Cotton  prices  in  the  last  few  days  have  been  firm  despite  lower  American 
prices."  .  


Section  2 

Game  An  editorial  entitled  "The  Seme  Hestoraticn  pro2:rain''  in 

Policies      ITational  Sport cr.an  for  Jfj.n-jr.ry  sa^s:  "'rhe  tirno  is  rapidl.y  dra.wing 

nea.rer  7;?.en  :3portsrr.en  can  no  lon;^:er  "b'-iry  their  heads  in  the  sand  to 
avoid  the  -^onpleasant  realization  th:at  the  end  of  free  h-onting  as  it 
exists  to-day  is  in  sight..     Some  system  must  he  devised  v^h.ich  will 
ma^intain  a  supply  of  game  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  an  ever 
increasing  nurhber  of  hunters.     The  game  policy  to-day  is  fundamentally 
the  same  as  that  v;hich  ohtained  fifty  or  one  hundred  yaars  ago  when 
hunters  were  fev/,  land  cheap  and  game  plentiful,    A  ne?/  policy  m^ust  he 
adopted  '.vhich  7/ill  hring  togethier  in  a  feasihle  effective  program  of 
game  restoration  the  land  owners,  the  sport smien  and  the  puolic  so  that 
the  areas  sol  table  for  gairie  e.nd  for  h-anting  m.ay  be  utilized  to  the  "best 
advantages  of  all.    The  need  for  a  miodern  American  game  policy  has  long 
"been  recognized,    A  definite  start  towards  a  solution  of  the  prohlem 
has  "been  made  hy  the  American  G-ame  Conference,  of  the  American  Game  Pro- 
tective Association,    At  the  Conference  in  1928  a  comiT.it tee  of  fourteen 
men  was  chosen  to  prepare  a  tentative  gejne  policy, .The  first  report 
of  this  coimmittee  has  Just  heen  puolishod.     An  Am-erican  gam.e  policy  has 
"been  proposed.     It  vitally  affects  every  sport sm.an,  nature  lover,  con- 
servation officer,  farm.er,  li:imiOerman,  stoclonan,  educator  and  "biologist, 

!l 

<■  •  •  « 


New  York  A  lie?/  York  dispatch  yesterday  stated  that  the  Banlc  of  United 

Bank  Closes    States,  a  cornm.ercial  oani:  with  sixty  offices  in  ITer  York  City>  closed 
its  doors  on  Th^JTsday  and  placed  its  affairs  in  trie  hands  of  the  State 
Banld  ng  Departm.ent. 

An  editorial  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal  for  December  12  says: 
"Jail-ore  of  the  Bank  of  United  States,  a  Hew  York  institution  of  m.od- 
erate  size  even  though  its  deposits  approximate  $200,000,000,  com-es  as 
no  surprise.    Leading  bar_kers  have  for  som.e  weeks    been  working  anxious-- 
ly  to  avert  such  an  outcomie,  and  vrhen  the  barJr- s  suspension  of  payment 
became  clearly  una.voidable  the  Clearing  House  Association  here  readily 
provided  a  fund  from  which  to  advance  loans  to  depositors  of  the  failed 
banJk:  up  to  50  per  cent  of  their  clairnxs.    That  f-^jnd  remiains  available  for 
th.e  p-uxpose,  insm-ing  depositors  a  substantial  measure  of  imm.ediate  re- 
lief,    Por  that  prompt  helpful  action  the  participating  ban]^s  are  en- 
titled to  no  little  credit.     But  the  significance  of  their  action  goes 
beyond  its  usefulness  to  depositors  in  this  one  barJc.     It  testifies 
convincingly  to  the  confidence  of  the  banking  fraternity  of  ITew  York  in 
the  local  credit  sit-uation.     Obviously,  they  would  not  have  put  so 
large  a  fund  at  the  disposal  of  depositors  of  one  bank  in  difficulties 
without  satisfying  knovv'ledge  that  its  plight  was  highly  exceptional  and 
not  a  y/ide spread  condition. It  remiains  for  bank  depositors  in  general 
to  keep  their  heads  and  to  romx-mibcr  that  this  first  bank  fail-JTe  here 
of  any  momient  since  the  m^.rket  slrmp  of  1929  comes  more  than  a  year 
after  that  event.     Ihiat  timie  intei-^/al  alone  is  no  slight  assujrancs  that 
necessary  adjustments  in  the  affairs  of  banJring  institutions  have  been 
largely  if  not  wholly  completed.     The  closing  of  one  bank  U-nable  to 
effect  such  adjustm.ent  should  create  no  false  impressions  concerning 
other  banks," 
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IJoise  The  British  Medical  Journal  for  llovemlDer  29  says:  "When,  in 

Abatement    1928  and  1929,  the  press  was  calling  for  meastires  to  mitigate  the 

noise  nuisance,  and  the  British  Medical  Association,  which  had  been 
largely  responsible  for  the  public  interest  in  the  subject,  was  formu- 
lating proposals  to  secure  this  end  and  bringirig  them  to  the  attention 
of  the  G-overnment  departments  concerned,  it  seemed  that  here,  perhaps, 
was  a  cai^ipaign  that  would  not  end  till  its  objectives  had  been  gained. 
The  agitation  ir^  the  newspapers  has  died  down;  the  association  and  the 
other  important  public  bodies  who  interested  themselves  in  the  subject 
have  passed  to  other  business;  the  G-ovornment  has  tinkered  with  one  of 
two  of  the  worst  acoustic  outrages;  but  the  hooting  and  rattling,  tho 
hubbub  and  clatter,  go  on  exactly  as  before, . .They  order,  it  seems, 
thoso  matters  better  in  the  United  States.     In  the  most  populous  city 
of  that  country  the  public  health  authorities  h^ve  not  only  investigated 
with  immense  thoroughness  the  problems  created  by  urfen  noise,  but  by 
the  press  and  the  radio,  by  poster  and  pamphlet  and  by  every  other 
available  means  of  publicity,  they  impel  the  masses,  on  whose  behalf 
they  are  v;orking,  to  be  interested  in  and  to  approve  what  is  being  done 
on  their  behalf.    A  report  lately  published  by  the  Noise  Abatement 
Commission  of  the  Department  of  Health,  New  York,  is  a  model  of  what  .  . 
such  a  docment  should  be.     In    language  that  all  may  read  and  under« 
stand,  and  with  a  wealth  of  illustrations,  including  photographs, 
charts,  cartoons,  and  simple  graphs,  it  explains  to  the  American  public 
not  only  the  conclusions  that  have  been  arrived  at  by  the  body  of 
physicians,  neurologists,  otologists,  la.wj^ers,  physicists,  and  engi- 
neers of  which  the  commission  is  composed,  but  how,  by  its  own  efforts, 
the  public  can  contribute  to  the  elimination  of  this  unpleasant  and 
even  dangerous  by-product  of  our  machine  age..." 

Price  Stab-  A  London  dispatch  to  the  press  of  December  12  states  that  a 

ilization    plea  for  general  stabilization  of  prices  and  exchanges  was'    made  be- 
fore the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  London  on  Thursday,  by  Sir 
Basil  Blackett,  chairman  of  Imperial  and  International  Communications, 
Ltd,    The  report  says:  "A  stable  price  level  is  essential  for  real 
human  progress  in  the  twentieth  century,"  said  Sir  Basil,  who  asserted 
that  violent  price  fluctuations  caused  monetary  instability  and  conse- 
quent trade  depressions.     His  attitude  on  prices  was  opposed,  however, 
by  Francis  E.  Powell,   chainnan  of  the  Anglo-American  Oil  Company,  who 
presided.     'It  is  far  more  important  to  have  stabilization  of  exchanges 
than  of  prices,'  said  Mr,  Powell.     'All  interest  in  life  would  be  taken 
from  business  men  if  prices  remained  perpetually  fixed.'*.." 

Scientific  Nature  (London)  for  Novemiber  29  says:  "Arnold  Bennett,  in 

Writing       the  course  of  an  article  in  the  Evening  Standard  of  November  20  on 
Sir  James  Jeans' s  book,   'The  Mysterious  Universe,'  pays  Nature  a 
compliment  which  we  gratefully  acknowledge.     He  says:   'My  esteem  for 
Nature  is  enormous,  for  I  have  learnt  a  tremendous  lot  from.  it.  But 
the  writing  of  it  is  considerably  inferior  to  the  matter  of  it.'  ... 
We  suggest  to  him,  however,  in  all  humdlity,  that  similar  examples  of 
careless  construction  could  be  selected  fromx  the  pages  of  any  issue 
of  any  literary  periodical,  and  that  his  generalization  is  scarcely 
Just  to  us.     We  can  not  pretend  that  the  highly  specialized  subjects 
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of  modern  science  can  alv/ays  be  described  in  v'ords  of  connion  speech, 


but  we  do  endeavor  to  .naintain 


s  ca.ndar 


of  English  in  contribu' 


tions  generally,  and  v;e  regret  ar5  much,  as  an3/one  Yjhen  slipshod  or  am« 
bigu.ous  phrases  escape  ciir  notice.     It  would  be  easy,  however,  to  find 
on  alixiost  every  p?^p;e  of  every  issue  of  the  Evening  Standard  worse  exam- 
ples of  hasty  or  clumsy  \--riting  than  tho  two  quoted  by  Ivlr.  Bennett  from 
a  sin.^'le  article  in  Nature..*" 


Southern 
R-jTal 
Health 
Worh 


I 


Ilanuf actijrers  Record  for  December  11  says:  '"The  South  leads  in 
the  United  States  in  run^al  health  work,  ^   says  the  News- --Let ter  of  the 
University  of  ITorth  Carolina.    The  nine  specially  progressive  Southern 
States  are  Alabama,  Maryland,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  I'orth  Carolina, 
TonnossGO,  KcntLichy,  Mississippi  and  West  Virginia.    Tho3/  rani-::  among 
the  first  11  States  in  the  co^jntry  in  the  efficacy  of  their  rural  health 
work.    The  other  two  in  this  11  arc  Ohio  and  Washington.    The  value  of 
such  work  as  it  affects  the  life,  health  and  happiness  of  our  peoplc_ 
can  not  be  computed  in  tcrmis  of  dollars  and  cents.    Sut  an  cstimia.tc  can 
bo  made  of  tho  nationa.1  economic  loss  in  wage  earnings  e.nd  in  other 
items  incident  to  siclmess  which  could  be  prevented  by  reasor^„bly  ef- 


ficient count^^  health  service,  and  it 


been  lolaced  at  a  miillion 


dollars 


a  year... In  many  ways  the  South  has  corrected  conditions  detri- 


m.ental  to  good  health.    Lowlands  have  been  drained,  streamis  have  been 
cleansed  of  pollution  and  other  waters  have  been  opened  to  r^tural  puri»- 
fication.     County  health  service  has  contributed  largely  to  this  achieve- 
mient . " 


Western  An  editorial  in  Implement  &  Tractor  Trade  Journal  for  December 

Panning       6  says:  "An^r  analysis  of  futru-e  potentiality  for  farm  miachinery  selling, 
based  on  the  recent  census  returns  on  the  number  of  farms,  affords  m.uch 
encouragement  for  the  industry.     ITnile  the  nunber  of  faimis  actually 
shows  a  decrease,  a.s  was  to  be  expected  from^  the  trend  shown  in  previoris 
census  reports,  it  is  encoujraging  to  note  that  the  actua.l  number  is  in- 
creasing in  the  sections  ylxLcji  best  lend  themselves  to  power  farming. 
This  Is  particularly  true  in  sections  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
While  no  reports  have  as  yet  been  made  on  farm  acreage,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  acreage  especially  in  Western  States  v/ill  also  show  an 
increase,  as  the  past  decade  has  seen  m.uch  new  land  brou-ght  into  produc- 
tion.   The  census  definitely'-  shows  that  eastern  agriculture  on  high- 
priced  land  is  gradually  giving  ^-^rSiy  to  the  more  profitable  large-scale 
methods  on  the  lower  priced  lands  of  the  West.     This,  of  course,  mieans 
greatly  increased  tonnaee  to  the  implomxent  mian-^af acturing  establishmient s. 
It  m.eans  that  where  the  industry  lias  formerly  sold  a  s^ilky  plow  it 
now  sells  a  tractor  and  tractor  plow,  a  com.bine  instead  of  the  binder, 
etc.    Eastern  agricultujre  doubtless  will  eventually  find  its  place  in 
the  production  of  specialized  crops,  but  the  census  shows  that  the  cen- 
ters of  production  of  the  m.ore  im^portant  cigri cultural  crops  are  moving 
rapidly  westward, . • * " 
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Dec.  12. — Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and 
vealers;  steers  (1100-1500  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $9  to  $13.50;  cows, 
good  a.nd  choice  $5  to  $7.35;  heifers  (550-850  lbs.)  good  and  choice 
$8.50  to  $12.50;  vealers,  ^-ood  and  choice  $7,50  to  $10;  feeder  and 
steelier  cattle;   steers  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight  hogs 
(250-350  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.60  to  $7.85;  light  lights  (140--160 
lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.80  to  $8;  slaughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs.)  good 
a,nd  choice  $7.50  to  $8:  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded 
from  above  quotations).     Slaughter  sheep  and  lambs.*    Lambs,  good  and 
choice  (90  lbs.  do^m)  $7.25  to  $8.10;  feeding  lambs  (range  stock) 
medium  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7.50. 

G-rain  prices:    iTo.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary 
protein)  Minneapolis  77-J:  to_81:|^;  No. 2  red  winter  St,  Louis  83  to  84^?^; 
No,  2  hard  winter  Chicago  78^(2^;  fcansas  City  71  to  71^^^;  Ho.  3  mxized 
corn  Chicago  69|-  to  70f^;  Minneapolis  61  to  63^^;  Kansas  City  632  to 
66^;  No. 3  yellow  corn  Chicago  70  to  72^;  Minneapolis  65  to  67^; 
St.  Louis  7rJ  to  72^5;  Kansas  City  67  to  69^;  No. 3  white  oats  Chicago 
34i^;  Minneapolis  30  7/8  to  31  7/8(-;;  St.  Louis  35f  to  36^;  Kansas  City 
34  to  35^, 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  marine ts 
declined  16  points  to  8.99^  per  lb.     On  the  same  day  one  year  ago  the 
price  stood  at  16.61^.     New  December  future  contracts  on  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchange  declined  15  points  to  9 . 70^i  and  on  the  New  Orleans 
Cotton  Exchange  declined  18  points  to 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  ranged  $1.75-$2.05  per 
100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  $1.25-$1,30  f.c.b.  Presque  Isle.  Eastern 
sacked  Ro-and  \7hites  $1.65--$1.75  in  Baltimore;  $1.45^$1.57  f.o.b. 
Rochester,  New  York.    New  York  Danish  t'vnoe  cabbage  $20-$24  bulk  per  ton 
in  terminal  meirkets;  90-pound  sacks  'oqt  ton  basis  $16-$17  f.o.b. 
Rochester,    Delav;are  and  Maryland  yellow  sweet  potatoes  $1.15'-$1.75  per 
bushel  hamper  in  eastern  cities.    Tennessee  Nancy  Halls . $1-$1 « 40  in 
the  Middle  West.    New  York  and  Midwestern  sacked  yellow  onions  $1.10- 
$1.35  per  100  pounds  in  conswdng  centers;  95^<"$1  f.o.b.  West  Michigan 
points.     New  York  Mcintosh  apples  $1.50^$l-75;  Rliode  Island  Greenings 
$1.25>^$1.37j  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York  City.     Vermont  Rliode  Island 
G-reenings  $4.50  per  barrel  in  New  York. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  cream.ery  butter  at  New  Yor 
92  score,  33^^:  91  score,  32^^  I  90  score,  31^^ 


were 


were 
18^. 


Fnolesale  loricos  of  No.l  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York 


Flats  J  174  to  20^-^;  Single  Daisies,  17^  to  18^;  Young  Americas, 
(Prepared  by  Bu.  of  Agr,  Scon.) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presentins  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic^aspccts.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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THE  DROUG-HT  The  press  to-day  states  that  an  effort  will  be  made  in 

BILL  the  House  to-day  to  substitute  the  House  measure  appropriating 

$30,000,000  for  drought  relief  for  the  Senate  "bill  carr^dng 
$60,000,000,  opposed  by  President  Hoover.    The  report  says:  "Speal<:er 
Longworth  will  suspend  the  rules  for  consideration  of  the  measure  reported  by 
the  committee  on  agriculture.    This  action  must  be  upheld  by  a  two- thirds  vote. 
Under  suspension  of  the  rules  no  amGndm.onts  can  be  offered  and  the  vote  must  be 
taken  on  adoption  of  the  House  moasua^es, , ,  .The  chief  objection  of  adm.inistration 
supporters  to  the  Senate  bill  is  not  so  much  to  the  size  of  the  appropriation  as 
to  the  provision  that  the  funds  shall  be  ient  for  buying  clothing  and  hman  food, 

I! 

•  «  . 


SCIEITCE  AWARDS  Dr.  George  H.  TThipple  of  the  University  of  Rochester  and 

Dr.  G-eorge  R,  Minot  of  Harvard  Medical  School  are  the  Joint  winners 
of  Popular  Science  Monthly's  first  annual  award  of  $10,000  "for  the 
current  achievement  in  science  of  grea^test  benefit  to  t;ie  public,"  Raymond  J, 
Brown,  editor  of  the  magazine,  announced  yesterday.    Doctor  Whipx:»le  is  credited 
with  discovering  a  cure  for  pernicious  anemia  and  Doctor  Minot  with  malting  the 
cure  applicable  to  human  beings,  (Press,  Dec,  15.) 


UIIEMPLCYMEIOT  The  number  of  unemxployed  in  twenty-five  entire  States,  the 

FIGURES  District  of  Columbia,  3irf f alo  ,  Rochester  and  Philadelphia  on 

April  1  was  placed  by  the  Census  Bureau  December  13  at  756,410, 
including  those  listed  as  having  jobs  but  temporarily  laid  off 
without  pay.    The  population  of  the  territory  imder  review  is  42,858,298,  or 
about  one-third  of  the  total  for  the  country.    Thus  those  seeking  employment  or 
laid  off  constitute  1.7  per  cent.   (Press,  Dec,  14,) 


EGYPTIAN  TARIEE  A  Cairo  dispatch  to  the  press  of  December  14  says:  "At  a 

REQUEST  conference  on  Sat-urday  between  premier  Sidky  and  William  M,  Jardine, 

the  American  Minister  to  Egypt,  at  which  the  Egyptian  Ministers  of 
Foreign  Affairs  and  Agriculture  and  the  Under  Secretary  of  Finance 
also  were  present,  Premier  Sidl^y  requested  Mr.  Jardine  to  endeavor  to  have  the 
United  States  reduce  the  present  high  tariff,  especially  on  commodities  exported 
by  Egypt.    The  principal  items  arc  cotton,  onions  and  manganese  ores...." 


EGYPTIAN 
SUGAR  DUTY 


A  Cairo  dispatch  to-day  states  that  the  council  of  ministers 
yesterday  increased  the  sugar  import  duty  from  440  to  700  piasters 
a  ton,  and  at  the  same  time  voted  to  create  a  government  monopoly. 
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Baiilis  aiid  D.  Farrell,  president,  Kansas  State  Agricultural  College, 

Farmers        writing  Lindor  the  title  "Banlcs  and  Parrners  in  Step"  in  imxerican 

Bankers  Association  Journal  for  December,  says:  "7fliat  farmers  do  is  in- 
fluenced profoiJ-ndlv  by  what  their  banlcers  do.    Everj;-  time  a  banker  has 
a  financial  contact  with  a  farmer  the  latter  is  influenced,  for  good 
or  ill.     This  fact  Justifies  the  keen  interest  of  the  Aiiierican  3anl^:ers 
Association  in  barlier'-f armer  work.     In  simple  tenns  the  ultimate  ob- 
jective of  that  work  is  to  help  increase  the  beneficial  influence  of 
bankers  upon  farming  and  to  reduce  detrimental  influences;  to  utilize 
to  the  fullest  possible  extent  tne  ban}<:ers'  power  in  aiding  the  farmer 
to  provide  satisfactory  answers  to  the  custom.er's  tv/o  basic  questions. 
Kow  many  banicors  increase  their  beneficial  injfluence  upon  farmdng  and 
so  aid  in  soi;jid  agricultural  development? .LanJrers  may  discourage  un- 
sound farm  practices.     This  was  illustrated  in  somie  Kansas  counties  a 
few  years  ago  in  connection  with  the  importation  of  dairy  cattle.  A 
large  shipmient  of  very  inferior  cattle  canie  into  a  county  to  be  sold  at 
auction  to  local  farmers.    The  dair^^  business  was  especially  popular  at 
that  tim.e  and  m.any  farmers  without  adequate  dairy  experience  planned  to 
patronize  the  auction  sale.     The  county  agricultural  agent  informed  the 
local  bankers  that  the  purchase  of  the  inferior  cattle  by  local  farmers 
would  be  a  detriment  to  the  comxiTiOnity.     The  banl^ers  thereupon  refused 
to  finance  the  p-'orchase  of  the  cattle  and  the  auction  sale  was  abandoned 
The  cattle  were  shipped  into  another  county;  but  the  county  agent  there 
did  as  was  done  in  the  first  instance  and  so  did  the  bahlc:ers,  and  the 
second  county  escaped.    The  banl^ors  cooperating  with  the  county  agents 
said  ^no^  wisely  and  so  helped  the  dairy  industry  of  their  comiTmniities, . 

Cereal  Control  Public  rice  granaries  are  to  be  established  in  Shanghai  to 

in  China      regulate  the  price  of  cereals  and  prevent  f amine s^following  insti-uc*- 
tions  recently  issued  by  the  Acanini strative  Yuan  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment to  all  provincial  and  m.unicipal  governments.     It  is  hoped  that 
the  new  granaries  will  prevent  the  hoarding  of  cereals  by  private  mer- 
chants who  later  profit  by  the  demand  for  their  goods  by  raising  prices 
to  unfair  levels.     In  order  to  carry  out  the  official  order, the  Commit- 
tee of  Social  Affairs  of  G-reater  Shanghai,  acting  on  orders  from  the 
Mayor^s  office,  has  appointed  a  committee  to  raise  $1,000,000  toward  the 
establishiTient  of  the  new  granaries.   (Press,  Dec,  13.) 

Concrete  Roads  An  editorial  in  lYallaces'  S'armer  for  December  13  says:  "Con- 

and  Elec-    crete  roads  and  electric  lines  crisscrossing  the  middle  -west  are  going 
tricity        to  have  more  effect  on  both  farm  and  city  folks  than  most  of  us  now 

imagine. ...  Concrete  roads  and  electricity  make  decentralization  really 
practical  for  the  first  time.    A  generation  ago,  the  great  railroad 
builders,   such  as  'Jim^  Hill,  foresaw  the  significance  of  railroads  in 
terms  of  the  new  towns  and  industries  which  would  be  necessary.     We  now 
need  even  wiser  men  to  understand  the  nowaday  industry  which  cem.ent 
roads  and  electricity  will  bring  to  the  countryside.    Electricity  holds 
the  key  to  the  now  situation,  and  electric  rate  structures  are  going  to 
be  Just  as  important  as  railroad  rate  stru.ctures  were  thirty  years  ago. 
The  open  country  factories  which  arc  able  to  get  their  electricity  at 
less  than  two  cents  per  kilowatt  hour  will  be  on  a  preferential  basis 
over  those  that  have  to  pay  five  cents  per  kilowatt  hour.    For  a  time 
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there  doTj-"btless  will  "be  reoating  of  one  sort  and  another*    But  with  all 
of  the  had  things  growing  out  of  imperfectly  adjusted  electricity  rates, 
there  will  grow  up  in  the  middle -west  open- country  industries  of  which 
we  can  aJl  he  proud.     17e  can  imagine  the  small ■  mani;i*ac turning  centers  of 
the  futm-'e,  ^^"ith  the  factories  on  one  side  of  the  concrete  highway  and 
the  stores  and  residences  on  the  other  side.     If  the  'string  toxvn'  were 
only  three  or  four  streets  wide  hut  several  mhles  long,  it  would  be 
possible  to  have  farmers  living  with  their  hoT^ses  in  the  to^.^  hut  with 
their  land  stretched  out  hack  of  the  town»    Fi;-rthermore ,  if  the  fac- 
tories did  the  greater  part  of  their  work  during  the  winter  time,  it 
would  he  possible  for  the  mxcn  who  helped  out  with  the  farm  work  during 
the  suTiTmior  to  find  Jobs  locally  for  the  Vv'intcr.     If  somio  cooperative 
genius  could  set  a  group  of  people  on  fire  with  the  tcclmical  po s'-ibili- 
tics  of  corhining  sraa.ll  scale  manufacturing  during  the  winter  -dth 
agriculture  in  the  suirjner,  we  believe  that  som.e  very  significant  things 
might  be  accomplished. ...  To  make  the  dream  which  we  have  in  mdnd  com.e 
true,  it  will  be  necessary  to  work  out  new  t^'pes  of  machinery  for 
rather  mediiim-sized  factories  and  a  new  t^.'pe  of  distribution.  Something 
of  this  sort  must  be  done  if  we  a-re  to  prevent  the  big  cities  from 
sucking  dry  the  life-blood  of  the  countryside." 

Cotton  Acreage  An  editorial  in  The  Wall  St.  Journal  for  December  12  says: 

Reduction    "At  a  recent  meeting  of  southern  banlcers  in  ITev;  Orleans,  a  resolution 
we^B  passed  favoring  the  ^G-arrett  plan'  for  reduction  of  cotton  acreage 
wki  ch,  they  said,  was  necessary  to  save  the  South  from  the  disaster 
of  five-cent  cotton.     There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favor  of  this  reso- 
lution; nevertheless,  reduction  platns  carry  within  them.selves  possibil-- 
ities  of  dangers  greater  than  those  they  seek  to  remove.    The  author 
of  this  plan,  J.  E.  G-arrett,  is  president  of  the  Texas  State  Banl::  and 
Trust  Company  of  Corpus  Christ! ,  and,  like  most  southern  banlcers,  loiows 
cotton  fromi  the  ground  up.    The  plan  calls  for  a  25  per  cent  rec'LUction 
from.  1931  to  1936,  the  land  released  to  be  -put  to  other  production. 
Compliance  with  the  plaJi  w^ould  be  obtvaincd  by  bankers  agreeing  not  to 
finance  any  farmer  who  plants  a  greater  a^croa^ge  to  cotton  than  estab- 
lished by  this  rule.     As  cotton  can  not  be  produced  without  a  great 
deal  of  credit,  the  plan,  if  adhered  to,  would  achieve  the  aim  of  its 
sponsors ♦ . . " 

Medicine  and  London  correspondence  of  The  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 

Racial  De-  Association  for  December  13  rjays:  "At  the  annuaJ  dinner  of  the  Royal 
generation  Society  of  Medicine,  Doctor  Barnes,  ?.R.S.,  Bishop  of  Birminghajn,  who 

is  an  em.incnt  m:a.thcmati cian  and  ha-s  been  descril;ed  as  a  liaison  officer 
between  science  and  religion,  discussed  the  possible  dysgenic  effect  of 
medicine  in  producing  racial  degeneration.     There  m.ight  com.e  e  time  whex 
biochemistry  v;ould  enable  medicine  to  give  a.n  immmity  to  ill  health 
such  as  had  been  enjoj^ed  only  by  exceptiona.1  Individuals  in  the  past.,. 
It  was  now  known  that  dysgenic  maitations  could  occur  alike  in  plants  am 
in  ajiim.als,  as  it  were  spontaneously.     Halving  appeared,  they  could  be 
inherited  and,  unless  elimdnated  by  a  hostile  environment,  they  remainec 
a  permanent  menace.    How  medical  science  destroyed  the  power  of  hostile 
environmiont  but  left  inJieri table  characters  untouched.    Mental  defect 


I 
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was  a  dysgenic  mutest  ion  whicli  was  a  gl-ave  menace  to  social  welfare. 
Mental  defectives  already  numoered  nearly  1  per  cent  of  the  comiminity, 
and  the  families  in  which  the  defect  was  latent  made  up  inferior  racial 
stocks  amounting  to  some  10  per  cent  of  the  comm.unity.    I^iat  would  .  :.v^."7e 
happen  to  humanity  dm^ing  the  relatively  inexhaustible  futui'o?  Would 
medicine  conquer  disease  and  would  our  desconvdants ,  perfect  in  "body  and 
m.orc  powerful  in  "brain,,  create  Utopia?    Or  would  the  age  of  the  mamnals, 
which  had  endured  for  some  60  mdllion  years,  pa,ss  aws.y?    The  great 
r cp  t  i  Ic  s  had  vani  :-hc  d ,  ■ . . , 

Wool  Market  The  Comm:ercial  Bulletin  (Boston)  for  December  13  says:  "The  wool 

market  has  been  in  a  rather  bewildered  frame  of  mind  this  week  and 
prices  have  favored  the  buyers  again.     It  appears  that  in  all  divisions 
of  the  market  sales  h^ve  been  ma.de  below  the  parity  of  foreign  markets, 
demand  has  favored  alm.ost  entirely  the  fine  and  half-blood  wools,  with 
little  interest  shown  in  mcdiun  qualities.     3om.c  mianuf acturers  report  a 
little  more  intorost  in  their  i^roducts,  but  it  is  not  sufficiently  wide 
or  intensive  to  boost  the  market  any.    Better  things  arc  hoped  for  with 
the  tujrn  of  the  year.     The  foreign  m.arkets  are  hardly  changed  for  the 
week  with  respect  to  fine  wools,  although  sales  have  been  partly  sus*- 
pended  on  account  of  the  untoward  m^arket  conditions.     Crossbreds  in 
South  j^merica  are  possibly  a  bit  easier.    London  closes  Saturday  with 
prices  about  on  opening  levels." 


Section  3 

Department  of 

ig^:*! culture  G-eorge  H.  Manning,  v;riting  under  the  title,  " Agricultural 

Press  Group  Active  as  I'arm  Hews  Malces  Pago  One,"  in  Sditor  and 
Publisher  for  December  13,   says  in  part:  "Agricultural  neY^s,  during 
the  last  18  months,  has  been  crowding  politics  for  first  place  in  the 
demand  of  the  Washington  correspondents  and  the  press  generally  through- 
out the  United  States.     The  annual  report  of  M,  S.  Eisenhower,  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  Information  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul*- 
■iture,  offers  convincing  evidence  of  this  fact.     It  shows  that  the  in- 
formation activities  of  the  b-oreau  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1930,  were  the  m-ost  extensive  in  the  history  of  the  department.     The  ex- 
plana^tion  of  the  exceptional  interest  in  agricultural  matters  on  the 
part  of  the  metropolitan  press  is  rather  obvious.    With  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Federal  Farm  Board  and  enactment  of  the  agricultural  market-* 
ing  act,  the  agricultural  activities  of  the  Government  became  of  immed- 
iate and  profound  intorost  to  several  very  important  commercial  elements 
in  city  life. Immediately  following  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  came 
the  spectacular  drought,  involving  some  15  States  in  unprecedented 

i      ■  losses  in  crops.    The  calamity  was  of  spectacular  proportions  and  almost 

anything  in  the  way  of  information  or  discussion  of  ^  the  big  drought » 
had  exceptional  news  value.     As  a  result  the  information  service  of  the 
Departmient  of  Agriculture  has  been  one  of  the  m.ost  active  departments 
in  the  Federal  Goverrmient.    As  a  further  result,  the  city  reader  has 
been  acquiring  the  habit  of  reading'  agricultural  news... It  is  a  m.atter 

■  of  general  comjnent  among  Washington  correspondents  that  'the  press  con- 

tact  service  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  one  of  the  most  effi- 

i  cient  in  Washington.     C.  E.  Gapen  has  been  chief  of  the  Bress  Service 

(  for  several  years*..'' 
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Section  4 

Q7GTATI0rS 

Fami 

prcd-acts  Dec.  13. — Livestodv  vrice^.:     Hea/y  weight  hogs  (250-350  lbs.) 

good  a,nd  choice  $7.65  to  $7.90;  lirht  lights  (140-160  lbs.)  good  and 
choice  $7,85  to  $8;  sl:".ughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs.)  good  and  choice 
$7.50  to  $8  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roarr^ting  pigs  excluded  from  above 
cuotaiions)  . 

C-rain  prices:    ITo.l  dark  nort"'.6rn  spring  wlieat  (ordinary  "oro- 
tein)  Mirxneapolis  76  s/S  to  80  3/8^f:  iTo.2  red  winter  St.  Louis  SSi" 
to  832'^;  Ho, 2  hard  winter  Kansas  City  '70^(^1  Ho. 3  iraxed  corn  Chicago 
68|  to  69i-^;  Minneapolis  59-i-  to  61g^;  Kansas  City  62^-  to  65^;  Ho. 3 
yellow  corn  Chicago  es-g-  to  70^;  Minneapolis  63-|  to  65^^;  St.  Louis  69 
to  71^;  Kansas  City  66  to  68^;  Hoi3white  oats  Chicago  33^?  Minneapolis 
29f  to  30j/^;  St.  Louis  341"  to  35^;  Kansas  City  34  to  35^. 

Maine  sached  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  ran^d  $1.70-$2.05  per 
100  po'onds  in  eas':Grii  cities;  mostly  $1.30  f.o.b.  presquo  Isle.  Wis- 
consin sacked  Hound  ITnites  $1.35«$1.45  carlo t  rales  in  Chicago;  very 
few  $1,15-$1.20  f.o.b.  Wa'apaca.     Hew  York  Danish  t^,7pc  cabbage  $20-$24 
bulk  per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  S14-$15  f.o.b.  Hocho'^tcr.  South 
Carolina  Pointed  t^.-pc  $1. 75-52 e 25  per  1^-  burhel  hamper  in  the  East. 
Hew  York  and  m.id'^cstcrn  sacked  yellow  onions  brought .  51--$  1.40  per  100 
pormd  s  i n  CO  nsmi ng  cc nt  or s ;  90^—95^  f.o.b.  We  s  t  I.'i  chi  gan  po  i nt  s . 
Delaware  and  Maryland  3^ellow  sweet  potatoes  $1.2c-$l.c0  per  bushel 
hamper  in  city  markets,     ^'ennessee  Hancy  Halls  $1-$1.25  in  Chicago. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
declined  23  points  to  8.76,^  per  lb.     On  the  r?:".:e  day  one  year  ago  the 
price  was  16,53^.    Hew  Jecemcer  f-.ture  contracts  on  the  Hew  York  Cotton 
Excliange  declined  25  points  to  9,45p,  and  on  the  Hew  Orleans  Cotton 
Exchange  declined  25  points  to  9.45^, 

Wliolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  Hew  York  were: 
92  score,  32^^;  91  score,  32^;  90  ccore,  ZOi^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  Hod  frc-h  American  cheese  at  Hew  York  were: 
Plats,  17%  to  20^;  Single  Daisies,  to  18^^;  Yo^jng  j\mericas,  18^, 

(Prepared  by  Bu.  of  Agr.  Econ.) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  ail  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects,  xipproval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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FEDERAL  SUP-  President  Hoover  yesterday  asl^ed  Congress  for  an  extra 

PLEMENTAL  $91,526,740  to  meet  the  bills  of  the  G-overnment  this  fiscal  year. 

BUDGET  Nearly  $80,000,000  of  this  amount  was  included  in  the  budget  suh- 

m.itted  for  the  fiscal  year  1932,  he  said,  and  if  approved  by  Con- 
gress would  become  available  now  instead  of  July  1.     The  estimates 
included:  $55,750,000  for  veterans  administration;  $34,713,980  for  the  Agriculture 
Department;  $615,760  for  the  Justice  Department;  $327,000  for  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment; $12,500  for  the  Labor  Department;  $30,000  for  the  State  Department,  and 
$2,500  for  the  Executive  Office,     "Less  than  two  million  (dollars )['  President 
Eoovcr  explained,  "represent  new  items  and  about  ten  million  become  necessary  duo 
to  the  change  of  wording  of  the  emergency  relief  bill  in  respect  to  highways,  the 
result  of  which  is  to  impose  this  sum  upon  the  regular  budget  and  in  effect  in- 
crease emergency  relief  by  that  amount."  (A.P, ,  Dec.  16.) 


EELIEE  LEG-ISLATIOI\f         The  Senate  yesterday  set  aside  the  tentative  agreement  of 
conferees  on  the  $116,000,000  emergency  employment  appropriation. 
The  House  yesterday  rejected  a  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  pass  the  $30,000,000  administration  drought  relief  program,  according  to  the 
press  to-day.   

FEDERAL  SALARY  Salary  increases  recommended  by  President  Hoover  to  bring 

BILL  undQ:?iiaverage  salaries  of  employees  in  the  Treasury  and  Post  Office 

Departments  up  to  the  average  provided  in  the  classification  la?; 

were  put  bach  in  the  annual  Treasury-Post  Office  appropriation  bill 
by  the  Senate  yesterday,  according  to  the  presr;  to-day.     The  report  says:  "The 
Semte  also  eliminated  the  so-called  Wood  amendment,  which  would  have  prohibited 
employees  from  getting  even  such  increases  as  might  be  available  due  to  deaths, 
resignations  or  other  severances  from  the  Government  service.    The  action  was  tal-ien 
on  recommendation  of  the  appropriations  subcommittee,  of  v/hich  Senator  Lawrence 
Phipps  of  Colorado,  is  chairman,.." 


THE  PRESIDENT  President  Hoover  yesterday  issued  an  Executive  order  grant- 

GPiAlNfTS  DECEIffiER  24  ing  to  all  employees  of  the  Federal  Covernment  in  the  District 
HOLIDAY  of  Columbia  a  full  day» s  holiday  on  December  24,  according  to  the 

press  to-day. 


SUGAR  CONFERENCE  A  Brussels  dispatch  to-day  states  that  the  international 

sugar  conference  disbanded  yesterday  without  reaching  an  agreement. 
The  rock  upon  which  it  split  was  refusal  of  the  German  delegation 
to  recede  from  its  demands  regarding  its  export  quota.     The  report  says:  "All  the 
interested  nations  except  Germany  believed  that  an  agreement  at  this  conference  was 
the  only  possible  way  to  save  the  world*  s  sugar  indurtr^r  from  the  ills  of  overpro- 
duction.,."  
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Section  2 

Barnes's  Praise  for  sorno  American  industries  for  Burmoiinting  the  effects 

Business      of  the  husinoss  depression  wa.s  ^^iven  LeceirD'er  1<5:  in  a  world-^vide  re- 
Report         vievvT  of  economic  conditions  for  1930,  by  Julius  H,  Barr;,r.s.  chairman  of 
the  national  business  survey  conference,  appointed  "by  Fi-esideirb  Ploover. 
Barnes  said  reports  received  from  the  chief  lines  of  American  "business 
indicated  that  the  '^sanguine  expectations  generally  held  early  in  1930 
of  greatly  quickened  trade  before  the  end  of  the  yea.r  he^ve  not  m.aterial*- 
ized,"    The  report  pointed  out  also  tmt  the  depression  had  existed 
throughout  the  world,     Som.e  signs  of  improvement  Yiere  seen.     '^There  is 
evidence  of  many  industries  having  adopted  themselves  to  current  condi- 
tions and  having  successfully  balanced  production  ajid  market  cons-ump- 
tion,"  Barnes  said  in  discussing  conditions  in  the  United  States,  iBarner 
said  some  lmprovem.ent  was  shown  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany  and 
China,  with  Belgivm,  the  ^Netherlands  j  Cancida  and  Japan  unchanged.  The 
remaining  nations,  including  France,   showed  a  decline  in  general  condi- 
tions, he  said.     Covering  in  i^-^st  instances  eleven  months  of  the  year, 
the  survey  showed  a  continued  decline  in  foreign  tra^de  and  a  ?  per  cent 


drop  in  retail  trade 
(A. P.  Dec.  15,) 


Postal  receipts  persisted  below  1929  levels, 


Chri 

Tree 

inp: 


stmas  An.  editorial  in  !Tow  Engla.nd  Homiestead  for  December  13  says: 

Market-      "There  is  another  crop  moving  markotward  from  the  farms  of  New 
England  at  this  season,  one  that  is  not  proc'ucad  with  the  usiial 
rojt.lne  of  plowing,  planting,  and  cnltivating,    New  England^  s  yearly 
ChriLomas  tree  halves t  is  on  in  full  swing.     Largely  a  by-product  of 
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;s  of  '/Yoodland  and  pastures,  the  crop,  in  roalit3r, 
u        ...o, u^Lj.v^ ,  as  man^  s  influence  over  it  is  quite  limited  T/hcn 
comipa.red  to  the  products  of  the  tilla.ble  fields.     It  is  a  crop  whose 
value  is  measured  in  its  ability  to  promote  huiian  happiness,  rather 
than  in  its  content  of  food  nutrients,  for  v^hat  would  Christmas  be 
vd  thout  a  Christmas  tree?    New  England^  s  shipments  this  year  are  esti- 
mated to  be  in  the  neif'kborhood  of  6,500,000  trees,   some  500,000  less 
th,3,n  the  number  m^arketed  last  year .This  business  of  providing  Christ- 
mas trees  has  become  a  sizable  one  In  Ne?;  England,  and  gives  evidence 
of  assi;m:iing  more  business-like  proportions  as  time  goes  on.     This  year, 
for  the  first  tim^e,  trees  are  being  marketed  cooperatively  by  a  group 
of  farmers  in  New  Hampshire,  whose  interesting  story  is  told  elsewhere 
in  this  issue.     The  trees  bear  a  tag  on  T/^liich  is  printed  an  appropriate 
message  which  gives  them  an  individuality  not  heretofore  possessed.  It 
is  'Dossible  that  next  yea.r  this  same  group  of  famiers  will  try  market- 
ing the  desirable  tops  of  fir  trees  that  now  are  wasted  in  loinbering 
operations.    Perhaps  this  cooperative  riarl-cting  will  be  the  means  of 
avoiding  the  annual  disappointment  that  some  farmers  experience  when 
they  fail  to  receive  payment  for  the  trees  they  have  sold  through  in- 
d.i  vi  d"ual  channe  Is." 


Panning  in  Dorothy  C.   Seajnan  writes  of  "Parming  Practices  in  the  Movies" 

the  Movies  in  The  Du  Pont  Mag'azine  for  December.     She  says  in  part:  "Would  you 

believe  th-a.t  almost  twenty-nine  m.illion  people  in  the  United  States  are 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  or,  in  other  words,  m.ore  than  eleven 
per  cent  of  the  people  of  this  co'ontTir  are  farmers?    With  such  a  group 
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exercising  this  means  of  earning  their  livelihood,  is  it  any  wonder 
that  "business  is  catering  to  this  trade?    With  djmamitej  one  of  its 
principal  products,  capable  of  playing  a  vital  part  in  the  developm.ent 
of  the  farm,  the  du  Pont  Company  was  quick  to  recognize  this  potential 
rural  business,  and  the  establishment  of  a  special  agricultural  exten-- 
dion  section  was  the  result.    Books,  pam.phlets,  posters,  bulletins  and 
advertisements  broadcast  to  rural  cornrriunities  the  message  of  the  econo- 
my and  the  efficiency  of  du  Pont  explosives.     The  development  of  a  new 
typo  of  dynaiiite  especially  adapted  for  blasting  stwips  and  boulders 
made  new  and  dramatic  exploitation  desirable.    A  motion  picture  seem.ed 
the  logical  presentation,  and  thus  cam.e  into  being  'The  Legacy,'  the 
first  of  a  series  of  films  devoted  to  modern  agricultural  practices.  It 
tells,  in  story  form^  how  'the  legacy,'  a  run-down  farm,  was  turned 
into  a  paying  proposition.    From  the  start,  the  popularity  of  the  film 
seemed  assured  and  reports  indicate  that  during  the  past  year  it  has 
had  567  showings  to  71,219  people — a  neat  little  record  of  more  than 
one  and  a  half  showings  each  day  of  the  year  to  125  people  each  time  I 
Now  com.es  the  release  of  the  second  of  the  series— '  Green  Valley' — also 
a  story,  but  this  time  dealing  with  the  use  of  dynamate  to  clean. out 
an  old  ditch  and  thus  vitally  affect  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  in«- 
habitants  of  C-roen  Valley..." 


(Jiannini 
Research 
Founda- 
tion 


C.  P.  A.  Mann  says  in  Canning  Age  for  November:  "Nothing  since 
the  establishment  of  the  National  Canners'  Association  Research  Labo- 
ratories is  so  imxportant  to  packers  of  the  United  States,  as  the  inau- 
guration of  the  Giannini  Foundation  f  or.  Agricultm-al  Economics  at  the 
University  of  California.     The  first  work  of  the  foundation,  the  limita- 
tion of  the  California  peach  pack  to  13,000,000  cases,  has  been  com- 
pleted.   A  brilliant  staff  of  research  workers  has  been  assembled  and 
is  now  at  work  on  such  important  problems  as  that  of  the  dried  fmit— 
canned  fruit  industry.    Apricots  and  peaches,  (^Jined  and  dried,  will  go 
under  the  statistical  microscope  so  that  the  big  three  California  pack- 
ers who  pack  both  canned  and  dried  products  will  be  able  to  show  proper 
trends  and  know  how  m.uch  to  pack  of  each.     They  will  further  learn  hoT^'' 
to  follow^  the  gradual  switching  over  of  the  consuming  market  from  dried 
fruits  to  canned.    This  will  interest  other  packers  such  as  those  of 
raisins  and  grapes,  who  find  deh^/drated  fiT-its  and  vegetables  clogging 
up  their  possible  sales  outlets.    Another  project  is  the  study  of  over- 
production of  milk  in  the  Los  Angeles  County  area,  to  find  out  why,  v;ith 
2,000,000  consumers,  milk  producers  lose  money.    The  fourth  important 
work  is  a  survey  of  the  canned  fruit  and  dried  fruit  miarket  in  the  Par 
East,  where  a  group  of  workers  visited  half  a  dozen  Asiatic  countries 
this  sumier." 


Soil  Erosion  "The  bare  hillsides  of  Palestine  show  what  soil  erosion  can 

do  to  fertile  lands.    Losses  from  erosion  in  the  United  States  are 
estimated  at  1,500,000,000  tons  of  soil-material  yearly.     Grass  and 
forests  are  the  best  preventive  of  land  wastage.    Experiments  carried 
on  by  the  Missouri  Experiment  Station  shov^r  that  the  average  yearly  loss 
from  soil  erosion  is  17  tons  per  acre  on  land  planted  to  corn,  and  only 
one-q-u^rter  of  a  ton  on  grass-lands.     On  the  strength  of  this  experiment, 
it  is  urged  that  m.arginal  lajids,  which  intensify  the  problem  of  agri- 
cultural overprod-uotion,  be  reserved  for  forests  and  grass-land  ranges*" 
(Barron's,  Dec.  15.) 
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Section  3 
liA^I:  QUOTATIONS 

Products  3Dgc.  IS.- — Livostocli  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and  veal^- 

ers;  steers  (1100-1500  l"bs*)  good  and  choice  $9  to  $13,50;  cows,  good 
and  choice  $5  to  $7,25;  heifers  (550-850  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $8.50 
^.0  $12.50;  vealers,  good, and  choice  $7.50  to  $10;  feeder  and  stockor 
Cattle;   steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight  hogs  (250-350 
l"bs.)  good  and  choice  $7.75  to  $8,05;  light  lights  (140-160  lbs.)  good 
and  choice  $8,10  to  $3.25;  slaughter  pigs  (100-130  Ihs.)  good  and 
cnoicG  $7,75  to  $8.25  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  oxcliided 
from  aoovc  quotations).     Slaughter  sheep  and  lamhs:     Lamhs,  good  and 
choice  (90  lbs.  dovm)  $7.50  to  $8.50;  feeding  lambs  (range  stock) 
modiimi  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7.50. 

j-rain  prices:    No.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  pro- 
tein) Minneapolis  76  to  79^;  St.  Louis  82  to  83^;  No. 2  hard  winter 
Chicago  78-t  to  73-|^;  Kansas  City  70  to  70-i-^;  No. 3  mixed  corn  Chicago 
o'3i  to  69f^;  Minneapolis  61-J-  to  53i^;  Kansas  City  62  to  64cJ;  No.  3 
yellow  corn  Chicago  69t  to  70-i-^;  Minneapolis  64^  to  67|^;  St.  Louis 
59  to  Tj4]  Kansas  City. 66  to  67^^;  No. 3  white  oats  Chicago  33i^; 
Minneapolis  29  3/8  to  30  3/8^;  St.  Louis  34i^;  Kansas  City  34^^. 

ifelne  sacked  (Jrcen  Mountain  potatoes  raided  $1.75-$2  per  100 
pounds  in  city  markets;  $1.30  f.o.b.  Prosque  Isle.    Wi's-consin  sacked 
?.ound  Whites  ?.1.35-$1.45  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  $1.15-$1.20  f.o.b, 
TIaupaca.     New  York  and  midwestern  sacked  yellow  onions  $1.15-$1.50  per 
100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  90^-$l  f.o.b..  Rochester.    New  York 
Lanish  type  cabbage  $20-$23  bulk' per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  $12-$16 
f.o.b,  Roch<^ster.     Florida  and  South  Carolina  Pointed  type  $1.75-$2.25 
per  1-^  bushel  "x]©mer  in  city  markets.    Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow 
sweet  potatoes  .'il.40--ffe2  per  bushel  ham.per  in  eastern  cities.  Tennessee 
Nancy  Halls  ^1-!B1,35  in  the  Middle  West.    New^ork  Mcintosh  apples 
$1,75;  ?liode  Isl^^nd  ^rsenings  $1.25-$1.50;  Northwestern  G-reenings 
$1.25"$1,372  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York  City. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
declined  18  points  to  '^.,58,^  per  lb.     On  the  sam.e  day  one  year  ago  the 
price  stood  at  16,36^.     Ne^r  December  future  contracts  on.  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchange  declined  15  points  to  9,30^2^,  and  on  the  NeY7  Orleans 
Exchange  declined  15  points  to  9.30^. 

Fnolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  ivere: 
92  score,  31f^;  91  score,  30-|^;  90  -^core,  29^^. 

Wliolesale  prices  of  No .  1  fresh  Air.er:.can  cheese  at  New  York 
were:  Flats,  17^,^  to  20^;  Single  Daisies,  17t^-  tn  \P^<p',  I'^-mt ^,  i.Tc.erlcri.c^, 
18^.   (Prepared  by  Bu,  of  Agr.  Scon.) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  In  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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RELIEF  The  press  to-daj^  says:     "Both  ends  of  the  Capitol  moved  yes- 

LEG-ISLATIOU        terday  to  force  Sepuhlicans  in  the  House  to  immediate  action  on  pend- 
ing relief  measures  and  to  cause  the  administration  to  disclose  all 
its  information  and  its  exact  intentions  concerning  the  unemployment  situation. 
These  moves  followed  a  communication  to  the  Senate  "by  President  Hoover,  in  response 
to  the  tv/o-week-old  Shipstead  resolution.     The  President  stated  he  had  no  informal 
tion  from  Arthur  Woods,   chairman  of  the  Emergency  Commission  on  UnemplojTnent ,  that 
would  he  of  vaJue  to  the  Senate. 

"With  Hepuhlican  House  leaders  seemingly  disposed  to  delay  action  on  the 
drought-relief  "bill,  Representative  John  IT.  G-arner,  Democratic  leader,   served  no- 
tice yesterday  that  ^onless  opportunity  was  given  to  pass  on  the  hill  there  would 
he  no  adjournment  for  the  Christmas  holidays.    At  the  same  time  Senator  Watson,  Re- 
publican Senate  leader,  reported  a  simiilar  intention  on  his  part  and  said  Senator 
Robinson,  Democratic  leader,  agreed  with  him.     This  determination,  Senator  Watson 
said,  extended  also  to  the  so-called  emergency  relief  hill  for  puhlic  works,  with 
its  appropriation  of  over  $100,000,000.     Senator  Watson  said  he  had  planned  adjourn«r 
ment  from  Decemher  20  to  January  5,  hut  he  would  not  offer  his  resolution  until  he 
was  assured  the  relief  hill  would  pass  hefore  Chri stmas. . . . . 

Senator  Rohinson  of  Arliansas  yesterday  introduced  a  hill  providing  $3,500,- 
000  for  county  agriculture  extension  service  in  drought-stricken  areas.'  (Press, 
Dec.  17.) 


FEDERAL  Federal  employees  will  get  the  salary  increases  recommended 

EMPLOYEE  hy  the  President  and  the  Budget  Bureau  for  the  next  fiscal  3'-ear, 

SALARIES  survey  of  the  congressional  situation  indicated  yesterday,  according 

to  the  press  to-day.     The  report  says;     "The  House  appropriations 
committee  reported  the  annual  Agriculture  Department  appropriations  hill  to  the 
House  with  the  Wood  amendment  deleted  " 


BROOKHART  SEEKS  Widows  of  pensioners  under  the  civil  service  retirement  act 

WIDOWS'  would  be  Drought  within  the  benefits  of  the  law  under  provisions  of 

PENSIONS  a  hill  introduced  in  the  Senate  yesterday  hy  Senator  Brookhart  of 

Iowa.     The  Brooldiart  measure  was  proposed  a  si  an  aiiiendment  to  the 
civil  service  retirement  law  and  was  hrief  and  to  the  pointl.    Under  its  provisions 
widows  of  annuitants  included  in  the  retirement  law  would  receive  three-fourths  of 
the  pensions  received  hy  their  husbands  at  the  time  of  their  death.   (Press , Dec. 17. ) 


FOOD  PRICE  Representatives  of  Washington  hakers  are  expected  to  appear 

INQUIRY  to-day  hefore  the  Senate  District  committee  in  the  course  of  the  com^ 

mittee's  consideration  of  the  Capper  food  investigation  resolution, 
according  to  the  press.     The  Capper  resolution  was  originally  intended  to  cover 
only  hread  prices,  but  was  ex^oanded  hy  the  Senator  hefore  he  introduced  it  to  in- 
clude the  prices  of  all  foodstuffs. 
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African  An  editorial  in  T'xO  ZTuw  Y.:.k  l'i..ics  for  Decenfoer  14  sa:/s;  "The 

Wild-Life    Pare  Rational  Albert  for  the  conservation  of  c?Jiirnal  and  "bird  life  in 
Conserva-    Africa  was  necessary  to  prevent  extermination  of  the  farnia  of  a  conti- 
tion  nent  which  was  supposed  to  he  so  prolific  that  protection  seemed  to  he 

only  a  sentimental  fad.      Yet  in  1925  no  less  than  65,000  zebras  were 
slaughtered  near  the  tov^n  of  Sldoret,  East  Africa,  for  their  skins,  sold 
for  5  shillings ^apiece* The  inspiration  of  establishing  a  sanctuary 
in  Africa  could  probably  not  be  claimed  by  any  individual;  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  one  of  the  prime  m.overs  was  the  Aanerican  naturalist,  Carl 
E,  Al^eley*.    His  early  concern  for  the  preservation  of  the  fauna  of 
Africa  had  perhaps  more  to  do  with  the  gorilla  than  with  any  other  ani- 
mal. i..;The  idea  of  a  biological  survey  station  for  scientists  had  also 
occurred  to  him.     On  his  return  from  Africa  he  sought  and  obtained  the 
cooperation  of  Dr.  John  C,  Merriam.  of  the  Carnegie  Institution  of 
Washington,  who  took  up  the  matter  with  the  then  Belgian  Ambassador, 
Baron  de  Car tier.     About  two  years  later  King  Albert  of  Belgiimi  created 
by  royal  decree  the  Pare  National  Albert,     Americans  may  properly  taice 
pleasure  in  Baron  de  Cartier's  statement  to  Doctor  Merriam  that 'the  King 
and  his  officials  have  studied  the  great  American  reservations  a.nd  na- 
tional parks  and  have  sought  the  advice  of  eminent  American  scientists. ' 
Belgian  Congo,  as  the  Ambassador  pointed  out,  was  the  last  refuge  of 
many  rare  species  of  African  fauna.     The  example  there  set  up  will  be 
followed,   it  is  hoped,  in  other  parts  of  the  world," 

Canada  "Canada  has  a  national  incom.e  of  $5,726,000,000  and  ranks  next 

to  the  United  States  in  per-capita  income.     Though  her  population  is 
barely  10,000,000,  she  has  a  larger  national  income  than  any  European 
country  except  Great  Britain,  G-ermany,  and  France,    Her  per-capita  in- 
come is  five  times  as  large  as  Italy ^s  and  bf  times  as  large  as  Japan's, 
That  explains  in  part  Canada's  importance  in  .international  trade  and  her 
ranking  as  the  largest  foreign  buyer  of  American  goods,"  (Barron's, 
Dec. 15. ) 

Food  Dis-  An  editorial  in  The  Davenport  (lowa)  Democrat  for  December  11 

tribution    says:     "Prom  time  to  time  in  the  past  years,  the  prediction  has  been 
:  made  in  this  column  that  farm  land,  and  especially  Iowa  farm  land,  y/as 

;  bound  to  return  to  its  former  values,  and  hold  them,  because  there  is 

only  so  much  land  suitable  for  cultivation  in  the  world,  while  the  pop- 
ulation—  the  mouths  to  be  fed —  is  constantly  increasing  in  numbers. 
That  was  all  right,  except  for  the  fact  that  in  recent  years    our  effi- 
ciency of  production  has  been  increasing  much  faster  than  has  the  popu- 
lation.    Thirty  years  ago,  recalls  the  Minneapolis  Journal,  an  eminent 
British  authority.  Sir  William  Crookes , voiced  the  fear  that  by  1930 
England  and  the  United  States  would  be  snatching  competitively  at  the 
world's  wheat,  a  volume  insufficient  for  the  bread  needs  of  the  hwan 
race.     Sir  William  was  not  gu.essing  wildly.     He  cited  an  abundance  of 
figijires  and  facts  to  support  his  prediction.     He  made  a  close  estimate 
of  the  prospective  increase  in  population —  an  estimate . that  was  later 
upset  considerably  by  the  World  war,    the  flu  epidemic,  and  the  tendency 
toward  lower  birth  rates  in  some  of  the  chief  wheat  consuming  countries. 
To  meet  this  rise  in  wheat  demand,  he  estimated  100,000,000  acres  as  the 
greatest  possible  increase  in  the  world  area  devoted  to  wheat  production, 
17ell,  the  year  of  Sir  William's  predicted  wheat  famine,  1930,  has  come 


i 
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and  almost  passed.    And  the  pl'oblem  of  the  nations  to-day  is  not  how  to 
£:et  wheat,  but  how  to  dispose  of  wheat.     The  reason  is  obvious.  Wliile 
population  has  been  increasin:;;  only  20  per  cent,  production  of  bread- 
stuffs  has  increased  about  40  per  cent.     That  isn't  the  most  gratifying 
situation  possible,  but  there  may  be  some  comfort  in  the  belief  that 
population  is  due  to  gain  on  production  sometime.    Another  element  which 
may  imiprove  the  situa.tion  is  more  perfect  distribution,  for  there  are 
probably  plenty  of  people  who  would  be  glad  to  eat  the  surplus  grains  if 
they  were  in  their  flour  and  meal  bins." 


Interna-  An  editorial  in  The  IVashington  Post  for  December  16  says:  "'Ex- 

tional         port  trade  for  the  entire  world  will  show  a  decrease  of  approximately  8 
Trade  per  cent  during  1930,  according  to  an  analysis  by  the  National  Foreign 

Trade  Council.     The  council  figures  the  trade  of  101  nations  at  $22,500,« 
000,000  as  compared  with  $24,427,000,000  in  1929,  both  figures  being  re- 
duced to  the  common  index  of  1913  prices.     Only  a  few  countries,  includ- 
ing France,  Russia,  Roumania,  and  the  Ir!^sh  Free  otate,'  show  actual 
gains  for  1930.     British  exports  fell  off  10  per  cent  and  those  of  the 
United  States  15  per  cent.     On  the  basis  of  value  the  decline  appears  to 
be  considerably  larger  because  of  the  fall  in  prices  during  the  last 
year. 

The  relative  position  of  the  United  States  in  the  field  of  in- 
ternational trade,  is,  however,  much  stronger  than  these  fi^gures  indi- 
cate.   Europe  as  a  whole  is  not  exporting  as  large  a  volume  of  goods  as 
it  did  hefore  the  v/ar.    Even  in  1929,  when  exports  were  at  their  height, 
the  pre-war  peak  was  not  reached.    On  the  other  hand,  exports  of  the 
United  States  this  year  will  be  about  35  per  cent  greater  than  they  were 
before  the  war.     Ajiiorican  exports  of  machinery,  electrical  goods,  trac- 
tors, chemical  goods,  and  similar  necessities  hold  up  well  in  spite  of 
the  depression.     Items  which  are  largely  responsible  for  the  decline  are 

automobiles  and  raw  cotton,  The  demoralization  of  the  cotton  m.arket 

is  not  wholly  due  to  the  depression,    llew  sources  of  supply  are  being 
developed  in  other  countries,  and  the  American  cotton  exporter  is  faced 
with  unusual  competition.     It  is  interesting  to  note  that  imports  into 
the  United  States  for  the  first  ten  months  of  this  year  have  declined 
proportionately  less  than  exports  " 

Livestock                 An  editorial  in  The  Farmer  for  December  13  says:     "One  thing  has 
Show  Im-      impressed  every  visitor  at  the  International  Livestock  Exposition  at 
pressions    Chicago,  last  week, and  that  was  the  inspiration  gained  from  the  army  of 
farm  boys  and  girls  who  are  coming  up  to  the  Job  of  building  the  agri- 
culture of  the  future —  the  hope  of  rural  America.    Fifteen  hundred  of 
these  youngsters —  the  pick  of  more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  other 
youngsters  at  home  who  were  not  as  fortunate  in  winning  a  trip  to  Chica- 
go—  made  their  presence  known  on  all  occasions.     Some  of  them  were  suc- 
cessful exhibitors  in  the  open  classes  Just  as  one  of  them  last  year 
seized  the  grand  champion  honors.    These  youngsters  coming  on  are  going 
to  set  a  new  pace  for  agriculture  in  the  future  and  they  will  be  fully 
qualified  to  meet  any  future  difficulties  in  the  field  of  livestock  pro- 
duction After  five  days  spend  in  attending  one  continuous  round  of 

meetings,  it  is  rather  a  difficult  task  to  sort  out  the  high  lights  that 
might  be  of  particular  interest  to  our  readers.     The  one  thing  that  left 
the  most  permanent  impression  was  that  nearly  all  of  our  important  farm 
questions  are  being  carefully  studied  in  an  organized  way.     If  thought- 
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ful  study  is  productive  of  results,  we  are  going  to  make  progress  in 
iDuilding  a  sounder  iVandation  for  the  agriculture  of  the  future o  The 
"better  part  of  tv/o  da^^s  W8.s  turned  over  to  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Agricultural  Editors^  Association.     The  discussions  centered  around  four 
important  themes —  puolic  and  private  o^mership  of  utilities,  the  Feder- 
al Farm  Board  and  its  program,  the  world  nitrogen  situation,  and  the 
Federal  Farm  Loan  Board  and  the  Land  Banks,.  

Press  An  editorial  in  The  Daily  Pantagraph  (Bloomington ,  Ille)  for 

Progress      December  13  says:     "It  was  no  new  or  startling  doctrine  which  Frank  D. 

Noyes,  president  of  the  Associated  Press  enunciated  before  the  national 
convention  of  insurance  men  the  other  day,     .He  simply  emphasized  what 
had  been  said  before,  and  which  every  newspaperman  knows  to  be  the 
trcLth.    Nevertheless,  these  simple  statements  need  to  be  reiterated,  be- 
cause a  certain  portion  of  the  public  persists  in  entertaining  incorrect 
notions  along  these  lines »    Mr.  Hoyes  said  that  the  information  regard- 
ing what  is  going  on  in  the  v/orld,  on  which  most  citizens  must  base 
their  beliefs  and  actions,  comes  to  them  in  the  overwhelming  m.aJority 
of  cases  from  the  colijmns  of  their  newspaperse     A  paper  VAay  be  Demo- 
cratic, Republican  or  Progressive  in  its  politics,  but  its  obligation  is 
to  give  its  readers  a  balanced  picture  of  the  world's  happenings  in  its 
news  columns,  and  reserve  all  its  mdssionary  efforts  in  a  political  way 
to  its  editorial  column.    Newspapers  of  to-day,  Mr,  Noyes  said,  a.re  vast- 
ly better  than  50  years  ago,  in  spite  of  some  idea  that  the  opposite  is 
trueo     The  Associated  Press  exists  to-day  because  of  the  determination 
of  fits  members  that  no  privately-cwned  concern  should  have  control  of 
it:--  principal  news  service,  which  is  the  lifeblood  of  the  newspapers. 
'G-ranted,  '  Mr.  Noyes  continued,   Hhat  an  informed  Nation  is  a  secured 
Nation,  then  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  information  sup- 
plied the  Nation  be  such  as  results  in  a  truthfully  informed  people,  and 
I  assert  that  from  The  Associated  Press,  The  Canadian  Press,  and  from 
the  competing  organizations  the  people  of  this  continent  are  receiving 
th  'cugh  the  newspapers  a  volume  of  accurate  information  regarding  the 
haopenings,  the  conditions,  the  jo^.^s,  the  sorrows,  of  this  old  world  of 
ours  such  as  the  world  elsewhere  knows  nothing  of  and  our  own  people 
never  had  before.  '  " 


Section  3 
Department  of 

Agriculture  Pennsylvania  Farmer  for  December  13  says  J     "With  l\!ovem_ber  ex- 

pired the  special  freight  rates  granted  by  the  railroads  on  feeds  shippe 
into  drought  areas  and  on  livestock  shipped  out  of  such  areas.     It  is 
significant  that  the  movement  of  feeds  was  much  greater  than  the  move- 
ment of  livestock  under  this  arrangement.     The  totals  are  not  yet  avails 
able,  but  a  few  weeks  ago  the  railroads  expected  that  shipments  under 
drought  permits  would  exceed  60,000  carloads*    When  the  final  figures 
are  available  we  shall  see  that  the  railroads  have  contributed  a  sub- 
stantial amount,  and  more  than  any  other  industry,  to  the  relief  of 
regions  and  individuals  suffering  by  prolonged  drought.    Let  this  be  re- 
membered to  their  credit,  likewise  the  fact  that  they  did  it  at  a  time 
when  their  revenues  were  shrinking.     This  is  an  instance  of  practical 
cooperation  brought  about  by  official  agencies —  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  which  should  have  credii 
for  prompt  action  in  an  emergency." 
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Maekst  quotations 

Produats  Dec.lSi — Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and  vealers; 

,  Stefers  (1100-1500  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $9-13.50;  Cows,  good  and  choice 
^5-7.25;  Vealers,  good  and  choice  $7.50-10;  feeder  and  stocker  cattle: 
(Oteersj  good  and  choice  $7-9;  Heavy  weight  hogs  (g50-350  Ihs.)  good  and 
'tJhoice  $7.65-7.90;  Light  lights  (140^160  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.90- 
o.lO;   Slaughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.65-8.10;  (Soft 
or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded  from  above  q_uotations) ;  Slaught- 
er sheep  and  lambs:    Lambs,   good  and  choice  (90  lbs.  down)  $7. 50-8. 65; 
2'^.eding  lambs  (range  stock)  mediijm  to  choice  $5.50-7.50. 

0-rain  prices:    llo.  1  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  pro- 
"^ein)  Minneapolis  75|-78i5(^;  No.  2  red  winter  St.  Louis  83-84^;  No.  2 
hard  winter  Kansas  City  70-71^;  No.  3  mixed  corn  Chicago  68-69^;  Minne- 
apolis 59-61^2^;  Kansas  City  61-63^;  No.  3  yellow  corn  Chicago  68-|-70^; 
Minneapolis  62-65^/^;  St.  Louia  68-70^;  Kansas  City  64-|-65^zJ;  No.  3  white 
oats  Chicago  32i^z^;  Minneapolis  27f~.2Bf^/J. 

Maine  sacked  Green  Mountain  potatoes  $1.75-2.05  per  100  lbs,  in 
eastern  cities;  mostly  $1,30  f.o.b,  Preaqus  Isle.    Wisconsin  sacked  Roiind 
Ihites  $1.35-1.45  carlot  sales  in  Chicago:     few  $1.20-1.25  f.o.b.  Wau- 
T-^aca.    New  York  and  Midwestern  sacked  yellow  varieties  of  onions  brought 
$1-1.40  per  100  lbs.  in  consuining  centers:  90^-$l  f.o.b.  Rochester.  New 
Tork.  Z'^nii^h  type  cabbage  $20-25  bulk  per  ton  in  terminal  markets:  $14-15 
:\o»b.  Rochester.     Florida  Pointed  type  $1.75-2.25  per  l|-bushel  hamper 
in  the  2ast.     Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow  sweet  potatoes  $1.40-1,60  per 
b-^ishel  ''.amper  in  eastern  cities.     Tennessee  Nancy  Halls  $1-1.40  in  the 
Middle  'Kest. 

ic^erage  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
advanced  :.4  points  to    8.72^  per  lb.    On  the  same  day  one  year  ago  the 
price  Y^as  -.6., 40^.    New  December  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton 
Exchange  advanced  15  points  to  9.45^,  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Ex- 
change aavanced  x4  points  to  9.44r/, 

Wholesale  pri^,es  of  fr^r.h  creamery  butter  at  New  York  wer4:  90 
score,  31^;  91  score,  30^^;  90  ac^^re,  29-|-<^. 

Wiiole^a'Je  prices  of  No.  1  fr'i^r.h  American  cheese  at  New  York 
were:    ^ats,  lVt>'.-20^^;   Single  L-^..lr.l^^.^i ,  yf\~-'\'/l,<l>\  Y^>niur':  Amr-/ri iV^  ia</^, 
(Prep,  by  Bu.  of  ii-gr.  Econ.) 


I 
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DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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RELIEF  BILLS  The  press  to-day  says:  "President  Hoover  yesterday  took 

a  hand  in  the  situation  confronting  emergency  relief  legislation 
and,  as  a  result,  achninistration  leaders  in  both  houses  of  Congress 
reached  a  decision  to  obtain  final  action  on  the  $116,000,000  public  vrarks  bill 
and  the  drought  relief  meaQXire  before  adjoining  for  the  holidays... - 

"G-eneral  debate  on  the  drought  loan  resolution  was  completed  by  the  House 
yesterday  and  the  reading  of  the  bill  for  amcndiTionts  began,... The  drought  relief 
resolution  before  the  Hoiise    was  amended  to  substitute  for  the  Senate  provisions 
the  language  of  the  original  House  measure,  with  the  added  provision  that  the  mono^- 
can  be  used  for  seed,  feed  and  fertilizer  loans  and  'for  such  other  purposes  of 
crop  production  as  may  bo  prescribed       the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.*..." 


170IILD  COURT  The  Senate  committee  on  foreign  relations  yesterday  voted 

LEG-ISLATIOIT       10  to  9  to  postpone  consideration  of  the  World  Court  protocols 
until  December  1931,  according  to  to-day's  press. 


ELOUH  PRICES  A  Minneapolis  dispatch  to-day  says:  "Increased  competition 

was  credited  yesterday  with  causing  an  average  reduction  of  20 
cents  a  barrel  in  the  mill  prices  of  family  patent  flour  in  car- 
lots.     Some  mills,  however,  reported  no  change  in  price.    Barrel  quotations  ranged 
from  $5.25  to  $5,35.    Mill  feeds  underwent  a  more  drastic  drop,  due  to  an  increase 
in  the  farm  feeding  of  wheat  and  other,  grains  which  ordinarily  were  diverted  to 
markets  and  to  the  reduction  of  purchasing  power  among  feeders..." 


SUGiB  ACCORD  A  Brussels  dispatch  to  the  press  of  December  17  says:  "The 

world  sugar  conference,  with  the  exception  of  the  German  delega- 
tion, which  had  left  for  Berlin,  held  its  final  session  here 
December  16.    Before  brealcing  up  after  the  failure  to  agree,  the  delegations  repre*- 
senting  the  Cuban- American  interests,  the  Java  trust,  and  Hungary,  Poland,  Belgium 
and  Czechoslovakia  signed  a  provisional  accord  accepting  the  terms  of  Thomas  L. 
Chadbourne's  five-year  restriction  plan  provided  Germany  reconsiders  her  decision 
and  decides  to  enter  the  agreement  before  January  15,,," 


EGYPTIAK  SUGAR  A  Cairo  dispatch  to-day  says:  "The  Eg;^rptian  government  will 

COIWROL  soon  institute  a  sugar  regie  Henry  Naus  Boy,  Director  General  of 

the  Egyptian  sugar  refinejries,  held  a  conference  yesterday  with 
Abdul  WaJiab  Pasha,  Under  Secretary  of  Finance ,  to  fix  the  details 
of  the  plan  of  organization  of  this  sugar  regie.     Such  a  regie  consists  of  abso- 
lute control  by  the  government  of  the  sale  and  price  of  sugar  refined  in  Egypt, 
with  a  prohibitive  duty  on  all  imported  sugar,  whether  raw  or  refined..." 
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Agricultural  An  editorial  in  The  ITeDrasl'a  farmer  for  Decemoer  13  says:  "At 

Sliows  this  season  of  the  year  v.Oien  lives  to  oh,  grain  and  seed  sho\vs  are  en- 

gaging tine  attention  of  the  progressive  "oreeders  and  producers  of  these 
agricultural  products,  the  question  midouotedly  arises  in  the  minds  of 
many  as  to  Just  what  is  accomplished  hy  them..     Obviously  consideraole 
time,  enorg2^  and  money  are  ex'oendcd  in  oringing  these  shows  "before  the 
public.     The  livostocli  show  has  long  been  recognized  as  the  place  where 
type  is  established.     Brocdcrs  strive  to  produce  the  kind  of  livestock 
that  qualified  .judges  select  in  the  show  ring.     Those  judges  arc  m^on  of 
wide  experience  and  in  making  their  selections  take  into  consideration 
the  performance  of  the  tj^po  selected  in  the  feed  lot,  the  ultimate  aim. 
of  all  livestock  breeding.     It  is  questionable  whether  this  is  true  to 
as  great  an  extent  in  the  ca^^e  of  grain  and  seed.     Too  often  varieties 
are  exhibited  which  are  not  adapted  to  the  particular  area  in  which  they 
are  produced.     These  varieties  frequently  are  awarded  prem^iums  because 
of  apparently  superior  queJity  and  thus  have  a  stamp  of  approval  placed 
on  them,  which  is  often  m.i slea.ding.     As  a  result  vPurieties  of  small  grain, 
corn  and  other  seeds  that  have  nothing  to  recomjnend  them,  except  good  ap- 
pearance arc  often  accepted  and  planted  with  disappointing  results  as 
far  as  yield  and  adaptability  are  concerned.     The  Colorado  Pure  Seed 
Show  is  an  outstanding  example  of  a  show  where  only  approved  standard- 
ized and  adapted  varieties  are  shown.     The  type  of  corn  which  can  be  ex- 
hibited at  this  show  is  definitely  determ.incd  and  only  such  varieties 
are  awa.rded  preml^jnis.     During  the  show  t*"pe  conferences  are  held. 
Dreeders,  e:diibitors,  county  %;cents  and  specialists  from  the  agricul- 
tural college  all  have  a  voice  in  these  conferences.     The  types  chosen 
are  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  all  these  representatives  and  are  typi- 
cal of  and  adaptable  to  the  area  in  tw.iich  they  are  produced.  C-rowers 
of  these  grains  strive  to  produce  the  kind  that  will  most  closely  con- 
form to  the  type  selected.     This  procedure  has  had  a  striking  effect  on 
the  corn  produced  in  Colorado.     Probably  in  no  other  region  has  more 
progress  been  made  in  establishing  a  type  of  corn  which  has  quality, 
yield  and  maturity  combined,     ^lat  has  been  accomplished  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  definite  policj'  of  corn  im.provemicnt  adopted  in  that  State." 

Basem.ents  converted  into  apartm.ent  groceries  in  some  large 
apartment  buildings  in  cities  are  offering  retail  grocers  new  oppor- 
tunities.    The  basement  grocer  does  a  credit  business,  but  it's  a  new 
kind  of  credit.    Patrons  charge  their  gr©cery  bills,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  month  their  food  account  is  added  to  their  rental  bills.  The 
grocer  m.alces  no  collections  and  he  is  always  sure  of  getting  his  col- 
lections in  due  time.     Some  basem-ent  grocers  confine  their  trade  ex- 
clusively to  the  building.     Others  accept  a  sm.all  outside  business  but 
m.ake  little  effort  to  encourage  it.   (iTcw  Ira  in  Pood  Distribution, Dec. ) 

Parm  Su-rveys  An  editorial  in  The  Southern  Planter  for  Decem.ber  15  says: 

"The  Southern  Planter  is  informed  that  a  group  of  people  wi  :h  good 
intentions  will  attempt  to  have  a  bill  passed  at  this  Congress  appro- 
priating funds  for  the  purDose  of  m-aking  a  nation-wide  survey  of 
agricul^fal  conditions.     Prom,  such  a  sm-vey  deliver  us.     Por  ten  long 
years  the  farmer  h^s  been  passing  through  a  serious  depression.  Ke 
has  been  surveyed  and  resurveyed.     If  it  is  not  known  now  what  his 
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trouble  is,  another  survey  will  not  help.     The  farmer  does  not  desire 
to  he 'told  again  what  his  trouhle  is.     \fnat  he  wants  is  the  cure  for 
the  malady.     G-ive  the  farmer  almost  anything  except  a  survey.  The 
farmer  needs  national  legislation  favorahle  to  him  so  that  he  will  be 
placed  on  tlie  same  basis  with  the  railroads j  finance,  industry  and 
labor* — all  of  which  are  receiving  governmental  assistance ....  The  use 
of  better  methods  by  individual  farmers  will  go  a  long  way  in  solving 
the  agricultural  problem.    Raise  the  salaries  of  the  county  and  home 
agents,  place  them  in  every  agricultural  county,  and  pay  their  salaries 
entirely  from  State  and  Federal  sources.    They  are  public  servants  that 
have  been  tried  and  their  worth  fully  proved.     G-ive  more  money  for  re- 
search work  in  agriculture.    A  land  iitilization  policy  is  needed.  Taxes 
should  be  so  arranged  that  farmers  may  plant  their  lands  to  forests  wit' 
out  being  burdened  with  taxes.    Lower  the  direct  property"  tax  paid  by 
farmers  and  base  taxes  largely  on  income.    Above  all  let  the  States  re-^ 
duce  their  expenditures.    Let  the  States  tahe  stock,  rid  themselves  of 
the  tremendous  burdens  of  extravagance  and  inefficiency  that  were  put 
upon  them  for  political  purposes.    These  a.nd  other  things  will  help 
farmers  to  more  nearly  secure  their  Just  share  of  the  national  income. 


G-erman  G-irls  In  Gei'roany,  where  modern  farm  machinery  is  prohibitive  in  cost  , 

Study  Farm  one  sees  the  farm  girls  not  only  as  assistant  housekeepers  but  world.ng 
Work  in  groups  in  the  fields,   says  an  article  in  The  Uew  York  Times  of 

Decemb.er  14.    For  such  girls  training  shcools  have  been  established,  of 
which  the  one  at  Wusterhausen  an  der  Dosse  is  a  good  example.  This 
school  is  in  the  province  of  Brandenburg,  not  far. -rfrom  Berlin,  The 
school  trains  girls  in  various  branches  of  agriculture  and  housekeeping 
by  providing  practical  experience  in  both.    An  agricultural  comjnission 
of  the  Brandenburg  province  founded  the  institution  in  1908.     It  has 
twelve  acres  of  ground.     Special  attention  is  given  to  cooking  and  bak- 
ing; the  various  miethods  of  canning  and  of  storing  vegetables  and  fruit 
are  taught,  as  well  as  the  preparation  of  fruit  vdnes,  the  salting  and 
smoking  of  various  meats  and  even  dining^-table  service.    There  are  also 
courses  in  m.ore  general  farm  work.    The  girls  learn  to  raise  chickens, 
ducks,  turkeys  and  geese.     In  the  haying  season  they  go  to  the  fields 
with  their  wooden  rakes,  gather  the  hay  and  tie  it  into  bundles,  later 
carrying  it  to  the  barn.     The  work  changes  with  the  seasons  and  so  in 
the  winter  comes  the  hog-killing  and  dressing,  sausage-making  and  poul- 
try dressing.     Chooses,  of  course,  are  made  the  year  round.     Then  there 
is  the  apiary.    The  girls  at  Wusterhausen  don  their  bee-veils  and  rob 
the  hives. 


I    Rayon  Price  A  London  dispatch  December  15  states  that  leaders  of  the 

!! Stabiliza-  world^s  artificial  silk  industry  have  met  failure  in  their  attempt  to  ■ 
tion  stabilize  prices  and  stave  off  further  depression  in  their  trade.  The 

report  says:  "A  conference  of  leading  rayon  producers  from  the  United 
States,  England  and  four  continental  European  nations  mot  in  London 
last  week  in  a  struggle  to  end  price  fluctuations  but  adjoiiicrnad  with 
virtually  nothing  achieved.     The  only  result  of  the  conference,  in  fact 
was  a  valuable  exchange  of  views  and  a  loophole  through  which  informal 
talks  may  bo  resumed  some  time  later.    The  prospect  of  chocking  the 
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downward  tfend  of  rayon  prices  is  no  better,  therefore,  than  before  t>3e 
conference 4     Those  in  touch  with  the  British  rayon  industry  fear  that 
prices  will  remain  i:<nsta'ble  for  many  discoiiraging  weeks  before  a  turn 
for  the  better  occ"ars,..." 

World  Trade  An  editorial  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal  for  December  16  says: 

Heview         "National  Foreign  Trade  Council  has  nut  out  its  story  of  world  trade 
for  the  calendar  year  1930.     It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  report 
would  show  a  decline,  but  a  pleasant  surprise  is  contained  in  the  fig- 
ures which  indicate  a  smaller  decrease  than  might  have  been  expected. 
Two  other  surprises  arc  in  the  figures  which  show  that  American  manu- 
facturing industry  is  substantially  holding  its  own  in  the  international 
field,  and  that  Europe,  our  best  customer,  is  the  steadiest  part  of 
the  world  so  far  as  international  trade  is  concerned.     In  voIutiC,  the 
total  export  trade  of  the  world  in  1930  will  be  about  8  per  cent  less 
than  in  1929,    Taking  world  conditions  into  consideration,  this  is  not 
unsatisfactory,  and  when  it  is  realized  that  even  with  this  reduction 
the  total  will  remain  16  per  cent  higher  than  in  1925  the  figure  will 
look  more  satisfactory.    That  trade  should  hold  so  close  to  the  total 
of  the  two  preceding  years  justifies  the  belief  that  while  the  stream 
of  world  trade  may  be  temporarily  checked,  it  will  soon  flow  in  full 
flood  again,     ^The  decreases  in  the  world* s  export  trade  this  year,' 
says  the  Council,  *have  been  almost  entirely  in  the  countries  which 
chiefly  produce  rav;  materials,    Canada  and  Japan,  second  and  third  to 
the  United  States  in  the  amount  of  foreign  trade  gained  since  the  war, 
suffered  loss  of  ten  per  cent  compared  with  a  year  ago.'  Argentina, 
Brazil  and  other  Latin- American  countries  also  suffered  a  similar  dimi- 
nution of  exports.    But  even  so,  Latin  America  is  selling  as  much  abroad 
as  in  1926,  in  which  year  the  total  was  20  per  cent  greater  than  before 
the  war,    A  genuinely  constructive  factor  is  seen  in  the  manufacturing 
indu-stry,  particularly  of  Europe  and  the  United  States.     With  a  few 
notahle  exceptions,  manufactured  goods  from  the  United  States  and 
Europe  were  in  about  the  same  volme  as  in  1929,.," 


Section  3 
Department  of 

Agriculture  In  an  editorial  on  the  Secretary's  Annual  Report,  Weekly  Kansas 

City  Star  for  December  10  says:  "The  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  Just  been  issued. 
After  reviewing  the  results  of  the  drought,  the  prod-uction  of  crops  in 
1930  and  the  disparity  between  farm  income  and  farm  expenses,  si:igges- 
tions  for  betterment  are  presented,"    Here  follow  quotations  from  the 
.report  and  the  editorial  concludes:  "A  complete  review  of  the  scientific 
regulatory  and  extension  activities  of  the  department  is  included  in  the 
report.    It  is  worthy  of  study  not  only  by  those  'engaged  in  agriculture 
but  in  other  industries," 
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Section  4 
I£^^i:i.T  QUOTATIONS 

?arrn 

Products  Dec.  17. — Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and 

vealers;  steers  (1100-1500  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $9  to  $14;  cows, 
good  and  choice  $5.25  to  $7.25;  heifers  (550-850  l"bs.)  good  and  choice 
$8.50  to  $12.75;  vealers,  good  and  choice  $7.50  to  $10;  feeder  and 
stocker  cattle;  steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  wei^jht  hogs 
(250-350  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7,65  to  $7.90;  light  light s' ( 140-160 
lbs,)  good  and  choice  $8  to $8.10;  slaughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs*)  good 
and  choice  $7.65  to  $8,10  (soft  oi  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  ex- 
cluded from  above  quotations).     Slaughter  sheep  and  laPxibs:    Lambs,  good 
and  choice  (90  lbs.  down)  $7.25  to  $8,50;  feeding  lambs  (range  stock) 
modiimi  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7.50. 

G-rain  prices:    llo.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  pro- 
tein) Minneapolis  752  to  78-g-^;  iTo.2  rod  winter  St,  Louis  82 J  to  83^; 
lTo.2  hard  winter  Kansas  City  70§  to  71^;  Ho. 3  mixed  corn  Chicago 
66-i-  to  67f^;  Minneapolis  59  to  61^;  Kansas  City  61-J-  to  64^;  lTo,3  yellow 
corn  Chicago  66-f  to  68^;  Minneapolis  62  to  65^;  St.  Louis  68  to  69^; 
Kansas  City  64  to  66-1-^;  Ho, 3  white  oats  Chicago  31^;  Minneapolis  28:| 
to  29^^;  St,  Louis  34^;  Kansas  City  33j-  to  34^, 

Maine  sacked  C-roen  Mountain  potatoes  ranged  $1.80-$2.05  per 
100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  $1.35  f.o.b.  Prcsque  Isle.  Wisconsin 
sacked  Hoimd  T?hitcs  $1.35-$1.45  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  mostly 
$1.20-ol.25  f.o.b.  T/aupaca.     New  York  and  Midwestern  sacked  ^^cllow 
onions  $1-"$1.50  per  100  pounds  in  consirning  centers;  90^-$l  f.o.b, 
Rochester,    Eastern  Shore  Maryland  and  Delaware  yellow  sweet  potatoes 
brought  $1.25-$1.60  per  bushel  ham.per  in  the  East.     Tennessee  Nancy 
Halls  $1-01.25  in  Chicago.    New  York  Danish  tirpe  cabbage  $20-$23  bulk 
per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  mostly  $15  f.o.b.  Rochester.  Elorida 
and  South  Carolina  Pointed  type  $1.25-$2  per  li-bushel  hamper  in  the 
East.    New  York  FJiode  Island  G-reening  apples  $1.50  per  bushel  basket 
in  New  York  City;  Mcintosh  $1.25-$1.75;  Bald^.vins  $1.40  f.o.b.  Eochesto*  . 

Avcra^ge  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
advanced  36  points  to  9.08^  per  lb.    On  the  same  day  last  year  the 
price  was  16,52^.     New  December  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton 
Exchange  advanced  33  points  to  9.78^,  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton 
Exchange  advanced  38  points  to  9.82^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were: 
92  score,  30^;  91  score,  29^^;  90  score,  28-|^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  No.l  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York 
were:  Plats  17-i-^  to  20^;  Single  Daisies,  17^  to  17i^;  Young  Americas 
17|  to  18^.   (Prepared  by  Bu.  of  Agr.  Econ,). 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  Quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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Tlie  press  to-day  reports:  "3nactment  of  the  employment 
LECrlSLATIOlT       and  drought  relief  program  in  time  for  a  recess  Satiirday  for  the 
holidays  appeared  last  night  to  he  distinctly  possiole,  after  a 
day  in  which  Congress,  as  urged  by  President  Hoover,  speeded  up 
the  wheels  of  legislation  in  a  most  unus'oal  manner, 

"The  House  rejected  Senate  air^endments  to  the  $60,000,000  drought  relief 
measure  by  a  vote  of  225  to  147...,  and  then  passed  a  mea^ore  appropriating 
$50,000,000.    The  bill  was  sent  to  the  conference  committee  of  House  and  Senate 
and  soon  afterward  the  conferees  agreed  to  compromise  on  an  authorization  for 
$45,000,000  

,  "A  slight  change  in  phraseology  which  would  permit  the  use  of  money  for 

*  food  in  groat  emergencies,  despite  the  striking  of  that  word  from,  the  authoriza- 
tion, was  accomplished  by  changing  the  phrase  saying  that  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture m.ay,  for  ^purposes  incident  to  crop  production,'  allocate  this  money,... 

"The  Senate  am^endm^ent  to  the  $116,000,000  emer-zency  public  works  bill, 
which  would  delete  the  President's  authority  to  reallocate  the  fluids  for  various 
projects,  was  cut  out...."   

I    FaRIvI  The  Hoiise  yesterday  voted  to  give  the  Federal  Farm  Board 

I    KTLTOS  an  additional  Sl50, 000,000  of  its  revolving  fund,  according  to  the 

press  to-day.    The  Senate  appropriations  committee  gave  approval 
to  the  proposal  and  sent  it  to  the  Senate  floor.     The  report  says: 
"This  appropriation  would  swell  the  total  given  the  board  thus  far  to  $400,000,000 
I    and  it  plans  to  ask  for  the  remaining  $100,000,000  of  the  $500,000,000  authorized 
for  use  in  the  next  fiscal  year.    The  fund  approved  yestordp^y  is  for  immediate  use 
in  stabilization  cooperative  marketing  association  loan  operations, 

"Testifying  before  the  Hon-se  appropriations  commiittee  for  the  additional 
funds,  Chairman  Legge  said  the  board  was  making  somic  progress  in  bringing  about 
relief ...  .Mr.  Legge  recommendGd  that  the  C-ovcrnmcnt  take  over  the  rcgu.lation  of 
a^ricultuiBjl  commodities  exchanges.     Ho  advocated  that  definite  authority  be  given 
a  Government  official  to  draw  up  their  rules," 


IMIC-HATIOH  A  horizontal  cut  of  90  per  cent  in  all  immigration  based  on 

LEaiSLATION       the  national  origins  iiBthod  of  selection  was  suggested  by  Secre- 
taries Stimson  and  Doal^  yesterday  if  Congress  intends  enacting  such 
legislation  to  aid  employment.    The  State  and  Labor  Departm.ent 
heads  registered  their  opposition  before  the  Senate  imj^igration  committee  to  the 
Reed  bill  to  bar  all  immigration,  except  relatives  of  foreign-born  American  citi- 
zens, for  two  years,   (A, P.,  Dec.  19.) 


HOOYEH  DM  The  construction  of  Hoover  Dam,  of  the  Boulder  Canyon  pro- 

ject, with  its  huge  power  plant  and  appurtenant  works  at  Black 
Canyon  on  the  Colorado  River,  approached  a  step  closer  reality 

yesterday  with  the  announcem.ent  by  Secretary  Wilbur  that  bids  on  the  construction 

contract  would  be  opened  on  March  4  at  10  a.m.,  in  the  offices  of  the  Bureau  of 

Reclamation  at  Denver,  (Press,  Doc,  19.) 
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Section  2 

Apple  An  editorial  in  A^nerican  Fruit  G-rower  for  Decerxibsr  says: 

Marketing    "According  to  a  statement  issued  early  in  November  "by  the  Bureau  of 
Agric^iltural  Economics,  the  consuii'.ption  of  apples  has  practically 
doubled  within  the  past  ten  or  t7/elve  years,  largely  due  to  better 
quality,  better  grading  and  packing,  and  better  display  of  the  fr^jit  on 
sale.    This  is,  of  course,  encouraging  to  the  producers  of  apples.  But 
after  lengthy  investigation  into  some  of  the  practices  connected  with 
retail  distribution  of  apples,  the  inescapable  conclusion  is  reached 
that  still  f-orther  increase  in  consumption  could  be  secured  by  encourag- 
ing a  larger  purchase  unit.     The  practice  of  offering  apples  in  units 
of  three  pounds  has  become  v/ell~nigh  -universal,  insofar  as  the  city 
mxarkets  are  concerned.     And  regardless  of  the  generally  lower  wholesale 
price  level  prevailing  during  the  present  season,  the  price  of  twenty- 
five  cents  for  this  unit  is  very  generally  maintained.    Thus,  mioro 
general  cons'oniption  of  this  fruit,  which  m.ight  bo  promoted  by  a  lower 
price  to  the  consumer,  is  not  secured.     Three  pounds  of  apples  means 
from  seven  to  nine  fruits,  an  average  of  eight.     If  by  some  means  this 
initial  2pur chase  could  be  enlarged  to  a  dozen,  the  effect,  of  course, 
would  be  to  increase  the  unit  of  purchase  by  fifty  per  cent.     It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  such  an  expedient  would  have  the  effect  of 
immediately  increasing  apple  consum/otion  in  the  sam.e  proportion,  but 
the  effect  would  be  to  noticeably  increase  the  total  voliame  of  apple 
sales,,." 


Cornhusking  Aji  editorial  in  The  llebraska  Farmer  for  December  13  says: 

Contests       "Forty  thousand  people  saw  the  national  cornhusking  contest  in  north- 
west Kansas  recently.    The  crowd  was  larger  than  that  attending  any 
central  west  football  gam.e  this  fall.     Twenty  thousand  attended  the 
seventh  annual  Nebraska  State  husking  contest  near  Alma,  while  fifty 
thousand  or  m.orc  persons  wore  present  at  the  forty  county  husking  con- 
tests in  iTcbraska.    The  national  contest  was  broadcast  throughout  the 
country  over  a  chain  of  fifty  radio  stations,  and  was  photographed  in 
silent  and  sou-nd  m,otion  pictures  by  all  the  leading  newsreel  companies 
for  screen  release  to  thousands  of  theaters.    Husking  contest  reports 
have  occupied  the  front  page  of  the  country  and  m.e tropolitan  press. 
Never    before  has  agriculture  been  in  the  spotlight  of  such  favorable 
publicity.     Why?    Because  the  great  American  public  is  more  interested 
than  ever  before  in  agriculture  and  the  people  engaged  in  it.  The 
huskcrs  who  competed  in  these  contests  were  trained  and  conditioned 
through  corn  field  experience.     They  did  not  have  the  direction  of  an 
experienced  coach.     They  wore  the  ujiiform  of  the  fann— overalls  and 
Jacket,  and  perhaps  a  pair  of  soft  m.ittcns  or  gloves.    They  wcrc^Just^ 
every  day  folks,  unspoiled  by  press  agent  practice  or  the  adulation^ of 
frenzied  admirers,  and  yet  from  coast  to  coast  the  Nation  listened  in 
to  the  contest  and  applauded  and  acclaimed  those  athletes  of  agricul- 
ture , " 

Farm  Accounts  An  editorial  in  The  Prairie  Farmer  for  December  13  says:^ 

"Wisconsin  is  inaugurating  a  new  step  in  rural  education  in  getting 
12,000  rural  school  children  interested  in  keeping  farm  accounts.  The 
new  course  -teaches  them  business  principles  and  management  and  at  the 
same  time  teaches  them  the  other  fundamentals  such  as  arithm.etic  and 
penmanship.     The  plan  being  used  was  devised  by  the  University  of  Wis-- 
consin.     It  separates  the  farm  business  as  to  enterprise  and  ac count 
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It  provides  a  convenient  form  for  talcing  the  annual  farm  inventory  and 
to  determine  the  investment.    All  farm  "boys  and  girls  should  be  afford- 
ed an  opportunity  to  study  farming  as  a  business.     Other  States  m.ight 
well  adopt  similar  courses.     Som:e  fathers  and  mothers  may  find  new 
interest  in  schools  and  in  their  farm  work  when  the  yo^jngsters  a.ro  able 
to  help  them  find  the  gains  and  losses  of  their  business." 

Farm  Electri-  An  editorial  in  The  Michigan  Farmer  for  December  13  says: 

fication  in    "Despite  the  de^Dression  some  things  are  moving  rapidly.     One  is  the 
Michigan      electrification  of  fa.i-m  homes.    At  the  present  tim^e  there  are  over 
30,000  miles  of  power  lines  serving  rural  homes  in  the  four  States 
bordering  on  Lake  Michigan.     This  would  more  than  reach  around  the  worlc 
at  the  equa-tor  and  serves  probably  over  400,000  farm  people," 

Fam  Prices  Hetail  food  prices  in  the  United  States,  as  reported  to  the 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Labor, 
showed  a  decrease  of  ebout  2  per  cent  on  l\joVcmbor  15,  1930,  when  com- 
pared with  October  15,  1930,  and  a  docroaso  of  about  ll-i"  per  cent  since 
1-Tovcmbcr  15,  1929.     The  biorcau^s  weighted  index  nujnbcrs  with  avcro^o 
prices  in  1913  as  100.0,  were  159,7  for  November  15,  19S9,     144.4  for 
October  15,  1930,  and  141.4  for  llovemiber  15,  1950.     During  the  month 
from  October  15,  1930,  to  ITovember  15,  1930,     35  articles  on  which 
m.onthly  prices  were  secured  decreased  as  follows:  Oranges,  24  per  cent; 
pork  chops,  13  per  cent;  navy  beans,  10  per  cent;  onions,  ?  per  cent; 
potatoes,  cabbage,  and  prunes,  6  per  cent;  butter,  5  per  cent;  leg  of 
lamb,  hens,  and  canned  tom.atoes,  4  per  cent;  sirloin  stcalv,  round  steals, 
and  chuck  roast,  3  per  cent;  rib  roast,  plate  beef,  sliced  ham,  oleo- 
margarine, flour,  cornmoal,  rice  and  raisins,  2  per  cent;  sliced  bacon, 
cheese,  lard,  brco.d,  m.acaroni,  park  and  beans,  canned  corn,  canned 
peas,  tea  and  coffee,  1  per  cent;  and  vegetable  lard  substitute,  wheat 
cereal  and  bananas  less  than  five-tenths  of  1  per  cent.    Three  articles 
increased:  Strictly  fresh  eggs,  8  per  cent;   sugar,  2  per  cent;  and 
canned  rod  salmon,  1  per  cent.    The  following  4  articles  showed  no 
change  in  the  mionth:  Fresh  milk,  evaporated  milk,  rolled  oats  and  corn- 
flakes. 

Power  Machin-  An  editorial  in  Farm  and  Ra:ich  for  December  13  says:  "The 

ery  drift  is  towards  the  use  of  power  machinery  on  the  farm.s  of  the  country. 

The  rapid  irxcrease  in  the  num-ber  of  tractors  on  farms  and  the  decrease 
in  the  number  of  horses  and  mules  has  been  very  m.arked  in  recent  years. 
This  has  brought  about  many  studies  as  to  the  relative  efficiency  and 
economy  of  tractors  as  compared  with  a,nimal  power.     The  results  of  these 
studies  have  not  been  positive  in  all  cases,  but  the  preponderance  of 
opinion  favors  the  tractor  for  certain  farm  operations  and  for  certain 
kinds  of  farms.    Many  are  found  who  hold  to  the  opinion  that  by  sub- 
stituting tractors  for  horses  and  m.ules,  farmers  are  destroying  a  home 
market  for  a  part  of  their  feed  crops.     In  using  this  argument,  they 
forget  that  the  profitable  market  for  foodstuffs  in  the  days  of  horses 
was  in  the  city  and  not  on  the  farm.    Dispensing  with  the  tractor  on 
the  farm  would  not  change  the  situation  in  the  city  where  trucks  have 
taken  the  place  of  m:any  thousands  of  horses.- -.It  is  a  m-achinery  age 
and  farmers  should  not  condomm  tractors  and  ether  power  machinery  with- 
out having  a  Just  reason," 
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Urban  Drift  "Eetreen  1831  and  1926  the  r^jiral  :oop:ilation  in  I'ev'  Z^aland 

in  Hew         decreased  from  62  to  46)J  of  the.  total  population.    Politicians  deplore 
Zealand        this  urhan  drift,  but  when  exairdned  in  the  light  of  economics  it  may 
be  shown  to  be  a  normal,  healthy  movement.    Purely  local  causes  and 
policies  (such  as  t'ne  tariff,  land  settlement  laws,  etc)  have  too 
often  been  blamed  for  the  drift,     \71iile  these  have  had  some  influence, 
there  are  wider  causes  at  work^  and  these  cha,r.Tes  are  not  peci-^liar  to 
ITe^."^  Zealand,    The  urban  drift  is  to  some  extent  merely  the  result  of 
specialization.     So  long  as  economic  progress  is  real  we  should  expect 
the  njmbor  of  people  whoso  services  are  needed  in  primiary  prod-action  to 
increase  less  rapidly  than  the  total  population.    The  increased  effi- 
ciency miercly  intensifies^  the  urban  drift."  (Econ,  Rev.  I'ov.) 


^  Section  3 

Department  of 

AgricultijTe  An  editorial  in  New  England  Homestead  for  December  13  says:  "It 

is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  to  ITew  England  liomestead  to  find 
Mr,  Hyde,  the  national  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  com.e  cut  so  strongly 
against  the  Govei  .rnent  policy  of  bringing  m^ore  millions  of  acres  u^nder 
c-altivation  mitil  T:hose  now  tilled  ret"cjrn  at  least  bare  production  costr 
if  not  a  fair  profit.     Secretary  Hyde  urges  that  we  stop  the  senseless 
and  uneconomic  expansion  of  new  l8n.ds,  also  suggests  m.al<:ing  it  easier 
to  get  unprofitable  sub-marginal  land  out  of  crop  production. ♦The 
strong  statemient  of  Secretary  Hyde  in  his  annual  report  to  President 
Hoover  last  week  is  very  much  in  order.     A  national  land  policy  is  sadly 
needed  and  this  appears  to  be  what  Mr.  Hyde  is  driving  at.    He  wants 
farm.ors  to  -^jnito  against  the  giant — overproduction — -and  proncances  the 
present  Federal  reclam^ation  policies  inconsistent  with  all  the  efforts 
to  Ctirta^il  fa^rm  production.     Says  he:  'It  is  a  serious  question  whether,  . 
in  view  of  the  existing  overproduction  in  agriculture,  it  is  advisable 
to  promiote  agricultural  expansion  through  irrigation  and  drainage. 
Studies  of  our  land  requirements  which  take  into  consideration  the  avail** 
able  land  areas,  the  probable  growth  of  population,   the  trend  in  con- 
sumption,  technical  progress  in  agriculture  and  foreign  trade  prospects, 
indicate  tha-t  the  present  need  is  not  agric^olt 'Oral  expansion,  but  con- 
traction,   Por  a  decade  at  least  our  chief  task  will  be  to  prevent  too 
rapid  an  expansion  of  the  arable  acreage,^     Secretary  Plyde  rings  the 
bell  to  a  gospel  of  governmental  reform..    Will  'it  be  heeded?" 


! 


I 


December  19,  1930. 


Section  4 
MARXET  QUOTATIONS 

Farm 

Products  Dec,  18* — -Li vgs to prices:     Slr.iighter  cattle,  calves  and 

vealerst  steers  (1100-1500  Voz,)  good  and  choice  $9.25  to  $14;  cows, 
good  and  choice  $5.25  to  $7.50;  heifers  (550^-350  lbs.)  good  and 
choice  $8*50  to  $12«75;  vealers,  good  and  choice  $7.50  to  $10;  feeder 
and  stocker  cattle;  steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight 
hogs  (250^350  IhsO  good  and  choice  $7,50  to  $7.80;  light  lights 
(140-160  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.90  to  $8,10;  slaughter  pigs  (100- 
130  lbs*)  good  and  choice  $7.50  to  $8  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting 
pigs  excluded  from  above  o^uotations)  .     Slaughter  sheep  and  IfSjnbs: 
Lambs,  good  and  choice  (90  lbs.  down)  $7.25  to  $8.50;  feeding  lambs 
(range  stock)  medium  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7.50. 

C-rain  prices:    Ho.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary 
protein)  Minneapolis  75-^  to  78;i-^;  lTo.2  red  winter  Chicago  8lf^; 
St.  Louis  82  to  8oi^;  l^o.2  hard' winter  Chicago  73-i^;  Kansas  City  70^^ 
to  71^;  ITo.3  mixed  corn  Chicago  6G|  to  6StS',  Minneapolis  57-0  to  592^; 
Kansas  City  61  to  64(;/f;  lTo,3  yellow  corn  Chicago  67-1  to  68^^; 
Minneapolis  60j-  to  63;^-^^;  St.  Louis  68"^-  to  69^^^;  Kansas  City  63  to  66^: 
lTo,3  white  oats  Chicago  32-^^1  Minneapolis  27i-'  to  28i(^;  St.  Louis  34^^'; 
Kansas  City  33?j^'. 

Maine  G-rccn  Mountains  $1.S0-$2.10  sacked  per  100  pounds  in 
the  East;  mostly  $1.35  f.o.b.  Prosque  Isle.     T7isconsin  sacked  Hound 
Whites  $1.35-$1.45  carlo t  sales  in  Chicago.     l^Qw  Yor]-  and  Midwestern 
sacked  yellow  onions  $1-$1.50  per  100  pounds  in  city  markets;  90^^-95^ 
f.o.b.  West  Michigan  points.    Hew  York  Danish  type  cabbage  $20-$23 
bulk  per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  few  $14  f.o.b.  Rochester.  Florida 
and  South  Carolina  Pointed  type  $1.25-$2  per  ij^bushel  hamper  in 
eastern  cities.    Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow  sweet  potatoes  $1-$1,85 
per  bushel  harirper  in  the  East.    Tennessee  iJancy  Ealls  $1-$1.40  in  the 
Middle  West,    l^ew  York  Rliode  Island  Greening  apples  $1.25  per  bushel 
basket  in  New  York  City;  one  car  $1.35  f.o.b.  Hochester,    llew  York 
Mcintosh  $1.12r|-$1.25  in  ITew  York.    Michigan  Hhode  Island  G-reenings 
$1.50-$1.75  in  Chicago. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  m^arfets 
declined  13  points  to  8.95^. per  lb.     On  the  same  day  one  year  ago  the 
price  stood  at  16.47^.     ITow  December  future  contracts  on  the  ITew  York 
Cotton  Exchange  declined  13  points  to  9.65,;^,  and  on  the  l^Tow  Orleans 
Cotton  Exchange  declined  18  points  to  9.64^, 

ITholesalo  prices  of  fresh  creamery' butter  at  IJow  York  were: 
92  score,  30^-5  inside;  91  score,  29-1^;  90  score,  28-^-^. 

T/liolesale  prices  of  llo.l  fresh  American  cheese  at  Hew  York 
were:  Elats,  17^-19^;  Single  Daisies,  17t-17i^;  Young  Anioricas, 
17|-18^,   (prepared  by  Bu.  of  Agr.  Econ.). 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Serv  ice.  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  aii  shades  of  opiriion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 


ft 
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DROUG-HT  BILL  The  press  to-day  reports  that  the  first  of  President 

PASSED  Hoover^s  emergencv  relief  measiires  was  approved  by  Congress  yes- 

terday.   Doth  Senate  and  House,  without  roll-call,  passed  the 
$45,000,000  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  fanners  in  drought 
and  storm  stricken  areas. 

The  Joint  resolution  says  in  part:  "Por  the  relief  of  f firmer s  in  the 
drought  and/or  storm  stricken  areas  of  the  United  States.    Resolved,  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
That  the  Secretary  of  Agricultujro  is  hereby  authorized,  for  the  crop  of  1931,  to 
make  advances  or  loans  to  fai-mers  in  drought  and/ or  storm  stricken  areas  of  .the 
United  States  inhere  he  shall  find  that  an  emergency  for  such  assistance  exists  for 
the  purchase  of  seed  of  suitable  crops,  fertilizer,  food  for  work  stock,  and/or 
fuel  and  oil  for  tractors  used  for  crop  production,  and  for  such  other  purposes 
incident  to  crop  production  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
Such  advances,  loans  or  sales  shall  bo  made  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  and  sub- 
ject to  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  Agricult^ore  shall  proscribe,  including 
an  agreement  by  each  fanner  to  use  the  seed  and  fertilizer  thus  obtained  by  him  loi 
crop  production. All  such  loans,  advances  and  sales  shall  be  made  through  such 
agencies  as  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  may  designate,  and  in  such  amounts  as 
such  agencies,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  Agricult-uTe ,  may  determ-ine, 
Por  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  •'•e solution,  including  all  expenses  and  charg*- 
es  incurred  in  so  doing,  there  is  hereby  authorized  to  be  appropriated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  $45,000,000..." 


OTHER  RELIEP  The  press  to-day  reports:  "With  Congress  speeding  up  as  the 

BILLS  recess  nears,  the  measure  appropriating  $116,000,000  for  use  on 

public  works  to  reduce  unemplo;;/Tnent  appeared  to  be  in  a  fair  way  to 
reach  final  passage  and  will  be  taken  up  in  the  Senate  to-day.  The 
House  yesterday  voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  conferees-ion  the  $116,000,000 
measure,  the  conferees  having  reached  a  partial  agreement,  but  insisted  upon  its 
disagreement  to  three  Senate  amendments,  two  of  them  dealing  with  appropriations 
for  highway  building  in  Alabama  and  Georgia.     The  third,  the  Couzens  am.endment, 
would  compel  contractors  to  use  local  workers  in  the  public  improvements  for  which 
the  $116,000,000  is  to  be  expended. 

"The  House  bill  appropriating  $150,000,000  for  use  by  the  Pcderal  Parm  Doarc 
to  help  stabilize  crop  prices  and  provide  for  more  orderly  marketing  was  favorably 
reported  to  the  Senate  from  the  appropriations  committee,  but  Senator  Dorah  ob- 
jected to  its  immediate  consideration* v " 


G-ERM.41J  SUG-AR  A  Berlin  dispatch  to-day  states  that  the  German  delegates  to 

!£SH  TO  COliFSR    the  adjourned  sugar  conference  will  assem-ble  at  Berlin  to-day  to 

discuss  the  advisability  of  continuing  negotiations  and  the  positior 

to  talce  if  the  conference  reassembles  in  Paris. 
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«     •  ,  Soction  3 

Agric-altural  "Agriculture  owes  a  debt  of  p-r-^ti  f„-=o  f  •     ■, . 

journalism  ism,  which,  uiiforfonately.  Is  not  l^J-lTflTit       ''^''^'ft^-^  journal- 
Journals  easily  comprise  the  mo°t  tfT.^l^  l?  appreciated.  These 

formation  on  aJprovS  fa™  ee  fnd  J^Lf  f ,     v °'  ""'''"^ 

to-day.     The  farm  iourn-,n  ^..  t^  ^        ■  '^^"^  ^^^s  operation 

though  on  ^i^:S-f^^^  a  constant  reminder  of  the  hest 

fanner,  but  to  his  wife  and  chUdren     it  i  ""'"^  ?^         *°  "''^ 

this  policy  of  giving  reco-nniortn surprising,  then,  that 
practice,  home  b-iUin"  n  .      J      Pioneers  in  successful  fam 

tion  to  ;sri::itu  ai  •f;.:^nfr  'I'lTT^  '^r'^i'' 

Agriculture  for  Manitoba!)  ( J-^^I.Svans,  Deputy  Minister  of 

Dairy  Industry  A.  editorial  in  ,ational  Butter  Journal  for  December  says-  "In 
2  ;  butt  rSrSi^fr^'S"'^'  depression  one  hears  little  .ZliinT 
in  the  d!;:^-^    r"  •  W  thaf  tS^^Tf^  '''''  "^^^  ^^"^ 

ifsSirsr  •  ^^"^      SiLrLfris:!  do-iuirSi^ey 

=ue  stiii  Jiig-li  cort^jared  with  the  -Drirpo  n-r  -f^^^  „  j  t-       ^  , 

are  informed  abo-„t  r,n„i    /      m"    Prices  of  feed  and  livestock.  Farmers 

farm  SoSo?.    =      'markets.     They  know  of  the  world- s  overproduction  of 

wh™  nomal  time'  """^^ ^r:^*"^'"-"  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

to  1  t!         again  prevail  butterfat  prices  will  be  among  the  first 

to  go  up.     In  the  meantime  their  cream  crop  is  the  best  crop  th  j  p^! 


Vegetable    three  years  ifi^H?    "'  Louisiana  during  the  past 

arfdlng       nor  herHLketf    ^hf^^^i  '"^'''"f  -gotablos  Shipped  to 

establi^ 'J^;  ?  however  that  must  be  done  firmly  to 

=ot?y'f.enr"p-:S?her°'Mf  '''^T'  ^'^'^^  ^' 

not  cooperated  as  fSf'  f^'  J^^^^^/^y^:  tgome  growers  and  shippers  h^ve 

brou^h?  into f    I  n  '  ''''^  '°  ^^'^  ^^^^^  grading  law  must  be 

the  State  M  t  conditions,    llotlce  has  been  served 

Z  f  strict  enSo.    %°°r^'''°"  beginning  immediately  th:re  will 

reared  2oPer°v  t         °/  ^^^PP^^^         to  be' 

hal"  poor  reputetion^n      T  T"''  L"^^i--«a  products 

gradinVand^nnV  ;  central  markets  a  few  years  back  but  with  ..cod 
f^Sy\ein/f  t'^f.^^:  shippers,  a  good  reputation  is  slowly  but 

^l^l^S^tr^I'V^^^^ts^'^  State-Pedera  ship- 

doino^  TTi-nnTn        A  fc>«x  viCG  IS  avaiiabic  to  all  shippers  and  it  is 

?Z^fr.°i  °  ''^^'i'^f         1-lP         better  prices.'" 


(Manufacturers  Record,  Dec.  18.) 


Cotton         Federal  IsL  f  l  December  19  says:  "Chairman  Legge.  of 

Situa-         Sporf  bS?^  beof '  'fi  ''ill  continue  on  an 

tion            as  reLrdri^.?r  commodity  is  situated  differently  than  wheat 

Is  no  Bro.J°  reiterated  the  view  that  there 

toat  rott  ^  .  ^^^^        a"  ^=^P°^*  C^OP'  pointed  out 

that  cotton  situation  is  largely  the  result  of  a  flattened  demand.  He 

Totfr,TV'''l  ..f  f.  ''"^l^       a"  ^^P°^*  <i^»a"d  ^erica. 

cotton  m  a  little  time.     It  was  explained  that  cost  of  producing  cot- 
ton is  pretty  much  the  same  throughout  the  world,  the  effect  of  which 
IS  to  put  all  countries  on  a  competitive  basis.    Asked  whether  any  fur^ 
tner  cotton  price  stabilization  operations  were  contemplated,  Mr.Deggo 
said  there  was  none  under  way  at  present." 
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Prices  Tlie  course  of  T/holesale  prices  was  dov/nward  in  xToveraber ,  accord- 

ing to  tlie  index  niiniDer  com-oiited  by  the  Liireau  of  Labor  Statistics  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Labor.    This  index  n-amher,  Which  in- 
cludes 550  price  quotations  weighted  according  to  the  importance  of  each 
article  and  Da.,sed  on  prices  in  1926  as  100,0,  declined  from  82.6  in 
October  to  80.4  in  ITovembor,  a  decrease  of  over  2^^  per  cent.     The  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  1926  dollar  was  $1,244.     J'arm  products  as  a  group 
decreased  4  per  cent  from  the  October  level,  due  to  lower  prices  for 
all  grains,  beef  cows,  calves,  hogs,  poultry,  beans,  flaxseed,  o  range  s , 
and  potatoes.    Beef  steers,  sheep  and  lambs,   cotton,  eggs,  alfalfa  ha^y^ 
and  onions,  on  the  other  hand,  averaged  higher,    Foods  were  3^  per  cent 
lower  than  in  October,  with  declines  in  butter,  fresh  pork,  dressed 
poultry,  veal,  coffee,  flour,  corrimeal,  and  most  canned  vegetables.  Hav; 
and  granulated  sugar  were  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  month  before. 
Practically  no  change  in  price  was  reported  for  fresh  beef,  cured  pork, 
cured  fish,  canned  and  dried  fruits,  and  bakery  products.     Eides  and 
skins  shov/ed  a  further  pronoimced  price  drop,  while  leather  also  de- 
clined.   Ho  change  v/as  reported  for  boots  and  shoes  and  other  leather 
products.     In  the  group  of  textile  products  there  was  a  slight  increase 
among  cotton  goods.     Silk  and  rayon,  woolen  and  worsted  goods,  and 
other  textile  products,  on  the  contrary,  were  downv/ard,    Anthra.cite  and 
bituminous  coal  and  coke  showed  no  change  in  the  general  price  level, 
while  petroleum  products  moved  sharply  downward,  resulting  in  a  decrease 
for  fuel  and  lighting  m^ateriaJs  as  a  v/hole.    Among  metals  and  metal 
products  there  was  a  slight  decrease  in  iron  and  steel,  also  automobiler 
while  nonferrous  m.otals  advanced.    Building  materials  sho7/ed  little 
change,  as  lumber,  brick,  cement,  and  certain  paint  materials  declined 
slightly  and  other  materials  advanced,    Chemxicals  and  drugs,  including 
fertilizer  materials  and  mixed  fertilizers,  Y;ere  somev/hat  cheaper  than 
in  October,    Housefujrnishing  goods  were  practically  unchanged  in  price, 
but  with  a  downward  tendency.     In  the  group  of  miscellaneous  comjuodi- 
ties  cattle  feed  moved  sharply  downward  and  crude  i-ubber  reacted  upward 
from  its  recent  low  prices.    Automobile  tires  were  lower  than  in  the 
preceding  month,  while  paper  and  pulp  were  uncha^nged  in  price.     In  the 
large  group  of  no nagri cultural  commodities,  including  all  articles  othe: 
than  farm  products,  and  among  all  comm-odities  other  than  farm  products 
and  foods,  November  prices  averaged  lower  than  those  of  the  mionth  befor' 


Sugar  Over-  An  editorial  in  The  Washington  Post  for  December  19  says:  "The 

production  remarkable  thing  fb  out  the  international  sugar  conference,  which  has 

just  closed  its  sessions  in  Brussels,  is  not  its  failiure,  but  its  close 
approach  to  success.     Cuban  and  Javanese  sugar  interests  had  reached 
an  agreemxent  to  limit  exports  before  they  went  to  Brussels  to  meet  the 
leading  beet  sugar  producers  of  Europe.    Poland,  Czechoslovakia, 
Belgi-um  and  Hungary  agreed  to  the  limitations  proposed  for  them  by 
Thomas  L.  Chadbourne,  of  Hew  York,  promoter  of  the  conference.  Germany 
however,  refused  to  cooperate,  on  the  ground  that  the  economic  position 
of  the  Heich  is  such  that  its  e:rport  program  must  be  expanded  to  keep 
abreast  of  reparations  payments  and  other  international  obligations. 
Germany  has  been  given  a  month  to  reconsider,  however.     This  proposed 
exToeriment  in  stabilization  of  prices  is  particularly  interesting  becan 
it  attempts  to  limit  exports  rather  than  production.     The  world  is  con- 
fronted with  an  overproduction  of  sugar.     The  price  frequently  sags. 
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"below  the  co^t  of  production,     B-'at  no  one  country  and  no  combination  a 
interests  is  carnlle  of  li-:;aitin,^"  pro:-\uction.     The  Chadbourne  plan  does 
not  attempt  to  re^^'c.late  conditions  within  the  borders  of  the  exporting 
co^jntries. Should  the  sugar  exporting  nations  "bring  about  an  improve- 
ment in  the  world  s^ogar  market  countries  which  now  import  their  sugar 
may  develop  domestic  supplies  of  their  own.     Russia  is  threatening  to 
dump  large  quantities  of  sugar  on  the  markets  of  Europe.    A  better  price 
would  tindouhtedly  stimulate  production  in  the  United  States,  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  world...." 


Section  3 

Department  of 

Agriculture  An  article  on  "The  Pacts  Food  Labels  Tell"  in  Practical  Home 

Economics  for  December,  says:  ".. .Regulatory  actions  under  the  pure 
food  law  have  revolutionized  the  canning  industry-^- to  the  benefit  of 
the  manufacturer  as  well  as  the  public — and  have  worked  vast  changes 
in  other  food  industries.    To-day,  we  find  the  great  miajority  of  food 
manuf a.ctijrers  operating  in  legitimate  and  safe  ways.     The  canning  in- 
dustry itself  took  a  most  active  part  in  the  passage  of  the  recent 
amendment  to  the  food  and  drugs  act,  coirimonly  called  the  Canners'  Bill, 
which  directs  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  set  legal  standards  for 
certain-canned  foods.     This  whole-hearted  cooperation  is  somewhat  para- 
doxical when  Yie  remem.bcr  that  the  canning  industries  wore  by  no  means 
united  in  the  support  of  food  legislation  back  in  1906.    And  so  to-day 
the  housewife  who  goes  to  the  store  for  a  manuf act-ore d  food  product 
has,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  only  herself  to  blame  if  she  does  not 
got  what  she  pays  for.     The  pure-food  law  requires  certain  definite 
specifications  on  food  labels... If  the  buyer  will  read  the  quantity- 
of-contents  statement  on  the  label  she  will  know  exactly  which  is 
the  better  buy. . •" 
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Section  4 
tiAHKET  qUOTATIOlIS 

Farm 

Products  Dec.  19 Livestocl:  pi-ices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and 

vealers;  steers  (1100-1500  Ibsi)  good  and  choice  $9,25  to  $14;  cows, 
good  and  choice  $5.25  to  $7.50;  heifers  (550-850  Its.)  good  and  choice 
$8.50  to  $12.75;  vealers,  good  and  choice  $7.50  to  $10;  feeder  and 
stocker  cattle;  steers  *  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight  hogs 
(250-350  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7,55  to  $7.85;  light  light s^( 140-160 
lbs.)  good  and  choice  $8.10  to  $8.15;  slaughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs.) 
good  and  choice  $7.50  to  $8.10  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs 
excluded  from  above  quotations).     Slaughter  sheep  and  lam.bs:  Lambs, 
good  and  choice  (90  lbs.  dovm)  $7.25  to  $8,50;  feeding  lambs  (range 
stock)  medium  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7.50, 

G-rain  prices:    ITo.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  pro- 
tein) Minneapolis  75  5/8  to  78  5/8^;  No, 2  red  winter  St.  Louis  82  to 
83"J^;  No. 2  hard  winter  Kansas  City  70^^;  No.  3  mixed  corn  Chicago  66 
to  66-i-^;  Minneapolis  58  to  60^;  Kansas  City  60  to  6lJ^;  No. 3  yellow 
corn  66  to  66^S;  Minneapolis  61  to  64^;  St.  Louis  66^  to  68^;  Kansas 
City'"62-|-  to  64%-^;  1'0.3  white  oats  Chicago  32f  to  32-J-^;  Minneapolis 
28  3/8  to  29  St,  Louis  334-^;  Kansas  City  32^-  to  33r^, 

Average  p.-ice  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
declined  7  points  to  8.88(7j  per  lb.    On  the  same  day  la-^^t  year  the  price 
stood  at  16.32^.    New  December  future  contracts  on  the  New  York  Cotton 
Exchange  declined  6  points  to  9,59^,  and  on  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Ex- 
chs.nge  were  unchanged  at  9.64^, 

Fnolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were: 
92  score,  30^;  91  score,  29^^;  90  score,  28f^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  No.l  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York 
were:  Elats,  174^-19^;  Single  Daisies,  17i-^-17-|-^;  Young  Americas,  17f^ 
18^, 

Maine  sacked  Creen  Mountain  potatoes  brouglit  $1.85-$2.10  per 
100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  mostly  $1.40  f.o.b,  Presque  Isle.  Wis- 
consin sacked  Round  Whites  $1.3C^$1.40  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  few 
$1.20-$1.25  f.o.b.  Waupaca,    New  York  Danish  t^'-pe  cabbage  ranged  $19- 
$23  bulk  per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  $13-$15  f.o.b.  Rochester.  New 
York  and  Midwestern  sacked  yellow  onions  $1-$1.50  per  100  po-onds  in 
consuming  centers;  90^  f.o.b.  Rochester,    New  York  Mcintosh  apples 
$1.25-$1,75;  Rhode.  Island  G-reenings  $1.25-$1.50;  Northwestern  Greenings 
$1-$1.25  and  Bald^/^dns  $1.15-$1.25  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York  City; 
Baldwins  $1.50  f.o.b.  Rochester,  for  cold  storage  stock. (Prepared  by 
Bu,  of  Agr.  Econ.) 
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THE  PEESIDSNT  President  Hoover  on  SatLirday  sif-:ned  the  bill  appropriating 

SIG-lIS  EELIEJ      $116,000,000  vor  emergency  construction  "work  in  aid  of  tlie^  Nation^  s 
BILLS  unemployed  and  the  measure  appropriating  $45,000,000  for  relief  of 

farmers  in  the  area  affected  "by  the  drought  of  last  swimer  and  fall. 

Both  "branches  of  Congress  on  Saturday  adopted  the  conference  report 
on  the  hill  appropriating  $116,000,000,  thus  completing  the  emergency  relief  pro- 
gram of  Congress, (Press,  Dec,  21.) 

In  commenting  on  the  hills  signed,  the  Baltimore  Sun  to-day  says:  "...With' 
Congress  in  recess  for  the  holidays,   the  Chief  Executive  will  he  ahle  to  devote  mos 
of  his  time  to  unemplo^Tirient  and  drought  relief  measures.     The  latter  will  he  ad- 
ministered hy  the  Dej^artm-ent  of  Agriculture,  which  has  the  most  effective  m-achinery 
for  m.alcing  loans  to  harj'd-pressed  farmers.    A  nunher  of  corjferences  with  Secretary 
Hyde,  however,  are  scheduled,  probably  for  the  p'urpose  of  widening  activities  con- 
cerning seed  loans,--" 


Il\f  CONG-RESS  The  press  to-da.j'-  says:  "...♦h'one  of  the  eleven  regular  ap- 

propriation bills  providing  funds  for  operation  of  the  Government 
in  the  next  fiscal  3^ear  has  got  through  the  Senate ...  .Administra- 
tion leaders  intend  to  concentrate  after  the  holidays  on  putting  through  these  vi- 
taJ  bills  jWithout  which  President  Hoover  will  be  forced  to  call  an  extra  session. 
Also,  they  are  going  to  seek  an  early  solution  of  the  long  deadlock  over  disposi- 
tion of  the  Muscle  Shoals,  Ala.,  power  and  nitrate  plant.     The  House  has  sent  to 
the  Senate  two  other  appropriation  bills — the  $68,000,000  for  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment and  the  $213,000,000  for  the  Agricultural  Department.... 

"Fnen  Congress  reconvenes  on  Jan,  5  there  will  be  fifty-one  legislative 
days  in  which  to  pass  the  remaining  supply  hills  and  consider  controversial  legis- 
lation.    Leaders  predict  that  the  remaining  supply  bills  can  be  disposed  of  by  the 
middle  of  Eebrua,ry,     This  would  leave  two  weeks  for  action  on  the  anti-injunction 
bill,  Muscle  Shoals  and  the  ITorris  'lame  duck^  resolution...." 

The  issuance  of  agricultural  export  debentures  would  be  provided  under  a 
bill  introduced  on  Saturday  by  Representative  Jones  of  Texas.     The  debenture  rates 
would  be  one-half  the  duty  except'  on  cotton  and  tobacco  which  would  carry  retircns 
of  2  cents  a  pound  each,   (A.P.  ,  Pec,  21.) 

"The  Senate  on  Sat-orday  rejected  the  conference  report  on  the  Post  Office- 
Treasury  appropriation  bill.    The  conference  report  denied  aovcrnment  employees 
the'  increases  carried  in  the  estimate  and  proposed  by  President  Hoover  to  provide 
one- third,  approximately,  of  the  amount  necessary  to  eliminate  existing  discrepan- 
cies in  salaries  paid  employees  in  the  various  departm.ents  of  the  G-ovornm.cnt . . . " 
(Press,  Dec.  21,)   

RESEHYE  BOARD  The  press  of  December  21  states  that  the  President  conferred 

APPOINTMENT        on  Saturday  with  S.  E.  Thompson  of  Chicago,  president  of  the  A-aeri- 
can  Farm  BLireau  Pederation,  regarding  the  appointment  of  a  successor 
to  Edward  Cunningham  of  Iowa  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board.     The  re- 
port says:   "Mr.   Cunninghami  has  been  generally  looked  on  as  the  spokesman  for  agri- 
culture on  the  board. ..." 


i 
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Section  2 

Building  There  was  an  increase  of  1,7  per  cent  in  the  estimated  cost  of 

Operations  new  nonresidential  "buildings  for  which  permits  were  issued  in  Hovemher, 
as  compared  with  those  issued  in  Octoher^  according  to  reports  received 
by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  from  288  comparable  cities  having  a 
population  of  25,000  or  over.    However,  thore  was  a  decrease  of  5.3  per 
cent  in  the  estimated  cost  of  new  residential  buildings  and  a  decrease 
of  6,8  per  cent  in  the  estimated  cost  of  all  building  operations,  com- 
paring permits  issued  during  these  two  periods.    The  estimated  cost  of 
all  building  projects  for  which  permits  were  issued  during  ITovember  was 
$118,949,079,    According  to  the  permits  issued  in  Fovember,  1930, 
dwelling  units  were  provided  for  10,743  families,  which  was  a  decrease 
of  10,9  per  cent  as  compared  with  the  families  provided  for  according 
to  pGHnits  issued  during  October. 

Comparative  An  editorial  entitled  ''better  Days"  in  The  Country  G-entleman 

Conditions  for  January  says:  "Anyone  indulging  in  an  outlook  for  American  farming 
will  do  well  to  avoid  one  prevalent  but  unsafe  piece  of  reasoning.  That 
is  in  assuming  present  unfavorable  conditions  to  be  either  something  new 
or  permanent  in  nature,    Neither  conclusion  is  supported  by  past  exper« 
ience.    To  a  striking  extent  present  conditions  in  agriculture  and  atti- 
tudes of  mind  regarding  it  have  had  their  counterparts  before.  Pollow- 
ing  the  Civil  War,  though  not  so  immediately  as  after  the  World  War,  a 
great  wave  of  improvement  swept  over  the  North,  being  especially  marked 
in  the  Middle  West.     It  was  accompanied  by  numerous  bond  issues  and  a 
rise  in  the  public  debt  resulting  in  taxes  proportionately  as  high,  when 
values  of  that  time  are  considered,  as  those  of  to-day.    Preceding  it  had 
been  a  period  of  relatively  good  times  and  high  prices  for  farm  products. 
Under  the  stimulus  of  the  war  there  had  been  a  great  advance  in  farm 
machinery  and  the  use  of  it.     The  effect  of  this  was  so  prono\:!nced  that, 
even  with  depleted  man  power  and  larger  needs  at  home,  our  exports  of 
grain  actually  increased  during  the  war.    Those  circimistancos,  Just  as 
those  of  recent  memory,  led  to  a  soaring  of  land  values  and  frenzied 
buying  with  a  consequent  swelling  of  the  mortgage  debt.     Farming,  as  in 
1920-1921,  was  in  an  insecure  position  when  the  inevitable  reaction  came. 
[Che  similarity  of  the  reaction  to  that  of  recent  experience  is  revealed 
in  the  comments  of  one  of  the  keenest  agricultural  observers  of  his  time, 
B.  P.  Johnson,  who,  living  at  Champaign,  Illinois,  was  so  situated  as 
to  see  its  full  aspects.    Writing  in  The  Country  Gentleman  in  the  later 
seventies,  he  spoke  of  Hhe  great  burden  of  debt  that  now  lies  on  the 
land,  and  on  all  real  estate,  in  the  shape  of  mortgages,  trust  deeds  and 
tax    liens. »    Describing  the  effects  of  this  situation,  he  wrote:  'The 
price  of  land  is  low  indeed  when  we  see  such  rich  central  Illinois  farms 
selling  at  $20  and  $25  an  acre.    But  these  prices  represent  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  country  and  not  the  value  of  the  land.     If  we  removed  that 
burden  they  would  be  worth  $40  and  $50  an  acre,  and  they  will  be  Just 
as  soon  as  we  reach  that  point.'     Though  prices  of  farm  products  rose 
somewhat  near  the  end  of  the  seventies,  the  price  of  farm  lands  did  not 
at  once  respond.     In  explaining  this,  Johnson's  words,  except  for  the 
difference  in  price  figures,  might  have  been  fitted  to  immediate  times... 

"The  opening  up  of  new  land  caused  an  appi-^ehension  curiously 
like  that  recently  in  the  case  of  the  Southwest.    As  the  rich  lands  of 
the  Red  and  James  Rivers  valleys  in  the  Northwest  were  taken  up  and  great 


Vol*  XXXIX,  IIo.  70 


-  3  - 


Decem"ber  22.  1920. 


'bonanza  farins*  came  into  operation  men  grev:  alarm.ed  over  the  fut-uTe 
of  American  farming.     An  instance,   strangely  akin  to  some  recent  out- 
givings, was  the  statem.ent  "by  Alexander  Delmar,  who  was  one  of  the 
leading  observers  of  his  day,     'I  have  learned,'  he  said,   ^in  a  late 
tour  of  Europe,  in  the  character  of  delegate  to  the  Statistical  Cor^rass, 
and  from,  other  sources,  that  the  world  is  to-day  producing  m.ore  "bread 
than  it  can  eat.'    And  that  'TTe,  as  one  of  the  principal  grain-producing 
countries  of  the  world,  are  large  participants  in  an  overdone  industry, 
and  the  sooner  we  abandon  the  policy  of  endowir^  agri cult-oral  colleges 
and  turn  the  mdnds  of  our  children  rather  to  proficiency  in  mechanics 
the  bettor.'     Yet  those  millions  of  acres  of  new  land  were  absorbed  and 
agric^olture  was  to  experience,  with  the  tujrn  of  the  century,  a  period 
that  m.any  look  wistfully  back  upon  as  'the  golden  age  of  f  armdng. '  .  .  .  No 
forces  now  retard  the  recovery  of  farmdng  that  are  . equivalent  to  those 
it  had  to  contend  with  in  its  corresponding  e:rperience.    The  land  that 
is  still  coming  into  cultivation  lies  in  a  region  of  scant  and  -oncer- 
tain  rainjfall  and  is  m.ore  than  m:atched  by  the  marginal  land  in  older 
States  that  is  going  out.     There  are  no  more  great  areas  of  fertile 
land  to  be  exploited;  no  great  acreages  to  swell  surpluses.     This  is 
the  one  big  item  of  difference  between  the  two  periods,  and  it  should 
V  be  the  pivotal  difference  that  v/ill  hasten  better  days." 

Wool  Market  The  Comm.ercial  Bulletin  (Boston)  for  Decemiber  20  says:  "The 

wool  m.arket  continues  sluggish  and  prices  favor  the  b-jyer,  although 
there  has  been  com.paratively  little  chaPige  in  values  this  past  week. 
The  trade  is  watching  the  piece  goods  m.arkets  closely,  but  they  af- 
ford little  basis  for  optimism,  for  the  miom.ent,  although  a  better  demand 
is  looked  for  after  the  turn  of  the  year.     The  Australian  pre-holiday 
sales  closed  Th-'orsday  with  prices  back  to  the  October  level,  the  lowest 
of  the  season.    With  smiall  offerings  in  Hew  Zealand,  however,  prices 
wore  a  bit  firmier  for  crossbreds  at  the  sale  in  Dunodin  Thursday,  large- 
ly on  speculators'  bidding.     SomiO  'pre— shearing  loans'  have  been  placed 
in  the  West  on  the  coming  clip,  b-ot  the  National  Wool  Marketing  Corpora- 
tion has  decided  to  reduce  the  am.ount  of  its  loans  per  head,  leans  to 
^  be  on  a  graded  basis." 


Section  3 

Department  of 

Agric-olt-uTc  An  editorial  in  Wallaces'  J'arm.er  for  December  13  says:  "Are 

lightning  rods  worth  while?     How  far  away  from  the  barn  should  your 
house  be  in  order  to  be  safe  in  case  of  fire?    Tnat  are  the  advantages 
and  disadvantages  of  the  different  tyves  of  chemical  fire  extinguishers? 
Wliat  about  rural  fire  departm.ents?    All  of  these  things  and  others  are 
discu.ssed  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  IIo .  1643,  which  m.ay  be  obtained  by  writ- 
ing to  the  United  States  Bepartm.ent  of  Agricult^ore,  Washington,  D.C. 
Fire  is  such  a  dangerous  thing  on  the  farm  that  a  person  has  to  exper- 
ience it  but  once  in  order  to  be  gratef-ol  to  the  United  States  Depart- 
m.ent  of  A2:ricultT;jre  for  getting  together  such  valuable  infonnation  as 
is  contained  in  this  bulletin.    We  -ar^e  all  of  our  readers  to  write  for 
it." 


Vol.  XXXIX,  ITo.  ?0 


^  4:  ^ 


December  22,  1930. 


Section  4 
MARKET  qUOTATIOITS 

Tarm 

Products  Dec.  20. — Livestock  prices:     Heavj^  weight  hogs  (250-350  Ihs.) 

good  and  choice  $7,60  to  $7.85;  light  lights  (140'-160  Ihs.)  good  and 
choice  $8  to  $8.10;  slaughter  pigs  (100-130  Ihs.)  good  and  choice 
$7,50  to  $8,10  (f^.oft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded  from  aoove 
quotations) . 

C-rain  prices:    Ho.l  da,rk  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  pro»- 
tein)  Minneapolis  75-i-  to  78-|-^;  No. 2  red  winter  Chicago  80f^;  St.  Louis 
81y  to  82^;  No, 2  hard  winter  Kansas  City  70-g-^^;  }lo,  3  mixed  corn  Chicago 
65t  to  65tfd^;  Minneapolis  57  to  59^;  Kansas  City  58-J  to  60(f:;  No, 3  yellow 
corn  Chicago  65 J-  to  66-i-^;  Minneapolis  60  to  63^;  St.  Louis  65|-  to  66-J^; 
Kansas  City  61  to  GS-g-^;  No. 3  white  oats  Chicago  32f^;  Minneapolis  28 
to  29^;  St,  Louis  33-t^;  Kansas  City  32<i, 

Maine  sadced- G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  ranged  $1.75-$2  per  100 
pounds  in  eastern  cities;  $1,35-$1.40  f.o.h.  Presque  Isle.  Wisconsin 
sacked  P.ound  IVliites  $l.o0-$1.45  carlo t  sales  in  Chicago.     Nev;  York 
Danish  type  cabhage  $18-$23  bulk  per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  $13-$15 
f.o.b.  Rochester.    Florida  and  Sou.th  Carolina  Pointed  type  $l,25-$2  per 
l-g-bushel  hamper  in  the  East.    Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow  sweet  pota.~ 
toes  $1.25-$1.50  per  bushel  hamper  in  city  markets.    Tennessee  Nancy 
Halls .  $1.25-$1, 35  in  the  Middle  West,    NeY\r  York  and  Midwestern  sacked 
yellow  onions  ranged  $1-$1.40  per  100  po^onds  in  consioming  centers;  90^;^ 
f.o.b,  Hocriester.    New  York  Rhode  Island  G-reening  apples  $1.25-$1.50; 
7/earthys  $1;  and  Mcintosh  $1,25-$1.50  per  bushel  basket  in  New  York 
City;  Baldwins  $1.45-$1.50  and  Rliode  Island  Greenings  $1.35  f.o.b. 
Ro Chester, 

Average  price  of  Middling:  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
advanced  10  points  to  S,98(j  per  lb.     On  the  seme  daj^  one  year  ago  the 
price  stood  at  16.58^.     Now  December  future  contracts  on  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchange  advanced  11  points  to  9,70^,  and  on  the  New  Orleans 
Cotton  Exchange  advanced  8  points  to  9,72(:^, 

TJholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were: 
92  score,  30:|^;  91  score,  30^;  90  score,  29^, 

Wholesale  prices  of  No,l  fresh  imerican  cheese  at  New  York^ 
were:  Plats,  17i-19^;  Single  Daisies,  17t-17j^;  Young  Americas,  17f^- 
18^,     (Prepared  by  Bu,  of  Agr.  Econ.) 
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PiiEMERS  ASKED  The  program  of  the  President's  Emergency  Committee  for  Em- 

TO  AID  IBIEM-      ployment  was  extended  yesterday  hy  Colonel  Arthur  ?/oods  to  include 
PLOYED  more  than  6,000,000  farm  ovrners  and  operators,  mth  a  plea  that  they 

aid  in  creating  johs  for  the  unem.ployed,  according  to  the  press 
to-day,     "The  committee  has  been  informed,"  Colonel  Woods  said, 
"that  in  many  areas  such  work  as  the  constru.ction  and  repair  of  farm  buildings  and 
facilities,  private  road-building,  ditching,  repairing  fences  and  repair  and  re- 
placement of  machiner^^  and  many  other  projects  can  be  done  economically  during  the 
winter  mxonths.    The  interest  and  cooperation  of  all  those  in  a  :oosition  to  hasten 
such  projects  to  relieve  by  em^plo^miont  the  distressed  persons  of  their  neighborhood 
is  vital  in  m-ceting  the  emergency  which  will  exist  in  many  regions  during  coming 
months." 

Colonel  Woods  stated  that  :ho  had  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  committee 
that  many  of  the  uncmiDloyed,  through  failure  to  obtain  emplo;i/ment  in  industrial 
centers,  had  returned  to  ru.ral  communities  from  which  they  originally  came. 


CEITSUS  DISCLOSES  The  drift  of  population  from  the  coujitry  to  the  city  in  the 

UEBAIT  TEEITOS      pa.st  decade  increased  the  ratio  of  ujrban  to  rural  inliabitants  in 

the  1930  census  by  4,8  per  cent,   t!ie  Census  Bureau  announced  j^estcr— 
day,  according  to  the  press  to-daj^.     In  the  1930  census  the  ^orban 
population  was  68,955,521,  or  56,2  per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  the  rural  population 
was  53,819,525,  whereas  in  the  1920  census  the  urban  population  was  54,304,603,  or 
51,4  per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  the  rural  population  was  51,406,017, 

The  Associated  Press  to-day  says:  "In  disclosing  yesterday  the  1930  gain  in 
urban  over  rural  population,  William  I.I,  Steuart,  Director  of  the  Census,  stated 
that  his  fig^jres  told  bu.t  part  of  the  city-concentration  story,     'The  ui'ban  figure 
does  not  take  into  considoration  the  raioid  dovolopmxont  of  the  suburbs  dujring  the 
past  ten  ^'•ears,  '  he  said.    Assorting  that  every  largo  city,  and  smaller  cities  to 
some  extent,  had  just-across- tho-boundary  populations  that  should  logically  bo 
added  to  town  and  shaved  off  coujitry,    Mr.  Steuart  added:   'With  new  paved  roads, 
now  autos,  new  do  luxe  buses,  more  and  more  city  people  have  been  going  outside 
whore  they  could  get  bettor  air,  less  crowded  living  conditions.     Yet  their  work 
interests  rem.ain  in  the  city.    They  belong  to  the  city. '...The  Census  Director 
pointed  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  100  X)QT  cent  urban,  as  example.     Having  hit 
top,   so  far  as  being  citified  is  concerned,  the  District  is  now  spilling  over,  all 
around  the  edges.    Yet  only  vhcro  the  overflow  numbers  2,500  and  maizes  of  itself 
an  organized  cor.miunit:,^  can  it  be  counted  urban  under  census  rulings." 


HUSSM  POOD  An  Associated  Press  dispatch  to-day  from  Moscow  says:  "Soviet 

DISTRIBUTION  Russia  is  revising  her  entire  food  distribution  s3'-stem^  under  a  dc- 
croo  published  yesterday  by  the  central  coiTimittec  of  the  Comiiunist 
vojrty]     Its  prime  object,  beyond  removal  of  sabotage  agents  boring 

from  within,  appeared  to  be'provision  of  more  food  for  the  stinted  millions  in  area? 

far  from  agricultural  centers. ..." 
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Foreign  An  editorial  in  Kunter  Trader  Trapper  for  January,  1931, 

G-ame  In-      saj's:   "Joreign  game  "birds  that  can  'oe  raised  under  comparatively 
ti^odiiction  artificial  conditions  are  'oeing  introduced  successfully  into  Canadian 
and  Ai'.ierican  fields  and  v'oodlands.    Benjamin  Lawton,  game  commissioner 
of  Alherta,  reports  that  the  Hungarian  partridge  is  iDeing  established 
with  remarkable  success  in  the  Canadian  western  provinces.    While  this 
"bird  a,nd  others  that  ma'-'-  he  'planted'   should  not  he  thought  of  as  re- 
placing the  native  species  of  r^aiae  hirds,  the  estahlisliment  of  the 
Huiigarian  will  go  a  long  waj/-  toward  keeping  up  a  balance  of  gome  re- 
serves it  is  said.     Though  the  Hungarian  partridge  has  not  been  estab- 
lished in  the  United  States  as  yet,  h^is  tribe  is  being  raised  on  a 
large  scale  in  Oregon,  Washington,  Montana  and  the  Canadian  western 
provinces.    More  recent  attempts  to  establish  the  Hungarian  are  being 
^  made  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.    A  successful 

experiment  is  reported  from  Minnesota.     The  Hungarian  partridge  can 
I  thrive  in  latitudes  farther  north  than  quail  choose  as  a  natural  habitat, 

I  game  breeders  report." 

G-erman  Milk  A  Berlin  dispatch  December  14  states  that  Berlin  "mdlk  bars" 

are  winning  m.any  from  G-orman  beer.     For  10  pfennigs  (about  2'3  cents) 
a  check  is  obtained  from  an  automatic  device  which  is  exchanged  at  the 
bar  for  a  large  glass  of  milk,  served  by  an  attractive  barmaid.  The 
girls  are  kept  so  busy  that  some  a^nticipate  a  grave  decline  in  beer 
consumption, 

A  Prague  dispatch  to  the  press  of  December  14  says:  "Czechoslo- 
vak hop  producers  are  urging  the  reduction  of  acreage,  as  at  present  no 
market  can  be  found  for  the  ovcrsupply  of  hops,  owing  to  Araerican  pro- 
hibition, reduction  of  beer  cons\:imption  in  G-ermany  and  other  beer- 
drinliing  couTitries,  and  the  present  v:orld  economic  crisis.  " 

An  editorial  in  The  Journal  of  Ccmraerce  for  December  18  says: 
"Sir  Josiah  Stamp  recently  estimated  the  national  wealth  of  England  at 
18,000,000,000  pounds,  basing  his  computations  upon  a  capitalization  of 
returns  from  various  clashes  of  income  producing  property.    As  the  re- 
sultant totals  vary  with  the  rate  selected  for  purposes  of  determining 
the  capital  value  of  the  income  producer,  the  absolute  figures  are 
necessarily  aribtrary.     They  are  of  doubtful  value  for  purposes  of  in- 
ternational comparison  and,  except  with  m.any  allowances  for  changes  in 
price  levels  and  in  interest  rates,  they  are  not  of  much  use  in  tracing 
the  growth  of  wealth  within  any  single  country.     In  the  case  of  England, 
a  pro-war  estimate  made  by  Sir  Josiali  places  the  nation's  wealth  at 
14,000,000,000  pounds  to  16,000,000,000  pounds.    Even  if  the  figures 
are  not  strictly  comparable,  it  seems  that  the  country  is  probably  worse 
off  than  it  was  before  the  war  in  view  of  the  lower  present  day  value 
of  the  pound.     A  careful  annual  survey  of  national  wealth  such  as  Sir 
Josiah  has  attempted  continued  over  a  long  period  of  years  and  based 
upon  the  same  methods  of  computation  might  have  more  than  an  academic 
value,  but  occasional  estimates  have  little  practical  significance." 


Bars 


Hops  in 
Czechoslo- 
vakia 
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Textile       La.o.  •  OfnleTs'l^^lf'^^^^^^^^  -f-  "^^-e  International 

industry     ditibns  in  the  world's  woortextHe  i.t  f  .  °^ 

this  task  an  article  revre;ii  econon  c  S^duf"  t° 
pears  in  the  ciorrent  issue  of  thp  T^f    conditions  m  the  industry 
not  so  universally  used  as  clt  f2  ^^*%"^^*^°"al  Labor    Review.  Though 

fifth  and  one-six(h  Of  the  Z^o^  ?'°'r''  ""^'"'^^  ^^^'^^^^ 

demand  is  relatively  'mal^  world's  olotnmg  demand,  hut  the  industrial 

than  that  fo^  colS^  ■he?:u::'o?;hrh1  -^-"^^ 

ial    and  diminished  pnrchasirpower  r  J^lS^^Uhe'-^nl  '"^^ 
in  the  substitution  of  cheaper  fabrics      L  i °^ 
industry,  the  -ore-jent  worlrl  ^1t„^M  f  "^""^  °^  ^""^  cotton 

in  part  a  lo^a^y  o^  thrwar  Tl  industry  is 

n,en?  toward  ^J^^!,    ^tS  ^^rfof ^^orf'^^^  ^f:'"-^^ 
significant  in  this  connection  h^f-hf!  V     iniportxng  countries.  Most 
in  Italy,  Austral  i^    Ta^f  n      f  expansion  of  the  Industl-* 

Greece  aid  Yio^ltvla    a^  ^  '^^'^  Bulgaria,  Eumanil. 

particularlyXen'in;    LZll  ^  South  Jtaerican  countries 

world  tradef  special  mint i^  ?       .  ^"^^^"^^  °^         ^^^cct  on 

Industry  in'jjL    lus  ral  a  ""JT^^  °' 
dustry  has  ^^n-:^^:^^-^^,^^,;;^^-^^  textile  in- 
of  wool  had  increased  to  lOb.olv  000  ifs    from  000^    'Tf ' 

the  spindleage  increased  from  240  000  to  910  000  ^^h'        \  "  '^"^^ 

frnn  ?P  fn  Rn  o  T^--^  ^"^^  ni^^ber  of  factories  increased 

iron  ^^  to  50  and  the  n-umber  of  workers  from  5  000  tn  Q  nnn     tt  ^  !^ 
Bounties  Act  n-r  iqn^;  "h^.  ^4--       4.  o,uuu  to  y,OJO.    Under  the 

■        war    ti;  o"'';  "^"-'-'ties  wore  discontinued  af^er  the 

1919  Jo^  io:ooo\b:"\rS2rs  wir^f^^ 

pTnn--Hr,o.\,      +  ,  ^     -l.y<i6-27.     Italy  since  tne  war  has  becomo  an 

f Sn  !h      r   'n''^''  ^""^  °^  '^^^^  ^ecn  halvodtnd 

d?re  te,°to4'ds''^  ^^-^^  °'  *=-,~Ption.     Originally  exports  wore 

Centln^:  "^^'-^^^P^'^"  ■"'"^'^  South  Africa  and 


2riciS.°^      -    ^  editorial  in  ScientSicXrican  for  January  says-  "B^^ 

are  ,  Hm_  silhouette-  inwomcn-s  fashions, 'd:eS-d.si.nor. 

are  salting  tne  gold  mine  which  already  has  enriched  purveyors  of  fat- 
reducing  remedies    most  of  which  are  wholly  worthless,  some,  indeed 

llTart^ZT^}\  "-^  f  I-^°^tl-de  Administration  of  the 

I)epartment_  01  Agi-i culture  states  tha.t  'Ito  drug  or  mixtui-o  of  drugs  known 

T        }  Pf°'sssion  can  be  offered  for  the  promiscuous  use  of  the 
puolio  for  reducing  weight  without  introducing  an  element  of  danger.' 
In  fact,  the  administration  has  record  of  a  case  in  which  death  Resulted 
irom  an  overdose  of  a  widely  sold  anti-fat  concoction.    Therefore,  what- 
ever youi'  reasons  for  reducing,  do  not  allow  your  reason  to  bo  soduced 
Dy  iurid  advertisements.     Consult  your  physician  and  lot  him  proscribe 
the  remedy,  if  there  is  one  for  j^our  particular  case,  and  then  follow  hi^ 
instinici,ions  conscientiously.     It's  safer!" 
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lyuissi  ^^x;oTATio:is 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  ranged  $1.90-$2.10  per 
100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  $1.35-$1.40  f.o.b.  presque  Isle.  T/is- 
cons  in  sacked  Koimd  TJhites  $1.35*-$1.40  carlo  t  sales  in  Chicago;  $1.20- 
$1.22^-  f.o.l).  Waupaca.     New  York  Danish  t^^e  cahbage  $18-$23  hulk  per 
ton  in  terminal  markets;  $14  f.o.h.  Rochester,    Florida  and  South 
Carolina  pointed  t'/pe  $1.25-$2  per  ij-hushel  hamper  in  the  East.  ITew 
York  and  midwestern  sacked  yellow  onions  $1-$1.50  per  100  pconds  in 
citv  markets;  90(z^  f.o.D.  Rochester.     Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow  sweet 
potatoes  Drought  $1.50-$1,90  ijer  oushel  hamper  in  the  East.     Hew  York 
Mcintosh  apples  $1. 50-.$l,  75;  Rhode  Island  Greenings  $1.25~$1.50  per 
bushel  basket  in  Hew  York  City;  and  $1,25  f.c.b.  Rochester. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  m^arkots 
declined  7  points  to  8.91(7^  per  lb.     On  the  same  day  one  year  ago  the 
price  stood  at  16,58,^  per  lb,     Hov^  December  future  contracts  on  the 
Hew  York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  3  points  to  9.67^-^,  and  on  the  Hew 
Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  5  points  to  9,67^. 

Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and  vealers;  steers 
(1100-1500  lbs,)  good  and  choice  $9.50  to  $14.25;  cows,  good  and  choice 
$5.25  to  $7.50;  heifers  (550-850  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $8.50  to  $12,50; 
vealers,  good  and  choice  $7.50  to  $10;  feeder  and  stocker  cattle;  steers, 
good  and, choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight  hogs  (250-350  lbs.)  good  and 
choice  $7,60  to  $7.90;  light  lights  (140-160  lbs.)  good  and  choice 
$8 'to  $3,15;  slaughter  pigs  (lOC-130  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.50  to 
$8. 10  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded  from  above  quota- 
tions).    Slaughter  sheep  and  lambs:    Lambs,  good  and  choice  (90  lbs, 
down)  $7.25  to  $8.50;  feeding  laiiibs  (range  stock)  medium  to  choice 
$5.50  to  $7.50. 

G-rain  prices:    Ho,l  darlr  northern  spring  wheat  (ordinary  protein) 


Ho. 2  red  winter  St.  Louis  82  to  83^^;  Ho. 


hard  winter  Chicago  78^- 

'3 


8^-^;  Kansas  City  70^;  Ho. 3  mixed  corn  Chicago  63t 
to  65f,;.5;  Minneapolis  54|  to  56^^^;  Kansas  City  56  to  59^;  Ho, 3  yellow  ^ 
corn  Chicago  63f  to  64|^;  Minneapolis  57-1  to  58-^-^;  St.  Louis  63  to  632^^; 
Kansas  City  59  to  60^^^;  Ho, 3  white  oats  Chicago  3li  to  32t^;  Minneapolis 
27  l/8  to  28  1/8^;  St.  Louis  32%;  Kansas  City  31  to  32^,. 

Tnolesale  prices  of  fresh  crcam.ery  butter  at  Hew  York  wore: 
92  score,  50^;  91  score,  29^^;  90  score,  29^. 

Fnolcsale  Drices  of  Ho.l  fresh  Ajnerican  clioeso  at  Hew  York 


wore:  Plats,  17-^^19^;  Single  Daisie 
(prepared  by  Bu.  of  Agr.  Econ.) 


17t'-17i5-^;  Young  Americas,  17^-18^ 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  St&tee  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opiuioG  as  reflected  in  the  press  oa  matters  afieetiag  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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aO\\EIRlI!vtHIlTT                       The  federal  G-ov^l^rnent ,  d^-ing  the  calendar  year  1931,  will 
COrlSTRUCTION      spend  $724,058,000  in  construction  work  as  an  aid  to  employment,  or 
rOR  1931            more  than  twice  as  much  as  expended  amrcially  prior  to  the  depres- 
sion, President  Hoover  anno^jjiced  Decemoer  23....  The  re  must  "be  in- 
cluded in  the  expenditures,  the  President  pointed  out,  the  emergency 
appropriations  for  still  further  acceleration  of  ;ouolic  wcrhs  authorized  severa-1 
days  ago  'oy  Congress,     This  includes  $90,000,000  for  highways  and  $25,500,000  for 
rivers  and  harbors  puolic  works.     Carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  emergency  f'ond 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Hyde  apportioned  $80,000,000  for  inir.ediate  use  in  Pederal 
aid  road  cons  tract  ion,    Apportioninent  was  also  made  of  $3,000,000  for  'ouilding  of 
roads  on  puolic  lands  to  he  administered  hy  agreement,  either  hy  the  States  or  o^r 
the  Bureau  of  Puolic  Roads.    According  to  the  provisions  of  the  emergency  legisla- 
tion, these  f-oiids  are  to  he  used  hy  the  States  in  place  of  State  funds  to  m.atch 
regular  Pederal-aid  funds  previously  authorized  and  apportioned.   (Journal  of  Com- 
merce, Dec.  24.)  ^  

TREASURY  Collection  of  $73,637,35?  in  income  tej:  on  Decemiher  19, 

SlTRPLUS  shifted  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  from  a  deficit  of  $16,740,646 

on  the  preceding  day  to  a  surplus  of  $47,719,552.   (Press,  Dec.  23.) 


URUGUAY  A  Montevideo  dispatch  Docer.^er  14  says:  "The  Uru^gijayan  Cov~ 

BUYS  G-EAIImS        ornment  has  definitely  gone  into  the  grain  business  this  3'Gar  and 

will  have  the  exclusive  selling  of  wheat  and  corn  ex-ports,  follow- 
ing a  congressional  a^athorization  for  governmental  purchase  of  the 
exportable  surplus  of  the  wiicat  crop,  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  passed  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  national  administrative  council  to  purchase  directly  from,  the  farm.crs 
the  entire  exiportable  surplus  of  the  corn." 


WHEAT  PRICES  A  Chicago  dispatch  Dog, 22  says:  "The  G-overnmcnt  ^  s  intention 

to  miaintain  the  price  of  the  present  y^hcat  crop  at  '  t:io  present  or  a 
higher  level^  was  reaffirmed  Dec. 21  as  foreign  markets  saiili:  to  depths 
that  in  some  cases  had  not  been  reached  in  thirty-five  yeea-s.     Ifnile  Government- 
sponsored  agencies  were  buying  enough  wheat  to  hold  the  Chicago  price  25  cents  and 
more  above  other  m.arkets,  George  S.  Milnor,  president  of  the  Grain  Stabilization 
Corporation,  issued  a  statemient  in  which  he  said:   'Domestic  conditions  on  the  pres- 
ent crop  do  not  Justify  lower  prices,  and  this  company  will  continue  to  follow  the 
policy  of  handling'  such  surplus  miarket  offerings  as  may  be  necessary  in  order  to 
maintain  the  present  or  a  higher  level. ^...." 


BRITISH  A  London  dispatch  Dec.  22  sa^^s:  "G-rcat  Britain  became  a  free 

TIRIPPS  m.arket    Dec.  21  for  cutlery,  leather,  fabric  gloves  and  gas  mantles, 

all  products  of  industries  ^hich  are  suffering  severely  from  imem.- 
ployment,  when  the  McKenna  safeguarding  tariffs  lapsed...." 
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Cream  Cheese  "Creairi  chee-^e  made  'oy  a  ne^i  process  at  a  Hew  Yorli  Stabe  agrl.-- 

cultural  exjjerinient  station  has  oeeii  shipped  acrvoss  conrLtry,  six  days 
in  the  mail  without  refrigeration  during  wa.rm  weat'ier,  and  arrived  in 
good  condition,"  (Science  Uews  Letter,  December.) 

"Heliuii  as  a  food  preservative  has  been  suggested  after  suc- 
cessful experiments.     Orange  juice  in  containers  was  kept  for  six 
months,  a.ppearing  to  be  as  fresh  as  in  the  original  form.     ]}Io  experi- 
ments h.ave  as  yet  been  made  with  m:cat,  but  to  do  so  is  not  improbable. 
Sponge  cal<:e  was  preserved  for  two  months,  as  fresh  as  when  it  came  from 
the  oven,     Kclim  tends  to  exclude  other  gases  such  as  oxygen,  nitrogen 
and  carbon  dioxide  and  thus  has  a  tendency  to  prevent  growth  of  bacteria 
and  oxidation,"     (H,y, Herald  Tribune,  ITov.  30.) 

Iowa  Cities  An  editorial  in  The  Davenport  Democrat       ••       for  December  9 

says:  "IIo  question  is  ashed  of  tlie  editor  oftener  than  the  dne  as  to  the 
popula.tion  of  various  Iowa  cities.    Prom  the  census  department  now  com.es 
a  quite  com,plete  bulletin  on  this  yearns  census  in  Iowa.     It  shows  some 
interesting  things.     Per  instance,  we  /lave  21  cities  in  lov/a  with  a 
population  of  more  than  10,000.    None  of  them,  however,  are  in  the 
30,000  bracizet,     Ottumwa  is  eighth  with  28,075.  and  Dubuque  seventh 
with  41 5 679 ♦    There  are  no  Iowa  cities  fitting  into  that  gap  of  over 
13,000  difference  between  Ottumiwa  and  Diibuque . . .  .Sconom.ists  look  for  a 
considerable  accession  in  the  ba,cl:>- to- the-f arm  movement  as  a -re suit  of 
changed  conditions  in  the  cities,  and  it  may  be  that  the  next  decade 
will  show  more  farms  and  more  people  farming  sir^all  tracts  tha,n  did  the 
last  one.    Recently  the  tendency  has  been  the  other  way,  but  it  is  not 
likely  to  continue  indefinitely," 

Peach  Con-  An  editorial  in  Tb.e  Pacific  Rural  Press  for  December  6  says: 

sumption      "To  stimulate  thought  and  discussion  some  opinions  a.nd  suggestions  are 
offered,    pirst  of  all  we  do  not  believe  that  the  cons-omption  of  peach- 
es has  been  pushed  as  far  as  it  can  be  puslred.    As  we  have  said  many 
tines  we  believe  there  should  be  a  Peach  Institute  created  for  the  pur- 
pose of  improving  the  quality,  sale  and  distribution  of  canned  peaches. 
...If  a  peach  control  body,  adopted  as  a  policy  the  plan  of  rom:oving 
the  current  surplus  by  tree  pulling  and  peach  dropping,  it  would  be 
possible  to  cut  the  supply  to  fit  the  need,  and  m.ake  possible  a  living 
price  to  the  producer  and  an  acceptcible  price  to  the  consumer.    This  is 
what  mxanufact-oring  businesses  try  to  do.     They  seek  to  fit  the  supply 

to  fair  demand  WouldnU;  it  bo  wise  to  use  Uncle  Sam?    Have  him  malco 

a  study?     Suggest  all  the  plans  to  him.     Lot  him  bo  the  neutral  and 
s^'Tfipathctic  chairman  of  a  conference  in  which  there  would  perforce  be 
many  diverse  opinions...." 


Helium,  as 
Preserva- 
tive 


Fa: 
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Section  3 
MARKET  QUOTATIONS 

Farm 

products  Dec.  25.— Livestock:  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and 

vealers;  steers  (1100-1500  ros.)  good  and  choice  $9.75  to  $14.25; 
cows,  good  and  choice  $5.25  to  $7.50;  heifers  (550-850  Ihs.)  good  and 
choice  $8.25  to  $12.25;  vealers,  good  and  choice  $8  to  $10.50;  feeder 
and  stocker  cattle;  steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight  hogs 
(250-350  Vos,)  good  and  choice  $7.50  to  $7,85;  light  lights  (140-160  IIds 
good  and  choice  $8  to  $8.15;   slaiighter  pigs  (100-130  Ihs.)  good  and 
choice  $7.50  to  $8.15  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded  from 
ahove  quotations).     Slaugh"Ger  dieep  and  lamhs:    Lamhs  good  and  choice 
(90  Ihs.  dov/n)  $7.25  to  $8.50;  feeding  lamhs  (range  stock)  medi'om  to 
choice  $5,50  to  $7.50, 

G-rain  prices:    ITo.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  Minneapolis 
73^  to  76i^;  No. 2  red  winter  St.  Louis  82  to  83^;  No. 2  hard  winter 
Kansas  City  59  to  61^;  No, 3  mixed  corn  Chicago  634  "to  63"J^;  Minneapolis 
54  to  56^;  Kansas  City  56  to  58^;  No. 3  yellow  corn  Chicago  64^-  to 
65^^;  Minneapolis  57  to  58^^;  St.  Louis  63-J  to  64^-^;  Kansas  City  58  to 
60(^5;  No.  3  white  oats  Chicago  31-i-  to  32;J^;  Minneapolis  27  to  28^;  St. 
Louis  33^. 

Sacked  green  Mountain  potatoes  from  Maine  brought  $1.75-$2.10 
per  100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  niostlj?-  $1.35  f.o.b.  Presque  Isle. 
Wisconsin  sacked  Round  Whites  $1.35-$1.45  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  few 
$1.15-$1.20  f.o.h.  Waupaca,     Texas  Bliss  Triumphs  $2  per  bushel  hamper 
in  Pittsburgh.     New  York  Danish  type  cabbage  $18-$23  bullc  per  ton  in 
terminal  markets;  $13-$15  f.o.b.  Rochester.     Florida  Pointed  type 
$l-$2  per  ri^bushol  hamper  in  the  East.    Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow 
sweet  potatoes  ranged  $1.25— $1.85  per  bushel  hamper  in  city  markets. 
Tennessee  Nancy  Halls  $1.15-$1.25  in  Chicc-ugo.    New  York  and  Midwestern 
sacked  yellow  onions  brought  $1-$1.40  per  100  pounds  in  consi^ming  con- 
tors;  mostly  90^  f.o.b.  Rochester.    New  York  Rhode  Island  G-rconing 
apples  $1,25-$1.50  per  bushel  ham/per  in  Now  York  City;  Mcintosh  $1.50- 
$1.75;  Bald^^ans  $1.50  f.o.b.  Rochester, 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
advanced  7  points  to  8,96^  per  lb.    On  the  same  date  last  year  the 
price  stood  at  16,62^.    New  January  future  contracts  on  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchange  advanced  10  points  to  9.72^,  and  on  the  New  Orleans 
Cotton  Exchange  advanced  9  points  to  9.74^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  New  York  were: 
92  score,  29--^(f:;  91  score,  29^;  90  score,  28^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  No.l  fresh  American  cheese  at  New  York 
were:  Plats,  17^^-19^;  Single  Daisies,  17t^-17-J^;  Young  Americas, 
17fftJ-18^.  (Prepared  by  Bu.  of  Agr.  Scon.).. 
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DROUGHT  HELIE?  Secretary  Hyde  said  yesterday  Gongress  rould  ^oe  aslied  to 

appropriate  the  I'Jill  $45,000,000  authorized  for  drou^lit  relief.  He 
said  a;oplications  for  aid  from  the  fujid  would  be  talien  up  in  "the 

priority  of  their  'urgency."  (press,  Dec.  27.) 


CORII  SUGAR  A  s;oecial  dispatch  to  The  ICew  Yorh  Times  to-day  says: 

HEC-ULATIOi\'         "Removal  of  the  twenty~f ive-year-cld  restriction  on  the  use  of  corn 
sugar  as  e.n  ingredient  in  prepared  foods  was  announced  j^esterday  "by 
Secretary  Hyde,  who  said  that  the  potential  imrket  for  corn  through 
sugar  was  estim.ate.d  as  high  as  100,000,000  oushels  a  year.    The  Socretarjr  issued  a 
ruling  holding  tliat  the  use  of  the  product  in  the  packing,  preparation  or  process- 
ing of  an}/  article  of  food  in  which  sugar  is  a  rocognizod  clement  need  not  oe  de- 
clared on  the  laool.  ooliovo,  '  declared  Mr.  Hj'de ,   'that  this  miodif  ication  re- 
moves an  T:jide served  stigm.a  from,  corn  sugax;  tha,t  it  harms  or  deceives  no  one;  that 
it  wealLons  neither  the  Federal  food  and  drugs  act  nor  its  administration;  tha.t  it 
is  a  Just  recognition  of  m.odcrn  progress  in  refining,  and  that  it  will  aid  in  some 
dogroo  in  roostahlishing  the  economdc  Defiance  of  agricultural  products.'  Under  the 
previous  iDolicy  of  the  dcpartm.ent  wherever  corn  s"agcir  wa.s  used  as  an  ingredient  it 
had  to  he  declared  on  the  label  of  all  products  except  ice  cream  and  confections. 
..." 


IinnHSTI-  J.  P.  Essary,  writing  in  The  Baltimore  S^j.n  of  to-day,  says: 

GATIQfTS  "Fallui^e  or  suspension  of  hrjidreds  of  oanlving  institutions  during 

the  last  six  m.onths,   some  of  them,  national  har>s,  and  even  m.ore 
mxcmhers  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System,  will  oe  subjected  to  a  search- 
ing investigation  oy  a  special  committee  of  the  Senate,  which  will  begin  hearings 
on  Janua,ry  15.     Senator  Glass,  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  this  commhttee  and  author 
of  the  resolution  "onder  which  the  commiittee  will  function,  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  the  Senate  group  will  insist  on  bringing  to  light  the  reasons  why 
hundreds  of  millions  of  depo^-its  and  othar  assets  of  these  institutions  liave  been 
dissipa.ted  or  indefinitely  tied  up..." 


MUSCLE  SHOALS  A  policy  of  retaining  in  private  hands  the  development  and 

distribxition  of  electric  power  was  endorsed  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority and  a  recommendation  that  the  Muscle  Shoals  plant  should  be 

sold  or  leased  y/as  approved  in  a  power  referendum,  conducted  by  the  Chamber  of 

Commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  results  of  which  were  annomiced  yssterday. 

(LM. Times,  Dec.  27.) 

ARGSI'TIITA  TO  A  Buenos  Aires  dispatch  states  that  the  Provisional  Govern- 

3UILD  ROADS       ment  of  Argentina  will  invite  bids  soon  for  construction  of  900 

m.iles  of  hard-surfaced  toll  roads  betv/een  Buenos  Aires  and  Cordoba, 
•oassin.^:  through  Rosario,  and  between  Buenos  Aires  and  Bahia  Blanca, 
One  hundred  and  twenty  days  will  be  allowed  for  the  submission  of  bids  in  order 
that  United  States  and  European  companies  may  compete,  according  to  t.ie  report. 
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Ssction  2 

Motor  Truck  Motor  trucks  are  Hiaicin?;  rapid  inroa0.s  into  railroad  tonnage  of 

Utiliza-      perishables.     At  Los  An,^eles  tr_e  equivalent  of  21,450  carloads  arrived 
tion  "by  motor  trnj.ck  in  1929,  while  railroads  carried  but  17,044.     At  ilevrark, 

29,8  per  cent  of  all  produce  aiu-ived  by  trfiick.    At  Denver  21.4  per  cent, 
with  ratio  ;£:rowing  in  practically  all  major  markets.   (Business  Week, 
Dec.  3.) 

Wheat  '  An  editorial  in  The  Dclcota  Farmer  for  December  15  says:  "The 

Surplus        ^Aheat  surplus  is  disappea-ring,  in  fact,  the  day  is  dav^rning  when  the 
miUch  discussed  w^ieat  surplus  will  really  prove  to  be  mxore  apparent 


than  real.    At  lea; 


;e  are  the  deductions  that  can  he  gathered 


from  an  uncomipleted  s^orvey  being  m.ade  by  the  ITa^rmors  National  C-rain 
Corporation,     On  the  theor3^  that  large  visible  sr.pplies  of  wheat  may 
be  due,  in  part,  to  •'anusually  small  q-j^ntities  of  flour  in  the  hands  of 
bakers',  jobbers  and  hom.e  cons-jm.ers,  the  riational  cooperative  bases  its 
survey  particularly  on  those  points.    Preliminary  reports  indicate,  ac- 
cording to  C.  E.  Huff,  president,  that  not  only  arc  l^j'ge  bakers  and 
Jobbers  holding  considerably  below  normxal  supplies  of  flour,  but  that 
the  avera,go  rural  home  consumer,  usimlly  in  possession  of  a  winter^  s 
supply  of  flour  at  this  timio  of  yca.r,  is  tising  breads tiiffs  on  a  m.ore  or 
less  hand-to-mouth  basis.     Such  stocks  are  probabl^^  relatively  lower 
than  ever  before.     Other  reports  indicate  the  use  of  wheat  for  livestocl^ 
feeding  on  a  much  bror.der  scale  than  previously  had  been  believed  like- 
ly.   Reports  from  s toc^hioldors  covering  ilorthwo stern,  Mi ddlcwo stern  and 
Southwestern  States  arc  that  the  use  of  '.vhoat  for  livestock  feed  is 
s  t  c  a  11 1 :/  i  p.c  r  e  a  s  i  ns: , ' ' 


Wool  Sales  A  3oston  chspatch  December  22  states  tliat  the  National  Wool 

Policy         Marketing  Corporation  December  20  announced  a  new  selling  policy/  which 
it  said  would  m.ake  dom.ostic  cooperative  7,^0 ol  a  better  value  than  for- 
eign wool  to  the  Arxorican  consum-er.     The  corporation's  statement  was: 
'Tlie  cooperative  wool  will  be  sold  not  only  at  values  corresponding  to 
importing  parity  of  simhlar  foreign  wool  --ut  also  at  prices  which  defi- 
nitcly  make  wool  rai--:ed  by  the  United  States  wool  growers  better  value 
to  the  purchaser  than  similar  foreign  wool.    Hegardless  of  the  cost  of 
foreign' wool,  these  values  will  not  only  be  m.et  but  will  be  priced  to 
m.cke  the  cooperative  wool  better  value  than  the  foreign  wool  to  the 
American  cons^jmer. '  " 


Section  3 

Deoartmient  of  ^  nrs 

Agric^jltm-e  An  editorial  in  The  American  Fertilizer  for  December  20  says: 

The  United  States  DeT^artment  of  Agriculture  has  issued  a  oreliminary 
i-o-ld  si;rve-r  of  staiole  leuerths  of  cotton.     It  is  an  m- 


Ifri 


reoort  01  its 

teresting  little  T)am^3hlet,  with  much  useful  information  for  cur  couton 
rr-owe^c,      It  discloses  the  commanding  position  which  the  United  States 
>olds  in  the  o-odr-ction  of  the  world's  cotton  crop.     We  grow  about  60 
per  cent  of  the  whole— more  than  three  times  the  prediction  of  our  ncar^ 
est  compe  ti  tor — India ..." 
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Section  4 
LIAHICET  QUCTATIOI'S 

Farm 

products  Dec.  26 — Livestoc'z  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  ca.lves  and 

vealers;  steers  (1100-1500  I'os.)  good  and  choice  $9,75  to  $14.25; 
cows,  good  and  choice  $5,25  to  $7.50;  heifers  (550-850  lbs.)  good  and 
choice  $8.25  to  $12.25;  vealers,  good  a,nd  choice  $9  to  $11.50;  feeder 
and  stod^er  cattle;  steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight 
hogs  (250-350  IIds.)  good  and.  choice  $7.50  to  $7.90;  light  lights 
(140-160  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $8.25  to  $6.50;  slaughter  pigs  (100- 
130  llDs.)  good  and  choice  $7.75  to  $8.50:  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roast- 
ing pigs  excluded  from  ahove  quotations).     Slaughter  shee;o  and  lamhs: 
Lajnbs,  good  and  choice  (90  lbs,  down)  $7.50  to  $8,75;  feeding  lam'os 
(range  stock)  medium  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7,50, 

G-rain  prices:    ITo.l  dark  northern  spring  v/heat  (ordinary  pro- 
tein) Minneapolis  73^  to  "7^^^;  iTo.2  red  winter" St.  Louis  81  to  82^; 
Kansas  City  74-g-_  to  75-g-^;  ITo.2  hard  winter  Kansas  City  70^;  lTo,3  mxixed 
corn  Chicago  eSf^;  Minneapolis  52  to  54c^;  Kansas  City  522  to  55,;z^;  lTo.3 
yellow  corn  Chicago  62-J-  to  64ri;  Minneapolis  55  to  56^;  St.  Louis  62 
to  62i-^;  Kansas  City  54-J-  to  57r>;  lTo.3  white  oats  Chicago  30|  to  31^-^5; 
Minneapolis  26  3/8  to  27  3/8(^;  St.  Louis  33  to  33x^;  Kansas  City  32^^. 

Sackad  Green  Mountain  potatoes  from  northern  Maine  Johbing  in 
city  markets  at  $1.75-$2.15  per  100  pounds;  mostly  $1,35  f.o.b.  ship- 
ping points,    ITorthern  Ho"^jnd  Wliites  stronger  in  Chicago  carlot  market 
at  $1.40-$1.50,  with  Wisconsin  f,o.h.  sales  at  $1.15-$.1.25  per  100 
potmds.     Florida  Spaulding  Rose  new  potatoes  $2.50-$3  per  bushel  hamper 
in  few  markets.    ITew  York  Danish-t^'pe  caohage  $18-$25  bulk  per  ton  in 
city  m.arkets;  $13-$15  f.o.h.  western  I\Tow  York  points.     iTorthern  Danish 
weak  in  Chi  cage  ,  at  60(^-75^  per  100-pound  sack.    Florida  pointed  t^-pe 
jobb)ing  $1— $2  per  l-g^-hu,  hamper  in  several  cities.    Texas  lettuce 
crates  $1.75-$2,75,   top  of  $3  in  Kansas  City.    Delaware  and  Maryland 
"bushel  hampers  ^/ello'.v  sweetpotatoes  jobbing  at  $1.25-$2  in  terminals. 
New  Jersey  stocli  $1.50-$2.50,  and  Tennessee  Uancj"  Halls  bringing  mostly 
$1.25-$1,50,    ITew  Yor]:  and  midwe stern  yellow  onions  ranging  $1-$1.60 
per  100— pound  sack  in  la-rge  markets,  with  lov/  level  of  65rf-80^  in 
Chicago.     The  50-pound  bags  brought  generally  40^-90^  in  consming  cen- 
ters.    Western  Now  Yor]:  f.o.b,  sales  at  90(!<-95^  per  100-pound  sack,  with 
southwestern  Michigan  points  at  83^-90^,    ilow  York  Kliodo  Island  G-roen- 
ing  8.pples  Jobbing  at  $1,25-$1.75  per  bushel  basket  in  city  markets, 
with  Baldwins  ranging  $1.4C-$1.65.F.o .b.  sales  in  western  Now  York  at 
$1.35  por  bushel  of  Rhode  Island  G-recnings  or  $1.40  for  Wagners. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  markets 
declined  5  points  to  8,91^  per  lb.    On  the  corresponding  day  one  year 
ago  the  price  was  16.74^.    xTow  January  future  contracts  on  the  ITcv 
York  Cotton  Exchange  declined  7  points  to  9.65(^,  and  on  the  New 
Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  declined  10  points  to  9.64r^^.     (Prepared  by 
3u.  of  Agr.  Econ.) 
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THE  OOW  A  Chica2;o  dispatch  to  the  press  of  Decem'oer  23  sorest 

SUG-AH  RULHTG-      "Spoliesmen  for  two  middle  western  corn  producers'  f^roups  and  for 

an  organization  of  corn  products  manufacturers  expressed  gratifica- 
tion over  yesterday^  3  ruling  hj  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Hyde  re- 
moving restrictions  on  corn  sijgar  merchandising. .  .Sari  Smith,  president  of  the 
Illinois  Agricultural  Association,   said  it  has  been  estimated  there  was  an  outlet 
for  6,000,000  hushels  of  corn  annually  in  the  mal-ring  of  refined  sugar  for  food 
sweetening.     Charles  Hearst,  president  of  the  Iowa  Farm  Bureau  federation,  said 
the  ruling  *  opened  another  outlet  for  corn  which  meets  the  general  and  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  farmer f.;  of  Iowa#^...'' 


LECrC-E  PROPOSES  Placixig  of  a  temporary  emoargo  on  wheat  importations  if 

WHEAT  EMBARGO    v/orld  prices  continue  to  slump  below  domestic  quotations  to  a 

point  permitting  imports  of  Canadian  wheat  was  s^Jggested  to  m-em- 
bers  of  the  Senate  committee  on  agriculture  December  24  by  Chair- 
man Legge  of  the  J'ami  Board,  according  to  the  press  of  December  25. 


STAIvIP  OIT  The  United  States  will  be  the  first  country  in  the  world 

lYORLD  RECOVERY  to  recover  from  the  present  world-wide  depression,  Sir  Josiali  Stamp, 
one  of  England* s  most  eminent  economists,  predicted  yesterday  in  a 
radio  address  on  the  "Economic  Outlook  for  1931"  broadcast  from 
London  over  the  Coli^mbia  network,  according  to  the  press  to-day.     "Judging  by  the 
experience  of  past  depressions,"  he  said,  "wo  can  hardly  expect  the  worst  to  be 
over  mtil  April  or  May  next,  and  then  a  recovery  will  bo  halting  and  slow  and  not 
gain  much  momentum  until  the  beginning  of  1932.    On  the  signs  of  the  present,  I 
thinly  that  substantial  recovery  mil  come  from  ^^our.side  first.    Wno.t  we  need,  of 
course,  is  to  keep  our  fundanental  conditions  rightly  framed  up  so  that  recovery 
will  find  us  ready  for  action  as  it  gains  momentm. . . .  •  * " 


THE  NATIOH^S  The  best  health  conditions  ever  "known  in  the  United  States 

HEALTH  sJidu  Canada  prevailed  du.ring  the  first  eleven  months  of  1930,  statis- 

ticians, of  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company,  basing  their 
findings  upon  mortality  statistics  of  19,000,000  industrial  policy 
holders  in  the  company,  annorinced  through  the  Metropolitan's  information  service 
yesterday.    They  found  that  no  widespread  outbreal'i  of  contagious  or  infectious 
diseases  were  reported,  that  a  broal-  was  indicated  in  the  long  series  of  annual 
cancer  mortality' gains,  and  that  "the  single  unfavorable  item  in  the  1930  mortality 
statistics  will  bo  a  consideralole  rise  in  the  suicide  death  rate,"  (Press,  Dec.  29) 

TRAl/^  TRADE  The  world  travel  bill  for  1930  was  approximately  $7,500,000,- 

000  and  ti^-thirds  of  this  amount  or  $5,000,000,000  ms  sent  by 
Americans  at  home  and  abroad  and  visitors  to  this^  country,  accord^ 

ing  to  a  BUTvey  of  the  American  Automobile  Association  made  public  December  21, 
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Citrus  An  editorial  in  The  Florida  Times-Union  for  December  20  says: 

Fruit  In-    "With  particular  reference  to  fruit  shipped  to  foreign  countries  it  is 
dustry         worth  w^iile  to  call  attention  to  w?iat  is  hein?'  done  in  California  in 
the  matter  of  cooperation  with  exporters  in  seeina:  that  fruit  offered 
for  export  meets  standard  grade  specifications;    Y!i        Allewelt,  chief 
of  the  California  Bureau  of  Shipping,  wrote  recently,  in  The  United 
States  Daily,  that  ^To  assist  growers,  packers  and  shippers,  in  develop- 
ing the  shipment  of  California  fruits  and  vegetables  to  foreign  markets, 
arrangements  have  "been  completed  by  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  the  use  of  a  new  and  simplified  form  of  J'ederal-State  grade  certifi- 
cate at  the  ports  of  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles.    This,'  says 
Mr.  Allewelt,   Uias  been  desired  particularly  bj^  e^rporters  in  San  Fran- 
cisco for  use  on  small  lots  of  several  different  products  shipped  to 
the  Orient.     It  also  will  be  available,  however,  for  shipments  to  any 
other  forei^  markets,  including  Europe,  South  and  Central  America,  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand,     The  more  detailed  certif ioa"t^jrrmerly  used  also 
will  be  available  and  may  continue  in  general  use  for  markets  outside 
of  the  Orient.'    Mr.  Allewelt  also  observes  that  'The  im-portant  and 
rapidly  increasing  export  movements  of  fruits  and  vegetables  is  of  great 
value  to  the  industry,  and  holds  much  promise  for  the  future.     It  not 
only  offers  profitable  returns  to  growers  and  shippers,'  says  Mr. 
Allewelt,   'but  indirectly,  by  taking  surplus  quantities  out  of  this 
country,  adds  very  materially  to  the  prices  received  for  supplies  market 
ed  in  the  United  States.'    These  observations  apply  Just  as  well  to 
Florida  as  they  do  to  California.    Another  important  fact  stated  by  the 
California  official  above  quoted  is  this,  that  'The  future  of  this 
business  depends  entirely  upon  the  delivery  of  satisfactory  products  ir 
good  condition.    In  the  past,^  Mr,  Allewelt  adds,   'many  difficulties 
and  losses  have  resulted  from  export  shipments  of  products  not  suitable 
in  quality  or  condition  for  the  markets  to  which  they  were  sent.'  This, 
also,  applies  in  Florida  as  well  as  in  California,,." 


Hew  England  J,  L.  Hype?^)  Connecticut  Agricult-ural  College,  writing  on  "The 

Agricul-      Vocational  Stability  of  Connecticut  Farmers"  in  Social  Forces  for 
'tural  December,   says:  "The  secondary  schools  of  agriculture  in  areas  like 

Schools        southern  New  England  face  real  difficulties  both  of  an  administrative 
and  a  pedagogical  nature.    For  example,  it  is  a  question  whether  the 
average  secondary  school  of  vocational  agriculture,  as  represented  by 
the  usual  agricult^jral  department  in  the  high  schools,  is  properly  or- 
ganized to  give  the  urban  youth  planning  to  farm  adequate  fam  exper- 
ience.    It  must  be  recognized  that,  unlil^e  many  other  vocations,  family 
life  and  vocational  activities  in  farming  are  closely  related;  the  same 
is  true  of  the  integration  of  capital,  labor,  and  management.  Thus, 
the  trainee  of  urban  origin  needs  to  be  connected  with  a  productive  farr; 
business  on  a  full-tim.e  basis  in  order  that  he  may  gain,  in  a  reali-stic 
way,  proficiency  in  its  repetitive  opera-tive  activities,  experience  in 
its  organization  and  management,  and  adequate  concepts  of  the  standards 
of  living  and  other  social  factors  imposed  by  it.    Recognizing  the 
■ujiiaue  value  of  apprenticeship  education,  some  of  the  dominion  govern- 
ments of  the  British  Empire,  as  a  phase  of  their  land  settlement ^ policy, 
and  as  a  matter  of  self-protection,  are  reqiiiring  as  a  prerequisite  to 
government  aid  to  iramisrant  farm  settlers,  a  year's  satisfactory 
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appre-itices-iiiD  mider  siiccessfiil  native  faiTiers.     Tliis  roquirenent 
applies  to  all  prospective  settlerji,  vocther  or  not  the--^  have  r.acl 
practical  farm  erooerience  in  their  home  land.     If,  on  the  other  hand, 
these  secondary  school  departments  of  agriculture  secure  as  studantsj 
'oona  fide  famiooys,  which  m.ost  of  them^  profess  as  their  major  aim, 
it  is  a  serious  question  whether  or  not  they  are  trj.drm;  'to  teachJ 
them,  v/hat  they  already  hnow,   especially  the  repetitive  operative  shills, 
This  query  seems  especially  pertinent  when  we  have  in  mdnd  f:.-rffiOoys  who 
are  entering  the  difficult  entry  types  of  farming..." 

G-range  in  An  editorial  in  The  Ohio  S'arm.er  for  Decem.her  20  says:  "The 

Ohio  Ohio  State  G-ranee  in  its  splendid  session  at  Marion  last  we  eh  uplield 

all  the  traditions  of  the  G-range  for  constructive  thought  and  action. 
In  fact  one  loohs  to  the  G-raiige  in  Ohio  to  lead  thought  along  sound 
lines  in  taxation  amd  legislation,  regardless  of  attempts  made  in  the 
Tjrhan  press  to  confound  the  harruonious  working  relationship  between 
agri cult-ore  and  other  organizations  in  Ohio.     Then,  too,  the  splendid 
interest  in  the  f -Lmdamentals  uf  the  G-range  organization  is  a  sign  of 
progress.     .Ohio  farmers  are  becomdng  m-ore  convinced  each  day  of  the 
value  of  thorough  organization  to  their  ousiness  and  their  community 
life  and  the  G-range  is  carrying  its  share  of  the  load.    We  congratulate 
the  Ohio  State  G-jrange  and  its  r.emoorship  on  the  progress  so  evident  dur- 
ing  the  past  year  and  the  "bright  hopes  for  continued  progress  in  the 
future, " 


Section  3 

Department  of 

Agriculture  An  editorial  in  The  Washington  Post  for  Decemiher  28  says: 

"Secretary  Hyde^s  r tiling  on  corn  sugar  m.ay  prove  to  he  of  far-reaching 
importance.     The  ruling  is  merely  an  administrative  change  which  per- 
mits corn  sugar  to  he  used  in  the  packing  and  preparation  of  foods 
without  heing  designated  as  such.    3ut  its  effect  will  "be  to  stimulate 
the  corn  sugar  industry,  and  it  r^iay  tend  to  relieve  agricultural  over- 
production,...  It  is  still  uncertain  how  much  the  corn  sugar  industry 
will  add  to  the  general  surplus,  out  it  is  estimated  that  100,000,000 
bushels  of  corn  may  be  converted  to  su2:ar  here.     On  that  basis,  the 
domiestic  output  of  ;mgar  might  be  doubled  within  a  relativel:--  short 
time.     ?/liethor  or  not  the  new  corn  product  will  cut  into  imports  or  the 
domestic  beet  industry  remains  to  be  seen." 


I 
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Section  4 
I/lAUKST  ^uOCjATIOHS 

Farm 

Products  Dec,  29. — G-rain  prices:    l^Io.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat 

(ordinary  protein)  Minneapolis  73^-  to  76^^;  lTo.2  red  vrinter  St. Louis  . 
80^  to  81S',  No.  5  mixed  corn  Chicago  60f^;  Minneapolis  52^  to  54-2"^; 
Kansas  City  52-g-  to  55(^;  l'To.3  ^'^ellow  corn  Chicago  61^  to  63io};  Minneap^- 
olis  55-t  to  56-|-^;  St,  Louis  61-J  to  63^3 ;  Kansas  _  City .  55  to  57c^;.]^To.3 
white  oats  Chicago  30i-cJ;  Minneapolis  26t  to  27x^5;  Kansas  City  32"i-^, 

Livestock  prices:    Heavy  weight -hogs  (250-350  lbs.)  $7,50  to 
$7,90;  light  lights  (140-150  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $8.25  to  $8,50; 
slaughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.75  to  $8.50  (soft  or 
oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded  from;  above  quotations). 

:  Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mountain  potatoes  Jobbing  at  $1.75-$2.35  -per 
100  pounds  in  city  markets;  firm  at  $1.40  f .o.b,  Aroostook  County 
points,    Northelrn  Ro^md  Whites  steady  at  $1.40-$1.50  in  Chicago  carlot 
m.arket;  higher  at  Wisconsin  shipping  points  at  $1.25-$l,30j  sacked  per 
100  pounds,    Florida  Spaulding  Hose  potatoes  $3  per  bushel  hamper  in 
Washington,    New  York  Do.nish-type  cabbage  steady  at  $18-$25  bulk  per  ton 
in  large  terminals;  slightly  stronger  f.o.b.  western  New  York  at  $14r-$15. 
Northern  Danish-tjpo  steady  in  St.  Louis  at  $15-$18  per  ton;  firmer  at 
shipping  points  in  southeastern  Wisconsin  at  $9-$10.    Florida  Ig-bushel 
hampers  of  new  stock  Jobbing  at  $l,25-$2  in  consuming  centers,  with 
lettuce  crates  of  Texas  cabbage  at  $2-$5.    Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow 
sweetpotatoe s  Jobbing  at  $1,50-$1.75  per  bushel  hamper  in  Baltimore, 
New  Jersey  stock  generally  $1,75— $2,75,  and  Tennessee  Nancy  Halls  at 
$1-$1.50  per  bushel.    New  York  yellow  onions  bringing  $1-$1.20  per  100*- 
pound  sack  in  city  markets,  with  midwestorn  yellows  at  $1-$1.60,  except 
in  Chicago  where  low  m.ark  of  65^-$l  prevailed.    The  50-pound  sacks  from 
Middle  West  ruled  40^-$l.     Shippers  in  western  New  York  reported  too  few 
sales  to  establish  a  price;  southwestern  Michigan  reported  lOO-^-pouJid 
sacks  of  yellows  returning  80^^-88^,  with  50-pomids  at  43^-45^.  Rliode 
Island  G-reening  apples  from  New  York  State  Jobbing  at  $1.25-$1.75  per 
bushel  basket  in  terminal  markets,  with  Saldmns  at  $1.40-$1,65.  New 
York  f.o.b.  sales  of  best  Baldwins  at  $1,4C-$1.50  per  bushel. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  miarkets 
advanced  2  points  to  8,93(^  per  lb.    On  the  same  day  last  season  the 
price  was  16.70^.    New  January  future  contracts  on  the  New  York 
Cotton  Exchange  were  unchanged  at  9,65^,  and  on  the  New  0rlea,ns  Cotton 
Exchange  advanced  1  point  to  9,65^^. 

Wholesale  prices  of  fresh'  creamery  butter  at  Now  York  were: 
92  score,  29^;  91  score,  28^3-^;  90  score, 

Wliolesale  prices  of  No.l  fresh  Amorican  cheese  at  New  York 
were:  Flats,  17^-19^;  Single  Daisies,  17t-177j^;  Young  Americas,  17|- 
18(2^.   (Prepared  by  Bu,  of  Agr.  Econ.) 


i 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  (he  Press  Servicxi,  OiPfice  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opiMon  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
econora'c  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
is  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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HOUSE  aROUP  A  su"b  commit  tee  of  the  House  appropriations  committee  yester« 

VOTES  DHOUG-HT    day  voted  to  appropriate  $45,000,000  for  drought  relief  in  accord- 
^^"^  ance  with  the  authorization  recently/-  approved  hy  the  President, 

according  to  the  prens  to-^'.ay.    Action  was  taken  by  the  subcommittee 
after  hearing  Socrobary  of  ^^gricult'ore  Hyde  and  others.    The  report 
says:  "Following  the  m.eeting  Chairman  Wood,  of  the  expropriations  cormnittee,  an- 
noimced  that  the  full  comimttee  would  approve  the  $45,000,000  fund  when  it  meets 
Monday  morning  and  that  the  House  may  act  on  the  measure  the  same  day. 

"Secretary  Hyde  told  the  subconmittco  the  Department  of  Agricultui-e  would  bo 
prepared  to  go  ahead  with  the  distribution  of  the  fund  within  a  week  after  it  is 
appropriated.     However,  ho  docs  not  ex;;pect  any  considerable  n-aixibcr  of  applications 
foj"  loans  to  come  in  before  Pcbruarv  1...." 


E^j^^CEHCT  Work  on  $800,000^000  of  construction  projects  of  a  public 

EELIEI  WOHZ       and  semi*-public  character,  designed  to  create  employnent,  can  be 
sta^rted  within  the  next  few  weeks,  Colonel  Arthur  Woods,  chairman 
of  the  President's  Emergency  Comi-nittee  for  Emploj/ment  annoijnced 
yesterday,  according  to  to-day^ s  press.    The  estimate  was  based  on  reports  from 
all  sections  of  the  country  to  iH^ranlclin  T.  Miller,  head  of  the  committee^s  public 
works  section. 


CORII  SUG-iffi  Tlie  Hew  York  Times  to-day  says:  "As  a  result  of  the  recent 

EKPAtTSIOH  decision  of  Arthur  M.  Hyde,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  removing  the 

restriction  on  the  use  of  refined  corn  sugar  in  prepared  foods,  the 
Corn  Products  PLofining  Company  plans  immediately  to  double  its  out- 
put of  this  product,  of  which  it  is  manuf actu.ring  400,000  pounds  daily*... To  do 
this  the  com.panj;-  Intends  to  double  the  capacity  of  its  Kansas  City  plant  and  to 
build  another  plant  at  Fekin,  111.,  at  a  cost  of  several  m.illion  dollars,  it  was 
announced.     This  decision,  it  is  believed,  will  mean,  an  increase  of  from  15,000,000 
to  20,000,000  bushels  in  the  con?rL^nption  of  corn  in  the  coming  year**," 


MILLIKM  OH  A  Cleveland  dispatch  to-day  reports:  "The  latest  array  of 

EVOLUTIOH  argument,  backed  by  his  most  recent  researches  in  the  realm  of  the 

cosmic  ray,  to  prove  his  contention  that  the  -universe  is  not  doomed 
to  run  itself  do\m  but  is,  on  the  contrary,  like  a  clock  being  evoiv- 
lastingly  wound  ^jp  by  ^a  Creator  constantly  on  the  job,»  was  presented  at  Cleveland 
last  night  by  Dr.  Robert  A.  Millikan,  physicist.    A  scientific  belief  in  evolution 
and  progress  does  not  necessarily  ir.ply  disbelief  in  religion,  Doctor  Millikan  told 
a  gathering  of  5,000  of  America,^  s  most  distinguished  scientists,  at  the  official 
opening  of  the  annual  convention  of  the  Aiierican  Association  for  the  Advancement 
of  Science. 

"As  retiring  president  of  the  association  Doctor  Millikan  go.ve  the  principal 
^.ddress  of  the  da^^  on  the  subject  of  'Atom.ic  Disintegration  and  Atomic  Synthesis** 
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Business 
Situation 


Corn  Sugar 
Demand 


Section  2 
Tlieodore  M.  Knaiopen,  interviewing 


Dtone,  cnaimian  of 


the  board  of  Stone  &  lYelDster,  Inc.,  writes  under  the  title  "Coming 
Prosperity  Will  Be  On  a  Hew  Bar.is"  in  The  I.^agazine  of  !7all  Street  for 
Decemoer  27.     He  q;j.ot3  5  Ilt.   Stone  as  salving  in  part:   "In  some  respects 
I  think  we  shall  have  to  go  Dach  to  1893  for  a  parallel  to  the  present 
depression,     rnile  it  did  not  at  first  seem,  outside  the-  stoch  market, 
to  he  so  severe  or  devastating  as  the  sethack  of  1920-21  this  oe£:ins 


to  ha.ve  the  indications  o 


.on5:er  duratio: 


The  do\-niwaird  Dlm>2:e  of 


,  and  our  manuf  act-jirers , 
have  the  grave  problem  of  hi:ige  inventories 
of  orders  that  were  so  distm-'oing  ten  years 


commodity  prices  ha.s  not  been  so  abru 
generally  speal^ing,  did  not  ' 
and  wholesale  cancellations 
ago.     neither  is  the  agricultural  sit"aation  so  acute  now  as  then, 
notwithstanding  the  effects  of  an  -cinparalleled  drought  in  certain  re- 
gions and  the  low  prices  of  such  staples  as  wheat  and  cotton.  I'any 
factors  in  the  agricultural  field  a.re  miore  hopeful  than  they  were  ten 
years  ago.     This  year  the  farm^ers  do  not  have  to  deal  with  an  inflation 


of  farm,  land  prices  and  wild  speculation. 


"hey  haove  been  encouraged  by 
the  s^TTipathetic  and  substantial  s'apport  the  Federa.1  C-overimient  has 
rendered  them,  through  the  Farm.  Board.     The  distress  of  the  drought- 
stricken  regions  is  about  to  be  alleviated  by  special  Jedera.l  finanic- 
ing,  and  the  acceleration  of  public  expenditures  on  highvvays  and  water- 
wa^rs  will  locally  stimu.late  business  and  give  em.plo^mient  to  si;Tplus 
fsjrm.  labor.     Ten  yea.rs  a^o  agriculture  was  at  the  beginning  of  a  pain- 
ful readjustment  from,  the  inflation  erjforced  by  war  measiares.     It  also 
faced  the  consequences  of  the  overthrow  of  the  Malthusian  theory  that 
population  would  continuously  tend  to  outrun  the  food  supply.  Declin-- 
ing  birth  rates  in  most  of  the  m.oro  highly  civilized  nations  and  the 
m.arvelously  increasing  efficiency  in  agricult^ire ,  particularly  in  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  a.ddition  of  extensive  new  areas  of 
agricult-Liral  production  have  m.ade  the  ?.'orld' s  food  problem  rather  one 
of  too  m.uch  than  too  little.     Instead  of  being  crushed  by  the  readjust- 
ment American  agriculture  has  virtually  conquered  it,  and  has  become, 
according  to  the  Director  of  Research  in  the  Department  of  j\griculture , 
the  m.ost  efficient  in  the  world.     In  1921  our  speculation  frenzy  had 
been  chiefly  in  comiir.oditie s  and  real  estate.     This  tim.e  it  was  m.ainly 
in  se(jc_ri ties.    Even  conservative  investment  varies  profoundly  fromi 
its  form.er  course,    Ai'^  umprecedentedly  large  proportion  of  the  m.o ney 
invested  by  the  public  in  the  la.st  few  years  has  been  in  stocks,  as 
compared  with  real  estate  and  bonds.     This  fact  has  left  vast  num.bers 
now  exposed  to  the  ■ 
m.ent  of  incom.e.  As 


ds  of  waning  stock  values,  as  well  as  curtail- 
often  hauDens.  a  Tjermianent  good  will  comie  out  of 


this  p 
o 


sent  evi 


It  lorom.otes  care: 


terprises,  now  so  largely  in  corporate  hands. 


scrutiny  of  American  ousmess 
If 


The  7/all  St.  Journal  for  Decem.ber  29  says:  "Modification  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agricultm-e  of  the  ru.ling  prohibiting  the  use^  of  corn 
sugar  in  loreparation  of  foods,  "onless  the  foods  wore  so  labeled,  fore- 
casts aji  eventual  increase  in  the  consumption  of  corn  by  20,000,000 
bushels,  according  to  leading  corn  products  refining  interests,  who 
consider  this  estimate  conservative.     On  the  basis  of  23  oo  2b  pounds 
of  refined  corn  sugar  obtained  from  a  bushel  of  corn  weighing  56  pounds 
the  ind'ostry  anticipates  an  increase  in  dcmiand  for  corn  sugar  of  about 
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500,000,000  pounds.  At  the  present  tine,  the  corn  products  industi-y 
consviaes  from  75,000,000  to  100,000,000  po-ujids  of  corn  annually,  de- 
pendent upon  business  conditions.  Therefore,  if  the  increase  in  the 
demand  for  corn  s^ogar  develops  to  the  extent  that  leaders  in  the  in- 
dustry foresee,  demand  for  corn  oy  the  industry  will  increase  20fo  to 
26yb  •  •  #  " 

Cow  Testing  An  editorial  in  The  Farmer  for  Decem.ber  20  says:  "We  learn 

from  various  sources  that  the  testing  of  cows  for  hutterfat  production 
has  fallen  off  very  heavily  this  year.     This  is  not  a  local  condition, 
"but  general.     It  is  natural  and  very  necessary  that  expenses  be  scmt io- 
nized carefully  in  times  such  as  we  are  passing  through  at  present,  but 
the  Qconomir  of  discontinuing  cow  testing  operations  is  very  doubtful, 
except  possibly  for  the  dairyman  who  has  had  one  or  more  complete  year- 
ly tests  on  his  herd  and  therefore  knows  the  capabilities  of  each  one  of 
his  cows.    For  others,  however,  it  is  m.oro  im.portant  than  ever  to  check 
up  on  the  cows  because  the  best  kind  of  economxy  lies  in  culling  out  the 
unprofitable  producers. .Means  h8.ve  recently  been  provided  in  Minnesota 
Y/hereby  every  dairyman  in  the  State  can  get  testing  service  at  the  rate 
of  $15  per  year  for  ten  cows  or  less  and  $1  per  year  for  each  cow  over 
ten.     We  refer  to  the  Minnesota  gtate-wide  Cow  Testing  Association  which 
is  being  operated  by  the  University  of  Minnesota  on  a  strictly  cost 
basis.     We  urge  ovt  readers  to  take  advanta^-e  of  it." 


Section  3 

Department  of 

Agriculture  An  editorial  in  Farm  and  Ranch  for  December  13  says:  "The 

farm  wom.en  of  the  Southwest,  led  by  enthusiastic  and  capable  home  dem- 
onstration agents,  have  provided  food  for  three  squares  a  da^^  on 
thousands  of  farms.    The  records  made  in  some  sections  are  almost  as- 
tonishing.   Farm  families  that  have  in  times  past  gone  into  the  winter 
with  but  little  food  on  their  shelves  are  this  year  fully  supplied  with 
some  to  spare.     Visits  to  the  baXik  or  to  the  mxerchant  for  the  m.oney  with 
which  to  buy  food  si;^plies  to  carry  the  family  over  imtil  another  harvesrb 
will  be  rare  in  some  comjnujiitie s.    Down  in  southeast  Texas  in  eight 
counties  there  have  been  canned  and  preserved  m.ore  than  1,000,000  con- 
tainers of  I'ood.    Pantry  shelves  and  collars  are  loaded  with  canned 
chicken,  canned  beef  of  various  cuts,  pickles,  vegetables  of  all  Mnds, 
fruits,  preserves  and  Jollies.     Some  are  prepared  to  serve  seven ^or 
eight  course  dinners  without  going  to  the  grocery  or  the  m-arket  for 
anything  except  sugar,  salt  and  flo-ar.    Sim.ilar  reports  arc  being  re- 
ceived from  other  sections  of  the  Southwest,  including  Texas,  Oklahoma, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Hew  Mexico.    The  significance  of  this  work  on 
the  part  of  the  Home  Demonstration  Department  of  the  Extension  Service 
is  Just  beginning  to  be  understood  by  merchants  and  banliers.  Bankers 
find  that  there  are  fewer  risky  loans  and  merchants  will  soon  see  re- 
sults in  the  sale  of  home  equipment,  l-omber,  cem.ent,  clothing  and  dry- 
goods.    Farm  families  who  have  produced  and  canned  a  year's  supply  of^ 
food,  who  supplement  it  with  chickens,  eggs  and  dairy  products  will  live 
well  this  winter  and  enter  the  new  season  with  a  smaller  burden  of  debt 
than  ever  before,  or  nona  at  all...." 
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Section  4 
MAEIIGT  qUOTATIOrlS 

Farm 

Products  Dec.  30, — Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and 

vealers;  steers  (11C0«1500  lis.)  good  and  choice  $9.50  to  $14.25; 
C0V7S,  good  and  choice  $5.25  to  $7,50;  heifers  (550-850  Ids.)  good  and 
choice  $8.25  to  $12;  vealers,  good  and  choice  $9.25  to  $11.50;  feeder 
and  stocher  ca^ttle;  steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  heavy  weight 
hogs  (250^-35C  Ihs.)  good  and  choice  $7.35  to  $7.70;  light  lights 
(140-160  Ids.)  good  and  choice  $8.25  to  $8.50;  slaughter  pigs  (100- 
130  lbs.)  good  and  choice  $7.75  to  $8.50  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roast- 
ing pigs  excluded  from  above  quotations).     Slaughter  sheep  and  lambs: 
Lambs,  good  and  choice  (90  lbs.  do\^/n)  $7.25  to  $8.50;  feeding  lambs 
(range  stock)  m.ediuTi  to  choice  $5.50  to  $7.50. 

G-rain  prices:    ITo.l  dark  northern  spring  whecit  (ordinary  pro- 
tein) Minneapolis  73i  to  76-|-^;  l-To.2  red  ivinter  St.  Louis  31^^:  lTo.2 
hard  winter  Chicago  78i-^;  Kansas  City  69  to  69-i-^;  iJo.3  mixed  corn 
Chicago  60t  to  61c^;  Minneapolis  51  to  53^;  Kansas  City  52:1  to  542e^; 
l^To,3  3'^ellow  corn  Chicag;o  6lJ  to  63i^;  Minneapolis  54  to  55^*;  St. Louis 
62  to  63^;  Kansas  City  55  to  57(,:^;  ITo .  3  white  oats  Chicago  31*4^; 
Minneapolis  25^  to  26-1^^;  Kansas' City  3li  tc  ^2^, 

Maine  sacked  G-reen  Mo"'untain. potatoes  ranged  $1.95-$2.10  per 
100  pounds  in  eastern  cities;  $1.40-$1.45  f.o.b.  Presque  Isle.  Wis- 
consin sacked  Roimd  TJhites  $1.45-$1.65  carlo t  sales  in  Ohica/^'o;  mostly 
$1.25-$1.30  f.o.b.  T/aupaca.     ITew  York  Danish  t;^rpe  cabbage  $20-$22 
bulk  per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  $20-$25  in  Cincinnati  and  $14-$15  . 
f  .o.b.  Rochester.    Florida  Pointed  t;^rpe  $1.25-$2  per  ij-bushel  hamper 
in  city  markets.    Hew  York  and  Midwestern  sacked  yellow  onions  $1-$1,55 
per  100  pounds  in  consuming  centers;  90d  f.o.b.  Rochester.  Delaware 
and  Maryland  yellow  sweet  potatoes  $1.5b-$2  per  bushel  hamper  in. east- 
ern cities.    Tennessee  Nancv  Halls  $1.4C-$1.50  in  Chicago.   .Hew  York 
Mcintosh  apples  $1.50-$1.62|  and  Rhode  Island  C-roenings  $1.25-$1.572 
per  bushel  in  New  York  City;  Rliode  Island  Greenings  $1.3d  f.o.b. 
Ro Chester, 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  m-arkets 
advanced  13  points  to  9.06^  per  lb.     On  the  corresponding  day  last 
season  the  price  was  16.70^,    Hew  January  future  contracts  on  the 
ITew  York  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  12  points  to  9.77rJ  and  on  the  Hew 
Orleans  Cotton  Exchange  advanced  17  points  to  9.82^. 

I^iolesale  prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  Hew  York  were: 
92  score,  29^;  91  score,  2S^(i;  90  score,  27i^. 

miolesale  urices  of  Ho.l  fresh  American  cheese  at  Hew  York 
were:  Plats,  17-|-19^;  Single  Daisies,  17^-17^(5;  Young  i\m.ericas,  17|- 
18^.   (Prepared  by  Bu.  of  Agr.  Econ.) 


DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  m  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  all  shades  of  opinion  as  reflected  in  the  press  on  matters  affecting  agriculture,  particularly  in  its 
economic  aspects.  Approval  or  disapproval  of  views  and  opinions  quoted  is  expressly  disclaimed.  The  intent 
IS  to  reflect  the  news  of  importance. 
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IIAILWAT  COIT-  Agreement  by  eastern  railway  exec^itives,  called  together 

SOLIDATIOKS       "by  President  Hoover,  to  frame  a  plan  for  consolidating  the  eastern 
railwa^/s  into  four  great  systems,  with  IJew  England  excepted,  was 
announced  2'"esterday  afternoon  "by  the  President,  according  to  the 
press  to-d^y. 


A  Cleveland  dispatch  to  the  press  of  Decemiher  30  states  thai 
at  Monday^  s  m.eeting  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancem.ent 
of  Science  the  first  demonstration  was  given  "by  Dr.  G-eorge  W.  Crile 
of  the  Cleveland  Clinic  of  artificial  cells,  created  by  him  in  the 
laboratory,  which,  he  says,  m.ay  prove  to  be  the  miissing  link  betweer 
the  lifeless  and  the  living.     The  report  says : "Assistant s  of  Doctor  Crile  demon- 
strated the  form.ation  of  what  he  calls  the  ^  auto  SjTx  the  tic  cells.'    A  lipoid,  a  fat 
which  has  been  extracted  from  the  brs.in  tissue  of  a  freshly  slaughtered  animal,  was 
added  to  a  solution  containin,g  various  salts.     At  once  a  reaction  between  the  two 
was  observed  to  trJze  pl:Lce,  resLilting  in  the  formxation  of  tiny  fibers.  Protein 
from  brain  tissue  was  then  added,  at  which  a  str^icture  like  tiny  cells  of  living 
creatures,  only  simpler  and  m^ore  regular  in  form,  cam.e  into  existence.  Doctor 
Crile  calls  them  ^ auto  syne  the tic  cells, ^  because,  he  said,  they  put  themselves  to- 
gether automatically  as  the  variouus  ingredients  are  rndxed.    Doctor  Crile  stated  th? 
the  experim.ents  leading  to  the  creation  of  these  cells  was  undertaken  as  part  of 
research  seeMng  light  upon  the  subject  of  cancer..." 

A  Cleveland  dispatch  to-day  states  that  at  Tuesday's  meeting  the  first 
photograph  showing  the  curvature  of  the  earth  was  exliibited  before  a  Joint  session 
of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancemient  of  Science,  holding  its  annual  con- 
vention, and  the  Society  of  Sigma  XI,  by  Dr.  C.S.K.Mees,  director  of  research  of 
the  Eastman  Kodak  Company.    The  picture  was  recently  taken  from  an  airplane  by 
Captain  A.  T7.  Stevens  of  the  United  States  Anny,  who  pointed  his  camera  in  the  di-- 
rection  of  mountains  320  miles  away,  which  were  invisible  to  him,  and  made  the 
camera  "see"  them  by  the  application  of  super- sensitive  photographic  plates. 

The  Botanical  Society  of  ilmiorica  hoard  Professor  Charles  B.  Lipm-an  of  the 
University  of  California  give  fiirther  details  of  his  discovery  of  micro-organisms 
in  ancient  roc]-:s  and  in  anthracite  coal.    ITeithcr  Doctor  Lipman  nor  any  one  else 
has  yet  been  able  to  offer  an  explanation  of  how  these  organisms  have  survived 
100,000,000  3^ears  or  m.oro  in  a  state  of  suspended  animation. 

Dr.  Harlan  T.  Stetson,  director  of  the  Perkins  Cbser-vatory  of  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University,   spoke  before  the  astronomy  section  on  sun  spots,  the  moon 
and  the  planets  and  radio  reception.     "Analysis  of  years  of  observation,"  said 
Doctor  Stetson,   "shows  to  a  rem.arkable  degree  the  close  correlation  with  the  best 
radio  rece-otion  in  rnddsu-iiT-er,  following  closely  on  the  wake  of  the  low  ebb  in  sola:- 
activity  v/hich  occurred  the  first  of  July,  1930.     This  remarkable  increase  in  radi^ 
reception  of  last  suiii:ier  is  quite  contrary  to  the  popular  im.pression,  but  confirms 
in  a^  remarkable  way  the  announcements  previously  made  on  the  intimate  relation  of 
solar  activity  to  radio  reception.,.." 


SCISITCE 

ASSOCIATION 

^.ISETIITG- 


lol. 

If] 


i 


3- 


Vol.  XXXIX,  Ho.  75 


Decem'ber  31,  1930. 


Section  2 

j^riculture  J.  Sidney  Gates  writes  at  length  under  the  title,  ''The  Soiith 

in  the         MaJrzes  Kgw  Plans,"  in  The  Country  Gentleman  for  Janmry.    Asserting  that 
South  ways  are  now  open  for  a  crop  and  livestock  revival,  Mr.  Gates  says  in 

part:  "It  requires  no  rose-tinted  glasses  to  envision  a  future  of  agri- 
cultijral  somidnesr;  for  the  South  Atlantic.     The  South  in  its  new  stride 
is  at  last  talzing  stock  of  its  inliioiting  factors  and  setting  calmly 
ahout  to  overcom.e  them;  in  short,  has  hocone  research-minded,  has  deter- 
mined to  uncover  a  worlcahlo  recipe  for  cheap  vokame  output  of  quality 
products  under  her  own  soil  and  climatic  conditions.    And  this  is  the 
road  that  loads  to  hotter  things.     Just  recently  there  was  introduced  in 
Congress  a  hill  mailing  jjrovision  for  exhaustive  researches  on  ovorir  phase 
of  cotton  "oroduction,  the  studies  to  he  headed  hy  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  carried  on  in  cooperation  with  the  different  Southern 
State  institutions.     Heretofore  cotton-production  research  has  "been  pit- 
ifully inadequate ....  The  new  and  larger  view  of  the  cotton  research 
proolcm  contemplates  a  set— up  of  simplified  m.ethods  for  building  fer- 
tility into  the  soil  on  one  hand  and  of  making  available  an  adequate 
supply  of  high-hred  cottonseed  on  the  other.    The  ann^jal  G-eorgia  five— 
acre-yield  contest,  bringing  out  scores  of  growers  producing  inch- 
staple  cotton  at  well  under  ten  cents  and  ranging  down  to  seven  cents 
a  pound,  marks  achievements  ^^/iiich  loaders  believe  can  be  made  everyday 
and  coi'.imonplace. ..  .Looking  to  the  control  of  the  menace  of  erosion,  the 
national  Dcpartm.ent  of  Agricultui^c ,  in  cooperation  with  the  different 
States,  has  established  ex-pcrimental  farms  throughout  the  South,  where 
terrace  construction  and  other  phases  of  we.ter  holding  and  wash  stop- 
ping are  being  studied... A  systematic  effort  to  develop  a  wide  range 
of  legumes  of  easy  seed  habits  and  cultural  needs,  capable  of  growing 
on  raw  poor  land,  though  sca^rcely  started,  has  already/  yielded  astound- 
ing results.    Two  nev/  giant  form.s  of  annual  giant  lespedezas,  the  Korean 
and  the  Kobe,  are  alrea^dy  worjdLng  a  veritable  revolution  in  dozens  of 
Upper  South  comir-uirities.    And  since  the  introduction  of  the  few  success- 
ful mem.bers  of  the  acid-tolerant,  soil-building  group,  such  plant  ex- 
ploration has  expanded  until  dozens  of  promising  new  things  are  now  grow- 
ing on  trial  plots  at  Washington. ...  It  has  also  bocom.e  clearly  evident 
that  this  now  attack  on  the  soil-building  problem  is  the  necessary  pre- 
cursor of  an  e:rpanded  livestock  development ...  .Despite  the  fact  that 
southern  cattle  and  hogs  have  shown  a  heavy  decline  in  the  past  decade, 
there  is  clear  evidence  that  the  new  fact-facing  attitude  with  refer- 
ence to  the  South  is  going  to  lay  t:::e  fo-andation  of  a  livestock  industry 
which  may  in  the  end  loom  U-p  into  national  significance ...  .The  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  has  increased  its  parasite  research  work,  and,  v:hat 
is  even  more  important,  the  Washington  office  of  the  Extension  Se3rvice 
is  to  be  loanGcifthe  service  of  Doctor  ITighbert,  the  man  who  has  done 
such  notable  work  in  developing  sanitary  control  measures  at  Moultrie, 
G-eorgia.     Southern  county  ae;onts  are  now  getting  com.prehensive  instruc- 
tions for  inau-gurating  the  simple  precautions  necessary  for  achieving 
commercial  control  of  these  pests...." 

A  prediction  that  business  conditions  all  over  the  world  would 
show  a  decided  improvement  by  the  end  of  the  new  year,  with  the^Unitcd 
States  leading  the  way  to  recovery,  was  made  December  30  by  Irving  T. 
Bush,  president  of  the  Bush  Terminal  Company  and  an  authority  on 
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shipping  a:ic.  forei;^:!  trc:d.e,  a.ccording  to  the  press  of  Deceniher  31, 
In  an  analysis  of  present  business  conditions  and  prospects  for  the 
new  year,  made  at  the  request  of  a  .q:ronp  of  business  nen.  in  Boston, 
Mr.  Bush  said  that  "periods  of  depression  seldom  last  longer  than  two 
or  two  find  a  half  years"  and  that  "fmidamental  business  conditions  are 
about  at  bedrock." 

Marketing  "All  our  so-called  revolutionary  marketing  methods  had  their 

Progress      beginning  long  before  1920.     Sneed  and  tem.po  iiave  characterized  the 

present  decade  rather  than  revolutionary  changes,  and  have  been  due  to 
three  causes:  1.  '3-rowing  intensity  of  competition  between  all  groups 
and  among  m.embers  of  each  group  m.aki ng  i;p  our  economhc  structure. 
2.  Expansion  of  large  scale  buying  by  chain  systems,  powerful  department 
store  units,  bujdng  syndicates  and  volnntary  chains.     5,  Power  in  the 
hands  of  the  consumer  to  mako  his  wants  speedily  known  and  respected. 
If  there  is  any  real  tendency  in  distribution  it  is  toward  m.oro  direct 
distribution,  both  through  elimination  of  middlomion  and  establisrjnent 
of  closer  cooperation  with  a  select  group  of  middlcm.en.    This  latter 
movement  is  greatest  in  the  drug,  grocery  and  hardware  fields.     In  other 
trades  the  tendency  toward  direct  "selling  has  taken  the  m.anof acturor— 
consumer  form,"  (Professor  PI.  P..  Tosdal,  iimorican  UDjic'^cmcnt  Associa^ 
tion  Mooting,  Pittsburgh.) 


Section  3 

Departme^^t  of  An  editorial  in  Journal  of  Plome  Economics  for  January  says: 

Agriculture    "Pood  control  legislation  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  home  economdsts, 
not  only  to  those  teaching  or  practicing  the  selection  of  food,  but 
also  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  general  question  of  standards 
and  specifications  for  consi^mer  purchasing.    The  so-called  Canners' 
Bill  approved  by  President  Hoover  on  July  8,  1930,  is  of  special  sig- 
nificance in  this  connection.     Per  the  following  description  of  its 
provisions  and  v/orkings,  we  are  mainly  indebted  to  the  Pood  and  Drug 
Administration  in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture It  is, 
perhaps,  only  a  aiiestion  of  tim.e  when  the  general  terms  of  the  act  will 
be  mc-de  more  specific  by  definite  legal  enactmionts  which  will  enable 
the  Pood  and  Ding  Administration  to  effect  more  rigid  control  in  that 
twilight  zone  of  adulterated  and  mdsbrandcd  foods  where  there  is  at 
present  a  very  considera^ble  amount  of  cons-omer  deception. ...  Consumers 
are  proverbially  inarticulate,  but  it  may  be  that  home  cconom.ics  can 
aid  in  this  important  and  difficult  task  of  obtaining  an  expression  of 
consumer  opinion  as  to  the  natui'e  and  extent  of  the  defects  in  quality 
which  should  com.pcl  substandard  designation  on  these  canned  foods.  ^ 
Many  home  economists  themselves  should  be  able  to  draw  up  such  state-^-;-: 
ments,  and  they  are  often  in  a  position  to  stimulate  organizations 
of  consimiers  to  do  so.     Though  their  suggestions  can  perhaps  be  only 
general  in  nature,  they  would  be  of  real  service  to  the  pood  and  Drug 
Administration, ..." 
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Section  4 
ILAPiCET  quOTATIC^TS 

Farm 

Products  Dec,  30,— Livestock  prices:     Slaughter  cattle,  calves  and 

vealers;  steers  (1100--1500  ITds.)  good  and  choice  $9  to  $14.25;  cows, 
good  and  choice  $5.25  to  $7.50;  heifers  (550--850  Ibsc)  good  and  choice 
$8  to  $12;  vealers,  good. and  dioice  310  to $12 .SD feeder  and  stocker 
cattle;  steers,  good  and  choice  $7  to  $9;  hogs,  heavy  weight  (250-350 
Ihs.)  good  and  choice  $7.10  to  $7.60;  light  lights  (140-^160  ITds.)  good 
and  choice  $6.10  to  $8.30;  slaughter  pigs  (100-130  lbs.)  good  and 
choice  $7,65  to  $8.35  (soft  or  oily  hogs  and  roasting  pigs  excluded 
from  tahove  quotations).     Slaughiier  sheep  and  lamos:    Lamos,  good  and 
choice  (90  Ihs.  down)  $7  to  $8.35;  feeding  lamhs  (range  stock)  medium 
to  choice  $5,50  to  $7.50, 

C-rain  prices:    No.l  dark  northern  spring  wheat  (.ordinary 
protein)  Minneapolis  73'j  to  76^^'  Ho, 2  red  winter  Chicago  79:|-^5; 
St.  Louis  81  to  Sy--(i;  Kansas  City  72  to  73^5;  lTo,2  hard  winter  Kansas 
City  69  to  69^(3;  Ho. 3  mixed  corn  Chicago  58^^;  Minneapolis  53^  to  55^; 
Kansas  City  532-  to  55-^5-^;  i7o.3  yellow  corn  Chicago  61  to  6l5(f:', 
Minneapolis  56  to  58^:  St,  Louis  62  to  63^;  Kansas  City  56'  to  57-J-^; 
Ho.  3  white  oats  Chicago  30-|-^;  Minneapolis  26  3/8  to  27  s/s^;  St. Louis 
32^^;  Kansas  City  3l|c^. 

Maine  sacked  G-reon  Mo-^itain  potatoes  Drought  $1.80-$2.10  per 
100  po-jjids  in  eastern  cities;  $1.40-$1.45  f.o.h.  Prosquo  Isle.  Wis-- 
consin  sacked  Hound  TT^.iitos  $1.55-$1.70  carlot  sales  in  Chicago;  mostly 
$1.30-$1.35  f.o.b.  Waupaca.     Hew  York  Danish  t-pe  cahhage  $20-$22  hulk 
per  ton  in  terminal  markets;  $14-$15  f.o.h.  Rochester.    Florida  Pointed 
type  $1.50-$2  per  li  hiishel  hamper  in  the  East.    How  York  and  m.idwosteri 
sacked  yellow  varieties  of  onions  ranged  $1-$1.55  per  100  po^ands  in 
consuming  centers;  90^?^  f.o.h.  Rochester.    Delaware  and  Maryland  yellow 
sweet  potatoes  hrought  $1.50-$2  per  "bushel  hamper  in  eastern  cities. 
Tennessee  Hancy  Halls  $1,40-$1.50  in.  Chicago.    Hew  York  Mcintosh  m.ostly 
$1.50;  Rhode  Island. and  Horthwestcrn  Greenings  $1-$1.25  per  hushel 
basket  in  How  York  City;  Baldwins  $1,50  f.o.h.  Rochester  and  Rliodc 
Island  C-roonings  $1.30  f.o.h. 

Average  price  of  Middling  spot  cotton  in  10  designated  m.aiicets 
declined  1  point  to  9,05(^  per  Ih.     On  the  s£ume  day  one  year  ago  the 
price  stood  at  16. 67^^.     Hew  Janmry  future  contracts  on  the  Hew  York 
Cotton  Exchange  were' unchanged  at  9.77^,  and  on  the  Hew  Orleans  Cotton 
Exchange  de cl i ned  5  po i nt  s  to  9  . 7 7^7* , 

Wliolesale  -prices  of  fresh  creamery  butter  at  Hew  York  were: 
92  score,  29^;  91  score,  28;t^;  90  score,  27-|^. 

Wliolesale  prices  of  Ho.l  fresh  American  cheese  at  Hew  York  ^ 
were:  Flats,  17ir^-19^;  Single  Daisies,  17t^-17-|^^;  Young  Anericas,  17f^- 
18^.     (Prepared  by  Bu,  of  Agr,  Econ.) 


